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this plan; thore is a pod opcning already for several others, and it
might have been bettcr if this method had not been dcpartcd from in
any case of the L-ind. Whcre a large nad vealthy population, including
many cultivators of almost every imaginary variety of human knowledge,

i~collccted together within a comparativcly small space, there is induce-
ment to the formation of numcrous distinct Societies, though even theit
the advantages are by no means unmixed; but in a ncw country, with a
scattercd and not on the average a very wcalthy population, ail that can
be said of the importance of the higher culture, and the general bencfit
arising from its diffusion, favors comprehensive plans as alone likcly to
'be succcssful, as alone having even a chance o>f any vide support, or of
excrting any extended beneficial influence. The cases of private ch.'os,
for particular studios and pursuits, literary or scientifie, are no more
touchcd by these remarks, than if their objccts wcre musical or nhcrcly
social; but the formation of formai socicties for the cultivation of distinct
branches of science or literature, cannot be otherwise than an net of
hostility against a more comprehensive association, which is at the same
time seeking add preparcd to welcome the very communications which are
thus turned into a new channel. The question is, which plan is on the
whole best ? If' our coinmunity is prepared to support various distinct
ficientifie bodies, to enable them to publish their papers and carry out
their separate plans, they have a right to try experimeats. I tell thcm
plainly they will not rneet with the support thcy seck; aud whatever
succcss they do obtain will be so much strcngth drawn away from the
Caniadian Institute, a Socicty which aitias at a wider usefulncss, and has
claims on the patronage of evcry man in the country who loves and
values knowledge- and culture-which offers to them ail privileges, such
as no limited body can pretend to afford.

I come now to a question as to the extent of country over which surh
a Society as ours may advantageously extend its operations. The
Canadian Institute was designed by its founders to enibrace the whole
province of Canada as then understood, enroliing among its members
the seattered loyers of k-nowledge, and collecting their communications
as materials for its journal. It has ut preseat me.mbers i various parus

of Ontario and Quebee, n"'ne of whomn it would willingly part from;
but the new condition of public affairs forces us to re-consider our cou-
dition, and to form, some judgmeat as te, what course will be of most
public utility, and will best advance our objects. We might possibly
aspire to extend our operations over the whole Dominion, or be reaiy
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