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MEDICAL MISSTONS IN SYRIA AND PALESTINE.
BY GRORGE E. POST, M.D., BEIRYT, SYRIA.

Twenty-nine years ago Rev. David Metheny, M.D., of the United
Presbyterian Chmrch, went to Lattakia. Fourteen ycars before him, Rev.
Samuel Lyde, an accomplished scholar and a refined Christian, had gone
1o labor among the Nusairiych, the only proper heathen in Syria.  lle had
received many indignities and much evil treatiment, which broke his health
and discouraged him so much that he was obliged to leave alter five years
} of fruitless toil. Ile was succeeded by Rev. R. J. Dodds aud Rev. Joseph
k Beatlic, tvo lovely and accomplished men, both well known to the writer.
E They labored for nine years to sccure an opening among these heathen
f people, and among the nominal Christians of Lattakia. Mr. Dodds was
fan able Arabic scholar, a true Irish wit in conversation, affable and gra-

cous—in fact, in every way as a manadapted to win his way among stran-
gers and maintain lis influence when once secured 1 Mr. Beattie, though
 less gifted as & couversationalist, was a man of uncommon sweetness of
| tamper, and every way adapted to please those who value sterling worth
Ead 2 kindly spirit.  But although they had preached and talked and
§ tanght school, there was almost no visible result, and their long serviee
semed well-nigh Jost. s seon as Dr. Metheny arrived in Lattakia a
thange came over the spirit of their dream.  They tovk turns in interpret-
ing for him at his clinics, amd acting as intermediaries between him and
the poople, and visiting with him at the houses while hie was engaged in
the stady of the Arabic language.

At onee those whoe had been cool before
becime their warm friends.

They were welcomed among the bigoted, anid
had free access to poor and rich alike, to the people and the officers of the

vemment,  They could now travel safely among the turbulent moun-
wincers.  The fact that they belonged to the Hakim, and the Hakim to
aem, was a safeguard. Lo them and a recomuaendation to their persons and
their work.  As for the doctor himself, he carried 2 charmed life. An
eident in his own language will illustrate this @ “ Qnee, while travelling
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