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'%vas cvii arîd uncliristian, but îrnder the cytrenmcst prcssure. Jcsuitismn
reînained truc to its principles of coîîccainent, cvasion, and double meaning,
if au end la to bc gaincd, and submittcd. but did not recant.

And thie evil wroughit rcmained. As a Roman Catbolie hiistorian writes
"Ir order te, talke awvay cvtry pretext for tergiversation, Benediet XIV

issued the bull Oi,-niu»ji Sollicitudi-am, in wbici hoe recited ?Il thant had
passed on the matter, .. and Ilft nothing undone in order to put an end
to, the disputes in regard te the Malabtar rites. N',evertlicless, a leaven of
discord always rernained between the Jesuits and tue other missionaries,
a ad tho latter reproaehied the former for net observing the bull honestly."*

What have been thoé issues cf this niost aliaineful and systematie de-
ception, this doing cf evil tlîat good miglit corne? Ignomninious failure,
sinco Christianity lias been slandered, the surcess cf missions been hin-
dered, and native Christian life and character perrnanently degraded and
iveakened 1 '1«lic natives diseovered that the Romnan Suniasiis were, after
al], only Feringhees, Etîropeanq iii disguise. This enracd and disgusted
thein. It stopped conversions. It aspersed the Christian naine, and mcn
cf Mestern race. It lowered the standard cf native Christian life and
cha"racter almost ineradicably. About twenty-flve years aft-cr the bull of
Benediet %vas issuied, Fra Bartolomeo describes th,- -Madura Christians as

"living, iu the lowcst state cf degradation and ignorance. " The Abbé'
Dubois, who wvas a Roman Catiiolie mnissionary in Solitheru .ndia frein 190
te 1815~, gives in his reinarkahle, volume cf IILetters on the State cf Chiris-
tianity ia Iiidia," a mest huxniliatingr account of the wveakness, ignorance,
and superstition cf the Rtoman Catiiolie cenvers. lucre, is ene of bis state-
ments :"I During a period cf twenty-flve years tlat 1 hiave, famniliarly con-
versed wit1î them, lived among them as their religious teacher and spiritual
gulide I %vould liardly dare te aflrmn tiit I have anywlîere met a sincere, and
iiiidi,,guised Christian."

Nojr lins the evii leaven yet been pur.ged away. In tbe lfarvcsi Ficlil
cf this yeur, p. .309, an experienced and intelligent Protestant inissîouary
in Southera Itidia, the ltev. S. V. Thomas, M.A., tus writes :" Their
converts, are now te, be found in certain districts of South India, in Madura,
Trichîinopoly, Tangore, and other places. Tliese, Catiiolie Cliristians, asM
they eaul tlîcîîîelvcs, are living monuments te, attcst Uic Jesuit poliey louder
than Pascal's letters or Etnropean proverbs. Tlîcy wear marks on tlîeir
forclîeads as their h-athen neiglibors do, go te indu temples on festival
occasions, and bow down beforo the images cf pagan gods, while pcrmaps
they inwardly repeat Paters and Aves. Part cf their marriage cereinony is
perforzncd in the Christian cliapel, and the couple is blessed by the Catholic,
priest. Whcn this is donc tlîey go home, kindle, a fire, and walk round it,

tic the wveddingy knot in the prcsencc of Agni, and eau mîpon tlîat firo, god .
te, witness the solemn contract. Their churchis dividdinto compart-

* .1 Continuation of thc Cliurch rzhi.tory vt Ieranit fle:castvl," by Comte de Roblano, ttomeI
. .1~


