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Pre-Raphaelism.
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Aiong the niany developuients of civilization iu England during
the i9 th century flot the ieast remarkable is the expansion of art. --
art as a factor in life, art as au institution, art as a mot'ive power.
Until this cenury art had no direct bearing uipon tise political econ-
onsy, social conditions or unorzl lift: of the British nation. The con-
dition of art ini the last century was oie of rnystery ; with its temples.
priests, and votaries, it revolved *n a chxaruxed circle and plnyed littie
or no part ini the developinent >rf the race. It was patrouized but not
practised by tise wvealthy. ai.d the counimon people knew littie or
nothing about it, save as ou state occasions they were pernxitted to
view the pouîp and pageantry of highi lie. On the continent, on the
otiser baud, the conditions were differeut. Art had been for a long
tinie an *iuipostant elenient in the civilization of the Etiropeanl races.
The resuit was that art flourished on the inaiuland ini both castie and
cottage, but faiied lu the British Isles, until tIse Revolutiou of 1789
drove to Engiand the cultured aristocracy. the princes of finance and,
the skilled wvorkiuen of the crunibliug enterprise of France. With
thiese also carne the nasterpieces of Versailles, and the Tuilleries,
the gaileries of Chociseul, of Colonne and the ])uke of Orleans,-the
hetirlooms of the centuries. Art itself followad iii their wake and
throughout the next sixty years Nvaxed and waned in its struggcle for
liberty ; but was at lengtb overcoine and bound fast witli tise bonds
of hopeless, helpless înannerism.

As 1848 wvas a sueusorable year in the aunais of the history of
social and political changes lu 1Lurope it was also a inarked. period iln
the history of tIse developusent of -art iu Englaud. Flfteen % ears be.
fore the great armuy of slaves iu tise British Emipire were eusiaucipated.
and for haîf a gcneration nsen liad been breathing tise (-nlargi-ag air
of freedoni. The popularization of the House of Couinnons had
brouglit iu tise 4Era-of Reforii." For eight years 'tise peuple hiad
lsad free postage, for two years free bread, religions- freedoiu hiad been
long enjoyed, and this selfsasie year shook every throne upon the
Burcipean continent, and gave to tise Chiartists of E nglaud tfle free-
doin of the franschise, wvhich the sniiddle classes lsad enjoyed, for six-
tecui vears.-society wvas free, governusients %.ere free, tise individual
%vas free, the grace of God was free; but as yet art wvas not Urce.
Ligit was breaking however. A prophet liad arisen in the person of
Turner-a veritabie Jphn the Baptist -preaching repentance.- with
al] tIse power and grace, fearlessuess; and eloquence of the prophet of
the %viiderness. Turner went to nature and was instructed, lie turn-
ed to his canvass and preached tise thorolsghi 's'tlffness of Misat was
stiff, tIse grace of %vhat wvas gracefuil and the vastness of what wvas
vast. " He caughit tise sublinme and tra lsferred it to caî,tise


