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ciAnd Samuel said unto Jesse, Are these alt tliy childrcn 1"-1 Sarn. 10 : 11.
« jnd Jesus said unto, hlm. Thiis day is salvation corne to tbis house, for a

mue]' as hie also ia a son of Abraham."ý-Luke 19: 6.

A&rabia, like ancient Gaul, is ditided into thrc parts, Petrea, Deserta,
sud Feuix. As is the land, so bas beeîî its history. The caravan trade,
'which brougcht ail the %vealtIi of Ormuz and Imd to thc marts of the West,
Icft Iargc blessing on the desort sud made Arabia comnmercially Juzppy,
for, as Sprengcr nively puts it, " The history of early commerce is the
history of incense," and the land of incense was Arabia. Mlieu com-
mnerce left the land aud chose the sea, the entire peninsula suffecd, and
becaie, iu a sense, deserta. And wlîen Islami triumphed it petrified.

Christianity in Arabia lias had only Vwo, short cliapters ; thc first is
coinplete, the second lias not yet been writteu full. The first tels of a
supcrstitious, almost pagan, formi of Cliristianity in Ycen, before the
adrent of Mohammed. The second is the story of Chrisiain missions in
_Arabia. The first is faithfully clîroniclcd in tijat rare aud iutercsting vol-
ume, wriglîts "Essay on Early Christianity iu Arabia" (1,955). 1V is

Our purpos now to sketchi the gcograp'hy of Arabia in its relation to, luis-
sions, give an outliue of wbat bas been doue by missions, sud present
thes facts as a pics.

'physical Arabia is as woudlerful in its diversity as is the opinion of
modem enies on the ethnology of its peoples. In the Far North and
zl1ong tbr Mesopotamiaxi valley there are vast fertile plains covered iu win-
tcr with luxuriant grass, on whichi flocks of slîeep pasture. Brilliant 'with
flowcrs in spning, ail dries dead whbon thie rains cesse ; thion, too.. the
miomadis foiald ir touts; sud steal awsy. Central Arabia is a tablelaud, two
to fout thousaud feet abovc ses ' evel, rock-y aud barrenm for thc most part,
ana againa adapted te pasture aud herds or tue date palmi. The Western
coasxt beins withi lofty Sinaît aud cxt.ends te the v-olcauic rocks that give
Mekdn strcugt]i. It is, howcver, low, hot, raiulicss, aud, but for a few
cas-4s., meanly barren. Tho iiuterior riscs te, bccoic iiountainous sud deso-
late, as ncar Jiddahi sud icubo, or inuntainous, -%Yell-w~atzred, fertile, and,
dcmsely popffiated, as iu Asir aud Yin. At Jididali the lîighest iulaud.
pca1s arm only two days' journcy ; fromn Hileida il takes six days' cliib,
for mulecs sud ton for caincis to rcacli Saxmaà, the capital.

Thie Soutliem coast lino resemubles the Western, but is aitn,,mctlhcr niore
fcrile ; frei Aden to Maksllahi the country iulaud produces tobacco,
oofeec, and guns ; fruin Sluelr Vo Muscat the iinterior la least kuown but
!Llubs frein Sflr tel nie it is fertile aud populous; .lerc wvas the Regié
Iai&tuofera, the inconse country of antiquiity, aud to-day the best iraps
cme write Roba i XKhaly (tic cuîpty place) te conceal ignorance!1 North
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