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Maria was again at a loss wwhat to think of the actual situation
of a lady whom the world considered so enviable and so happy.
She, liko others, had heard whisperings that all was not so plea
sant in.Mr. Ainswortivs cstablishment asitlooked on the surfuce ;
sho, like others, had heard that the Indy was not exaetly what had
been expeeted of her, mn her private habits § but these reports had
not lessenod the gratitude of the poor dress.maker, for the kindness
received at her hands ; and hier own circumstanees requiring that
sho should muke some change in her mode of living, she had
chosen to offer her scrvices to Mrs. Ainsworth iv proferonco to
any other person. .

¢ My poor mother,” said she, after entering upnn her own story,
s is, I Tear, beyond all hope. I have tried my utmost to muintain
her by my work, but her habits have driven away all my best
fricnds. 1 am now doterinined to adopt a different plan—to
leave her to hersclf. 1t scems a hard *hing_for a ¢hitd to do, ga
I am supported by the advice of an excellent gentleman who has
taken great pains i that part of the town where wo live, and been
the mehne, under Providence, of saving meny a poor family from
ruin. ‘The person my mother married for her second husband, 1
have already said, 18 o hard man ; but I must do bim the justice
to add, that he has come forward on this occasion, and agreed to
join with me in her support, cach of us supplymg a weckly sum
out of our carnings, 8o that she will huve no need to suffer, unless
she brings distress upon herself.  And now, ma'am, if you shouid
want a person 1n the capacity I have mentioned, you will find no
one More anxious to serve you fmthfu]lgcthnn myself.?

Tho offer was a tempting one to Isabel, for she had keenly felt
the privation of having no longer an attendznt upon her person,
no one whose undivided attentions she could command as a right.
Her authonty, as the mustress of the house, was, however, so
entirely nonunal, that she could only refer Maria to Mr. Ains.
wotth, and she did this without tho slightest hope that her wishes
would be complied with.

Mercly considesed as her wishes, it is more than pmbable they
would not; but 1t so happened that he had already been looking
out for a trustworthy and economical person, to fill the station for
which Maria had offcred herself.  Arrangements were therefore
soon entered into, by which the poor dressanaker beeame a mem.
ber of Mr. Ainsworth's fatily, and her istress hud then the ad.
vantage of proving how superior is a faithful, tv a tlattering ser.
vent.  Dutiful, am‘f devoted, as Maria was, to the interests of her
mistress, in one point she proved unfhinching ; and it is probable
that the unassalable mtegnity of this simple girl, had more cftect
upon the infatuated ‘being over whom she watched, than all the
reproaches and sevenity of her cquals in rank and station.

It was, however, not the resvlutivn of o moment with Tsnbel,
which saved her from ruin. Tt was the yearning of a wounded
spirit after better things, which often proved too wenk for the
conflict of the day. It was a recurrence ugain undagain to those
aspirations of the soul, which all, except the utterly depraved, at
tines experience. It was a determination so often vivlated, so
often shaken, that no forbcurance, but that of the Giver of all holy
desires, could have received agum to the bosom of merey, the
weak and erring wandcerer who strayed so perversely from the
path of peace,

In addition to the watchful eye of her faithful attendant, Isabel
had the reproachful looks of her adupted child to mert, whenever
sho transgressed the rulo this child had Jaid down ‘for her; and
fertile as Matilda was in finding excuses for hersdlf, ‘she found
none for deviations which to her appeared as gross, as they were
wholly unaccountable, Thusthe force and sinplicity of her ex-
pressiond, whenever she spoke the language of ‘eondemnation on
this subject, were such os to make her mother shrink before hers
while her best; and strongest resolutions were often furmed by the
bed.side of the suffering child,

Sad would 1t be, however, and fatal to our best interests, if
our good resolutions were left entirely to our own strength. ‘Theré
is a mighty power which may often bo secn at work around
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bodily sufferings becamo subducd under [its influcnce, while hep
whole being was so changed, that a new existence scemed to
dawn upon her,

Isabe} hud nover regretted so ({nuch as on making this diseoye.
ry, that indolenco hud prevanted her cultivating to a greater cf.
tent her own taste for music.  Still she knew enough to pleuse
Mutilda ; and when she ficst conceived the idra, and’ proposed 1o
the histless and unoccupied girl to become her teacher on the piano
1t would huve been difficult to suy which of the twn, the molth:
or the duughter, was the most happy. It seemed as if, to the
poor child, there was an actual expansion of being in the mere
thaught~-50 vacant had been the long hours of her lonely life, so
destitute of melody tho chamber in which her ynung spirit hag
pined and fretted fiko a coptive bird. The dry routine of learning
10 1ts least attractive foran, hed been sometimes tried upon Mati).
da by her msters, and on.cvery occasion had been pronounced en.
tiroly through hier own perversoncss, to bo a total failure, She
was in fuct, considered as incompetent, though her countenance,
L and her occasionul remarks, were strongly contradictory of this
assertion.  She now began to shiow, however, of how mnuch her
character was capable, how trifling was her estimate of diff.
cultics when a sufficient cnd was to bo attained, and how much
her spinit could nise above the sufferings under whieh it had been
uccustomed to sink, when occupation was afforded to the facul.
ties of her mind. :

In the anticipated pleasure of teaching the impatient child tlio
only thing she had yet evinced an inelination to learn, Mrs, Ains.
worth was, however, disappointed ; for how to teach music with.
out an mstrument, and how to procure onc were questions of
paramount difficulty to solve; nor was it until repeated applica.
tions for the necessary sum had been denied, that sho clearly saw,
and buterly regretted, the folly of having spent her own money as
she had done—in personal-nay, worse—in bodily gratification,
A httle less of this indulgence, for the last fow ycars of her life,
would now have enabled her to rouse into cheerful and health
oxcreise, the powers of a mind, which nothing but adverse cir.
cumstances could have depressed ; and yet in consequence of her
lawish and fruntless expenditure upon the body, she must see this
young mund cast down, repining, hopless, and unoccupied.

Isabel felt daily more and moro the distress in which her lon
estubhished habus of scifish indulgence had involved her ; but she
felt at the sume time, what was in some measure a new sensation
with her, that her present object was a good one; and she deter.
unned, 1f 1t were pusstble, to overcome every obstacle which stocd
m the way of 1s accomplishment, and for this pnrpose she ven.
tured to renew her application to her husbund.

Mr. Amsworth could understand the difference between vice
and wirtuc, so fur as vico was allowed to be wasteful and extrava.
gunt, virtue decent and saving ; but how to understand the claime
of his wife when she had no object in view beyond that of impart.
ing huppiness to an obscurc and profitiess individual, or of eleyat-
ing an humble fellow.bemg in the scale of moral agency, was
more than could be expected of a man like him 3 and the efusal
he so often repeated, was prompted mote by a conviction of the
extrame unr b of the d d, than by any decided
feeling of unkindness. ..

What then was left for Iszbel to do? She applied to Miss
Ainsworth. She cven condescended to bargain with her for the
prico of many houschold luxuries, which she propused for the
future to deny hersclf. Miss Ainsworth, however, had as little
understanding of tho case as her father, and she replied with blank
astonishment—** 1f you have no need for these things, and don't
tend to take them, why should I pay you for them? Itisa
principle with us never to take what is unnecessary.”

Poor Isabel! she was on the point of yiclding to her natural
feclings of despondency, when suddenly recollecting her jewels,
she exclaimed~~** Never more shall this person, so unattractive,

80 degraded, be decked with costly ornaments as 1t bas becn. It

, {18 for me to shnok from cbservation, not to court the gaze of

removing obatacles, making dutics casier, and raising up barsicrs { others.”

o protect us from temptation and danger.

!

The alternative wlich thus presented itself was eoon acted

Jsnbel discovered, m her growing intimacy with the negleeted tupon.  In the absence of Mr. Ainsworth, a pianc was purchased,
being, whose mtuation claimed her utmost tenderness, that shehad fand placed 1n Maulda's roomn; and though the disapprobation
to do with a.more thon ordinarily gified mind, whose latent pow. t with which this duning act of extravagance was regarded by the
ers, exisung without the means of exarcise, aftorded a sufficient | master of the house, was by no means trifling, Isabel was mare
cause for much of that irntability and discontent for which Ma. 1 than rewarded tor the reproaches she had to cndure, by the une
tilda had Mtherto been more blamed than pitied. One talent, * controlluble joy of the dehghted girl.

which she poseessed 1n a niore than common degree, was a genius !

for music. It not orly soathed hor rufifed temper, but exercised

Lessons on the piuno wero now regularly commenced, and
though the process of lexrming music js a very differcat ane from

80 great a power over her wholo frame, that tho violence of her ) that of practisng 1t when learned, it afforded "to the ‘mother and
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