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personal relations with them was one of the most striking providences in
his life.

When this embassy reached Washington, they sent an order to all the
Japanese students who were then studying in the United States, some
twelve in number, to appear before them, and among others to Mr. Neesima,
Mr. Ncesima replied that he was an outlaw, and that he acknowledged no
king but the King of heaven, and that he could not obey a mandate to
come, but if they asked him as a friend to come he would do so. He
wrote to Mr. Flint, one of his teachers, at this time : “ I expect to stand
up for Christ before the heathen embassy ; I think it is a good oppor-
tunity for me to speak Christ, I wish you would make special prayer for
me, and also for the embassy.”” They sent the request, and when Mr.
Neesima reached Washington he told Mr. Mori, the Japanese minister,
that he could not consent to meet the embassy as a vassal, but only on
terms of equality. When Mr. Necsima first met the embassy there were
twelvo other Japanese students present in the same room, who were being
supported by the Japanese Government ; these made the old Japauese
bow, but Mr. Neesima stood erect behind them in the corner of the room,
and pot until the Commissioner of Education came forward and extended
his hand to him did Mr. Neesima bow, and then in the Western way.

From this time on for a year or more Mr. Neesima was with this
cmbassy, and at their request he accompanied them to Europe, visiting all
the European capitals. He writes of this decision: 1 would not go
abroad unless I feel it may be a good opportunity to promote Christ’s
kingdom to the heart of heathen noblemen and Japan.”” As Professor
ilardy says, in the excellent ‘¢ Life and Letters’’ of Mr. Neesima, recently
published by Houghton, Mifflin & Co.: ** In Europe, as in America, he
gave all his time and strength to the study of the best methods of instrue-
tion then prevailing, the organization and conduct of schools and institu-
tions of learning of all grades, and it was on the basis of his reports that
Mr. Tanska, appointed, on his return to Japan, Vice-Minister of Education,
laid the foundation of the present educational system of Japan. His
personal influence was also felt by all who were associated with him ; for
his character marked him off from all others connected with the embassy
ina like capacity, and won for him that sympathetic esteem and respect
which was so valuable to him in later life. Travelling in close companion-
ship with others, he never failed ir his private devotions, in his conscien-
tisus resolve to rest on the Sabbath, in his effort to speak for Christ.”
Often did he stop off in Europe Saturday night, spend the Sabbath alone,
and go on Monday and overtake the party.

As the time drew near for the departure of the embassy from Europe,
toreturn home by way of Ifdia, Mr. Neesima was pressed to accompany
them to Japan, and it scemed that it would be almost impossible for him
to refuse to do so, but he decided to return to his studies in Andover, and
ascvere attack of rheumatism coming on at this time compelled him to



