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to obtaini clotlîing. Any sniall issue rroin
our press is prýized(, as the nug get would
be by the Aiistralian miner, and is soug1ît
after -%vith equal avidity. A fact provîng-
the jvalue they attach to their book is
their anxiety t'O keep it ctean-;i piece
of pape'r for a cover is considered by
theni a very, valuable accompaniment to
their littie library, and so incessant is the
application for it, thiat 1 ha% e been Coin-
pelled to appoint one xnorniniîga iveek at
a certain houir for the distribution. An
Engiislî bystander inigbit imagine, from
the whioie seene beiore bim,'thiat I was
distributinfr Bank of E ntland Notes ra-
ther than -the advcrtising pages of the
Evangelical Magazine, or bits of old
MewVspaper. liBacli one also secures bis
bookcs in a neat baty of native plat. A
slate is greatly este'enied by all but by
the boys and( young, nen in particular,
many of ivhiom ean write very nieely;
and those w~ho possess siates may bc seen
on Sàbbatlîs taking dowvn portions of the
sermon. Aftcr service caci siate fornîs
the nueleus of an inqluiriingY party for the
Purpose of obtaining information on the
varions topies of 'the discour.se, they-
thegn prepare theniselves for the questi-
ounig service wiîich usaaUly foliows ecd
sermon.

"The capabitie., of these peopl_- are of
no mean order; altlîough, in their unci-

* vilised state they preseat a very degra-
ding spectacle, they 'ýery quiekly learaj to read anîd wirte; indeed 1 never inet
'with ebildren ivlîo would acqîîire the art
of writinT so quickly.

"The whole of tic people are very per-
severing and industrious. TVhis will bc au-
counted for by the faet, that they are com-
pc'lled to ivork liard to obtain a livelilîood.

h1. island produces very little coînparedl
with niany ofthe islanis ini Eastern Poly-
nesia. This bas very littie of the bread
frit, iwhile tliey abound. ivith it; and
the cultivation of the vain, the staple of
these islands,ismiuch niore laborious than
that of the taro, the staple of the Eastern
groups, but it is reaill a very fine vege-
table, some wceighing u1>wardh of tlîirty
pouuds, and not %vatery as they are at
TFana. Alinost all tropical fruits miight
be grown hae; ami owving to its poi
Mity to the tenmperate laiuemany of
the Engvlisli frutan v(,utbe ni,,Y
be introducgd, uith additional ccmfort to
the Mission fanîlilies, besitlus a great ad-
-yantage to theepcople. Thle whole island i s
quitcý destitute of puire ivr. The ra.
whieli falis ni great abaindanec, appears

to filter tlîronglî the porous coral
of which the island is entirtly formed
In a few of the deeop natural wells, with
whieh the island abounds, water is found,
chielly at higli water; and, baving con-
nection -with the sen, it is brai kiifi, and
sometîmes very sait. There is po sueh
thing as a strcam oni the island. Thri
principal drink: of tbe natives is cocoa-nut
unilk, sugar-cane, and nielons-of the two
latter they neyer speak of eating but al-
ways of drinking, theva. The sugar-
cane is grown ivery extensiveiy in their
plantations, solcly for this purpose.

"1Formerly, the whole of the popula-
tion made the interior of thçaý island thàir
principal resideace, and camne fo the sea
Coast oceasionally for the purpose of
bathing and fisbing. Since the introduc-
tion of Clîristianity, those whio have e-
braced it mnake tbe sea-coast tifeir prin-
cipal seutlement, and glo into the bush to
work tbeir plantations. They generally
leave on Mondasy and rcttirn oui the F ri-
-day.

-On Our arrivai at this island we
found a ilr Nilîiil, a clerryman, residincr
at Guama, left by the lisliop of' Ne'
Zealand for the benefit of is health. He
lias since died. WVe bave derived great
assistance from bim in acquiring the ]an
guage. WVe found several portions of
the Seriptures circulated anong the peo-
ple, transiated and printcd by himself,
and the %wbole very correctly exccutcd;
aise the Ten Commnndments ini large
print, for the Scbools. A hymn-booc
containing tweîîty-six hymus, and a
School-book containing an outline ofecar-
ly Seripturc I-Iistory. Besides tiese. he
vcrykî-ndly and readily delivered
over to us many otiier portions of Scrip-
turc, manuscript. He lîad also compiied
a sunail grcammar, iviicli lie allowed us to
c0py ; tiis at once cleared up many dif-
fleuilties, wvhich would have catan«led
us mucli in our future studies of theîLn-
guage.

"Mà1. Sunderland lias, sinc our arri-
val, pinted a school-book containing
elements of reading, to which is append-
cd thc B3ook of Jonai, Psalîn xcv., and
the Lord's prayer. traýslated by Mr Ni-
bîill. AMr Creaglî lias since takený through
the press thîe first ehapter of John's Gos-
pel ini thîe Liu!nug ivhicli Mr Ni-
luItl al,,o translatcd %viti the assistance of
thîe nativets of tlis island, wlîo ii nderstand
the Lifu very mucli as Engiish people do
the Frenchu language. Mr Crezgl is now
printing the whole Gospel of Mark ini
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