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missions are regardcd, on the ether
liand, le very evident. They have ail
along shown, tiieniselves the truc friende
ef the people, and quite recently one
of theas wae asked- te make special in.
quiîces during hits travels into axiy
causes ef local complaint, and te report
thera at headquarters, a task which for
obvieus remsous lie felt bouud relue-
tantly te decline. While cailing with
a missienary on the Ytinister fer the In-
terior, Hie Royal Iliglness broughit up
the question ef a site for a new mission
station in a distant province, about
which the local authorities lad raised
difficulties, offering te personally se-
cure the best available place on an ap-
proaching visit te that part. Ho then
went on te express his opinion on the
methode empleyed. " I think that, a
great rnany missienarias make the great
ruistake, " lie said, "ef abusing the re-
ligion aiready existing. If instead of
this they 'would bnlng their phulan.
tiîropic and medicai work more te, the
f ront, and show what the love ef Christ
lias led tlîen to do for the poor and
sufferimg, they wouid net fail te gain
the people's reni eteern, and then
would be the time for them. te listen te
the werds ef Jesuis."

The religion alrendy existing ini this
case is a corrupt inlieritance ef Bud-
dlîisi niingled witlî a little Braliniani-
ismn and a good eleal of spirit worship.
It was said by one of the king's hroth-
ers that 80 per cent ef the people 'were
ignorant as te wliat Buddhism really
was, for te bc-in with they make an
idol ef Buddlîî, presenting worldiy Pc.
titiens as te a gedl te one whose higliet
virtue was that lie kncw nethhig et
this worid. Were they genuine Bud-
dhists, they wouid rit lest niake ,>onie
attempte te follow the nmeral precepts
of tinît creed, but e! these they know
next te nething, having received It only
as an ancestral iegacy, and the gresseet
iramorality prevals. Eveu the exter-
nal observance et Buddhism are but
limpenfcctiy knov7n, and the benumb-
ing, deadening resuite ef a religion
-%vlichi liode ail affections and emetiens

whatever te bo ef the -nature of sin, re-
garding perfection as the destruction of
every natural inclination, can easily bie
unders-'.;od. Werk among sucli people
js e building in a swamp ; there ie
no ground to go upon, ne moral basis,
no f ulcrum. With many there ie flot
even a belief la Qed, whle Buddhia
lîlmeif ie net considered as a personal
influence. Sin is regarded as entailing
its own punialiment, and evil la oniy to
bc averted by the propitiation of con-
treliig spirits. Even wlien a mnan lias
got so far as to believe ia the eacrifice
of Christ, it is difficult to rîieke him se
Llhe necessity ef a nieral life, If net; to
work out his ewn salvation.

Thougli the more lîberal education
of the late iring did not niake hlm a
Christian, it enabled hlm. te, see the
folly ef mucl i that was bound up with
J3uddhism, and as its liead in this couin-
try hoe Instituted a reformed creed,
closely approaehing that of the xned-
cru Japanese and of Buddha's Western
admirers. Its foilowers are practically
«ithelsts who acknewledge Buddha only
as a great moral toacher, whose systern
of ethîcs they adopt, while tliey dis-
ciud everything Bupernatural, and all
the intermningled cuit of spir;d. But
this bias only affected the YJw, aud su-
perstition of every sort ie as rampant
as ever. The one prevaillng idea ie the
necfssity or " making merit" by erect-
ing temples, !ceding the priests, mak-
ing pilgrimages, liberating captive ani-
mals, etc., but practical deeds of kind-
ness and self-denial, or of provision for
the sick and poor, as met with ln China,
secin hardlly knewn. Ancestral wer-
ship for..n no part of the Siamese creed,
but Its place le la soine measuro taken
by the necessIty under which sons are
of making nit for their mýjthers.
This is one et the real eifficulties the
missionarles have te meet, as men con-
vinced of the truth et Christianity can
sec ne hope for their niothers, espe-
ciaiiy if they are already dead, and
some 'aho have been convlnced have
yet ref used baptlsmn on this account.
A feeling basedl on se noblez a trait le
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