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Ca loancd ta thcra ta bic wltbeut Interest and ta ba re
paid after the lapse of ten ycars In tbrec annuai lest.il
inents.

9. Thoy wouid htave flic privilegeo f forinuiating tîteir
own miunieipal or conitunity iaws and ippeinting titeir
own oiil':ers.

10. Governinent ofilciais %ttouid net ititerfero witi, an)
of the inuer lnws go% erning titeir comi'.êoities but tiêc>
woeuld lés entitleel ta inilitary protection sitoulél tito> re
qui~te IL

Il. AU settlers' cîets weuiél be pitsed hle the coisntry
duty Ires.

12. As long as tiiey remnained in flic country rilitary
service should net bce refêired of Vient,, but, shoêéid sny
Miennonite enlistIn the amiy thirty rubiea, extra lianiét>
îééonrêy wotéld bce paid te huit. Thoy wouiéi bi aiiowed
ta airmt lnstead of bci,îg ceîétpolicd ta talée an
oath.

13. Thoy would bic Ires tremi every klnd of 8tatvtolaéor
for teit ycars.

il. They were at liberty ta Icave the ceuntry at any
titre but, accordlug ta ltsi annount of ssistance tînt
tiîey had recel' cd, tiîey weuld. lie required te leave bi-
lîluél a certain portion of thoir geods, tintit aftcr tus
lape of tenycars.

III have given this affer at lengtb bocatuse
last summor tho twa delogates f roma Kansas,
wbo came ta prospect for a colony, suggested
simular termes ta aur Emigiution Commi5sioncr
who seomod rather aghast at their liborality.
But tlîey were asking no more than their fore-
fathors re'-eived frara the Russian Govern-
mont.

This proposai, with a few inotir cbanges,was
accepted by the bonds ai tueo Mennonite peo-
pleé and in 1788 a large number ai thora mnoveï.
ino Russia and 8ettled in the Province o! Ber-
diansk on the Sen ai Azai. Of tîrose that re-
rnained in Gcrmany I have been able ta geL but
few particulara. In the course af years it
wouid semr as if their conditions muat Boane-
wbat have improvcd as they inecased largeiy.
Evennow,aftertbe, very extensive immigrationto
the United States, tiiere are stili large settie-
monts ai the Mennonites in Nartli Germany.
But, as1saidbufore, iL la in the colony tbatmoved
ta Ruadsia vrc feel the moat intereat. Catherine
o! Russia. kept faitlh with thora and tbey pros-
pcred. Their privilegesw~ore also confirmed by
l'aul Il. In 1807 another large body lof t G1er-
many for Russia. During tbe interval ai 77
years between the arrivai ai the firat Mennonites
in Rîîssia and the coming ai those in 1867 a
constant, tbaugb sumewbat litnited cotmmunics.
Lion, bad been maintained between those 1n
Russia, and the bretîtren in Germany.

It would seera as if the very air ai Rutssie, bad
a bad effieot on oducationai advaneement. In
spite af the privilege accorded thema of having
their own achools and educating tîtoir children
in the German language, learning did nlot
flourisb amonigat theni. They wili tell you
theraselves, that as a community Lhey are nlot
at ail ta bighly cducated as their brethren in
Germany.

Thoy enigagcd in manufactures La a consider-
able extent, espesiaily tbe making af cloth, but
agriculture was, and aiways bas been, their
chie! business. They raised vast flocks o!
sbeop, many cattle and ranch ai the whcat,
the sale ai wbich bas made Odessa anc ai the
wbcat markete af tho worid. Time passed
along and the Ruggiani Governmont bad nover
serionsly broken faitb with thora until 31870,
whcn the new law was passcd requiring
military serviceofa thein. For a Limne tbsy re-
fuscd ta bedievo tbu thLbir IlGood Fathor thu

Czar," as thoy styled hlm, hand turned se cold
a hicart towards thoni. But time 8howed that
like moat .bad news it ivas oîîly tou truc. On
the lth af Fobruary, 187 1, a deputation of the
moBt proîninent Mennonites sought an interview
withi the Czar and wero accordcd ono with tho
ChicfiNMinister. They urgcd thoir dlaims ta
consideration in a mtait; cloquent manner. Thoy
pointed out to him that lmimunity from Military
service had been ana ai the chief inducements
for their coming ino thc country. Shawved
wliatlaw-alidin)g,ftititful citizeus they liad beon
and rcniinded the Minister .nat in the war,
but thon recently closed, if thoy had not borna
arme they hiad assisted with their mniouy and
had given vory valuable aid in the caro of the
sick and dcad. Tite Mlinister admitted al[
thcle facta, but complaincd that thongh thoy
had been so long in the country, but few af
thoîn spokeé the language, and thb- f thoy wcre
aIl as distinctively Dutch or Germen as they
had ever been. Tite spokesnman of flie delega.
tion admittcd the accusation about tlio lait.
guago, but said they intedcd ta Icarn it. Tho
Minister thon rominded hirm that they hadl
heen eighty years thinkiîîg about it. Aftcr
much discussion, further delogations and a
great dcal of anxiety and uneasinesa, a furtber
exemption was granted tbcm for twenty-five
years. But the learning of the Russian lant-
guage was made caînpulsory, many ai their-
minor priviieges wore takon away fromn them
and a certain amount of labor for the state waa
ta bo exaced each ycar. TIhis labor for the
cste was ta be in the formi af planting trecs
and caring for themn. They were to be divided
inta districts. To wear a certain uniforin, ta
go through a certain prescribed drill and ta
plant eacb year a certain number ai trees and
to care for these forcats as they grew. The
Mennonites wvore not at ail 6atisfied with these
conditions, but it was Hobsou's chaice. There
were at titat tine in Russia, between 50,000
and 80,000 Menonites.

LOOK1NO TOWARDS C.AN'ADA.
It was at this period that, througli the efforts

of Mr. Zorabs, Engiish Consul at Berdiansk,
they began ta look towards Canada as a land
ai promise. They were ta be allawed ta leave
Russia if they did go before 1883, and many of
themt were only too anxious ta get away. The
firat ofliciaI communication ta the Canadian
Governiment, of thair detire, ta comes ta Canada,
bears date the 7th day ai March, 1872, and is
in the formi of a dispatch froni the Honorable
Serctary of State for the colonies, accompanied
by letters froma Mr. Zorabs and sanie ai the
leading Mennonites asking if they would be ex-
empt fromn military duty and the taking af
catha. And whiat land grants would be miade
theni. Favorable answers were returncd and
they were invited ta, send delegates (aL the cost
ai te Canadian Govcrnment) ta spy out the
land. Mr. He8peler, present Germen Con.
sul, at Winnipeg, was thon an an emigration
trip in Germany. Ho wvas rcquested by our
Covernment ta go te, Berdiansk and malté en-
quiries and assist the emigrants in any way ho
could. This Mr. leispeler did, but itwas found
ta bc a false movc. Russia, praved a veritablo
dog.in-thc.mnangcr. She would not lot these
people live peaccablo in bier territory. Said if
tbey did nlot like bier termis tbey migbt go.

But as soon as shte saw t.iat sonmebody elso
wanted tlîeî, site made a fusa and would nat
allow any one ta, induco thein to omigrate.
llowover, aiter somne trouble and delay, thcy
sent out delcegatcs in 1872 and 1873. Thcse
delegat , i ter travelling aIl over the province,
decided an tlic level prairie land betwcen WVin.
nipeg and the boundary, as a location. These
lands liad been passed aver by other ettlera as
uselesa an account ai thec lack ai fuel. But ta
a people front the vast treeless steppes ai Rus.
sia, and aceustomcd ta preparing their own
fuel, titis presentcdt no dillùlulty. Tho tiret
ternms grantedl these people was as follows:-

lot. Entire c\emIl)iton frnni ,nilltary serv ice.
12nd. A frtee grant of lantds In Mianitoba.
3rti. The prêt ilege etreligionescshools 0f tieir otn.
ith. The priviicge of airirîlng instcad of niaklng

oaths in court.
Sth. Tite passcnger waeranti freont lamburg ta Fort

Oarry, for tiée suin of f30 per adlt, $15 for chiidren un.
der c;git)car, and $3 feor iii!att undcr oe ycar.

Oth. Th,ý lérices net ta be changed détring tho years
1874, 1575 and 1876, and il ciêanged aftcrwards, not ta
excccd e-80 iip to the ycar 1582.

11h. Tite immnigrants ta be provided vrith provisions
during their jeurney betwecn Litez pool and CoIiin:,wood.

(An incident whichi occurrc(l during the visit
ai the-delcgates, anti for wvhich I ama indebted
ta Rev. Dr. Bryci, wvas rallher inauspicious,
consiciering they wvere a people seeking immuni.
ty froin war. The clelegates badl set ont to
view the Portage plains. Their waggons were
driven by Canadians. Whou they had got
saine distance on their way tlrey met sanie
halibrceds an horseback. An altercation arase
between the Canadians and the halfbreeds, the
feeling botween tue two parties being very bit-
ter at tlat tue. After some sparring tho driv.
ers of the Mennonite delegates continued tho
journey and put up for the night at 11lowse"
or II Hause'so," (a tavera halfway between Fort
Garry and Partage la Prairie.) During the
night the place wvas surraunded by armed hall.
Lrccds, and there the delegates were kept in a
state of *siege until roleased by a band ai
mounted troopers froni Winnipeg. IL 'vafear-
cd tlîat this npleatant occurrence wvould put
an end ta Mennonite immigration, but fortuin-
ately suclh was nat the case.

TIIEY FINCALLY SETTLE 119RE.

In 1S74 about 200 familles cama ont and sot.
lIed an theso lands. Up ta 1889 the streani ai
Mennonite emigration was more or legs con-
stant. In addition ta the privileges already
spoken ai some further concessions as ta homne-
steading were miade ta theni. An entrant in
the Western Reserve prier ta 1885, and any
one in the Estern Reserve wha secured bis en-
try priar ta l4th August, 1889, can abtain pat-
ent on proof ai residence in a bouse ai bis own
for six monthis in eaeb year for three years any.
where within the reservo in wbich tho land is
situated and tbat he bas been engaged in agri-
culture within such reserve. Ho je not requir.
ed ta show tbat ho bas iived at ail an bis awn
homeatead or within any given radius there-
front, or that ho bas cultivatcd or impravcd bis
awn homestead. Theso speciai privileges
accardcd ta Mennonites wcre withdrawn in the
Eastern and Western Rscrves upon tho dates
metitisted, respectivély. sonme twenty-two
townsbips %vore set apart for-Menuonite sottie-

(Coiirt=lue on Page 14.)


