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Hle lias approved himself to theni as a mani
wbo can think and act for himself on public
matters. Philistinism bas affected to regard
him as eccentric, because lie lias dared to
strike out his own patb and devote his 'talents
to the service of his couiitry in bis own way.
We shall soon sec wliethcr 2'ke Liberal wil
risc to the importance of the impending
crisis ; meanwvhile wve wish its publishers, as
ivc are always ready to wisli any one wlio
launches lis bark upon the uncertain sea of
journalism, a. large measure of success in
their new enterprise.

If General Grant liad thc power and the
nerve, as lie unqucstîonably possesses the
desire, to retain thc supreme power in lis
own bands for life, thc free institutions of
the Ujnited States would flot be wortli a
rnonth's purchase. Yeats ago Gen. Blair
of Missouri expressed his conviction that
thc low estimate popnlarly formed of Grant's
intellectual capacity %vas a mistaken, anc'
mnight prove a fatal, one. In his opinion,
and he had ample opportunities of formîng
a correct judgment, Grant "ipossessed a
vigour of mmnd and an intcnsity of ambition
wvhich would make bis election to thc Pre-
sidency a great public danger." This view
led Blair to prognosticate that if flic
General Ilwcre once clected to that office
he would neyer rclinquish it." The Presi-
dent lias dcvotcd bis energies during thc
second terni in endeavouring to secure rc-
election fora thîrd ; and, although lis liopes
received a powerful chieck at the November
clections, it is by no nicans clear that lic
lias abandoned them. His intimate asso-
ciates public]- boast that tbey Ilwxll have
hum for ten ternis, if tbey can get bum."
Before tlie war, Grant was; a sort of cheaalier
d'inzdustrie, and so, littie did lie care* for the
Union, that it was by a mere accident lie
xwas not enrollcd in the arniy of Gen. Lee.
Luckily for huiscîf, lie was attracted to flic
Northern side, rose to fanie and attaincd
lhe highest office in the gift of lis fellow-

citizens. During a six years' occupancy
hie lias feathercd bis own nest with charac-
teristic avarice, and, at the saine lime,
dliaritably providcd for every man, womnan,
and cbild having, by birtli or marriage, the
good fortune to be connected witli the noble
liouse of Grant. Sbould lie gracefully relin-
quish the office on the fourth of Mardh,
1877, lie wilI retire into the obscurity of
private life with the proud consciousness
tbat lie is the ridbest President who ever
turned bis back upon the White Huse,
leaving as a legacy to bis grateful country
thc countless lierd of relations he lias quar-
tered upon it.

Recent events in Louisiana have clearly
demonstrated the utterly unscrupulous cIa-
racter of Grant. A ruler who will niaintain
in power a notoriously illegal governuent
bý force, and send bis soldiery to re-enact
Colonel Pridc's purge in tlie legislature and
to decide contested elections at the point of
the bayonet, is capable of any outrage uI)of
thc liberties of a free people. After making
every allowvance for the real difficulties in
the President's patli, there can be no apolo-
gy for bis persistent efforts to, make thiese
difficulties chronic. Out of bis own mouth
lie stands condemned, for he laid down the
law for buiseif ini these words ;-'II can
conceive of no case, not învolving rebellion
or insurrection, wb-;ere sudh interference by
authority of the general governimcnt ouglit
to be permitted, or can be justified." There
is no pretence tbat any lawlessness prevails
in the unfortunate State, excep)t that of the
carpet-baggers and thc U. S. troops wbo
uphold theni in usurped power. The mis-
sion of Gen. Sheridan to New Orleans is the
master-key to the secret designs of Grant
No one knew better than the President that
tbe IILicutenant-General" niight be safely
entrusted with the execution of apolicy Nbidb
Strafford and Laud would bave recognized az
IIThorough." Gcn. Grant bas gone back to
1868 ; he mught have gone a littie furtber
back. Iu 1867, Andrew Johinson, finding'
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