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and with rapidity, comfort, and compariitive safety, flnd hiniseif in a few days Bail-
ing on the placid bosomn of the noble Mississippi. Favorable to commerce, and
friendly intercourse may -we aise cemplôy thé means of transit to facilitate the cause
of evangelization. Lot messengeis, carryirig the glad tidings, flywith the everlast-
ing Gospel te, thcm. that, dwell on the earth.

Few things could have been more ýgratifying to me than your appoiutment te
Wisconsin. I have had the opportu.nity to preach again, thougli for a short tirne,
te thc fanilies wlio had left one of my congregations (the English Settlement, Lon-
don) for the far west. These friends a:re deservedly dear to me. I am' now
acquainted with their religious prospecté, and their social condition. The resuit of
niy visit is to create iu niy soul an abidiÉg earnest desire for the spiritual welfare
of the people cf these western coujitries. Thcy are in a great nicasure destifute cf
the means cf gracle. They are greàtly exposed-I fear'many cf them are disposed
-te the blighting influences botEf cf 'worIdliness and scepticismn.

On Blake's Prairie I fôund threè small' ecclèiastical* organisýation*s, besides our
infant congregation-Congrcgatiocnalýsts, MéthiodiÉts, and'Baptists. The tÈô former,
aided liberally by the ýcdmmuxiity, have recently eÈected'places cf worship. On the
first Sabbath forenoon I prcaàlied'iif the Congregatienial'Churth, and aýgaiù on a
week dat, at the requestof thèixr mlistère. 1 -lîas.plêas,ýd te find in. bis libi-aiy the
TheologicalLectures of my reverend Prýofesser,-thé late boctor Dick, cf Glasgo-iw,
and other works of a like character, indicatinghis own preferences as te the grand
tenets cf Theology, Our friends chietly attend his ministiy in their presênt desti-
tution of ordinances iu connection with their own church.

The prospects of eux congregation are not fiattering, ncither should they bc
disconraging. Were our Presbytery able te give them thc aniunt, and the kiud cf
supply they need, by the Divine blessing attending the means, I believe success
vould Uc certain. Instead ôf affording theni six weeks supply cccasionally. Could
a preacher possessing a truc missionary spirit-active and dauntless in the face cf
inucli ungodiuessand theoreticiil iifdeity*bc lccated for six mcinths at a tume, for
a few ycars, I Inow that abundant success would reward bis faithfulncss. Our
congregation, now fewin number, would bc largely'increased. The material is in
that quarte:r, and -wouàld gradually Uc collected under the -power cf the triitb, sane-
tioned anai blesscd by thc Hcly Spirit. Thc religions indifference and dest!fution cf
the community make the demând claimant. The circunistances'cf the people make
the competent support cf a faithfùl and laboricus ministr3i undoubted.

We are sustained by thc assurànce that tÊe interdste oQ'f Christ's cause and kingdcmn
depend net ou man, but on the Lord Ilimself. Hie appoints, directs, and controls al
things iu his universo7i lingdo-m, and Tenders them Eubser-v*ent te, his kingdorn cf
grace and glery. It ploases himn te sustain his holy designs by a legitimate instru-
mentality. Yen, appointed your niissienaryto use his discretion in flic election and
ordination cf Ruling Eiders, that'if practicable the organisation cf the congregation
might bc complete. At that tiue our knowledge cf the persons congregated
suggestcd that this was attainable. The mian who most cf ail nilt have 1becu
instrumental in premoting thc objects cf eur Mission, becanse cf the icisure 'which
lie could have commanded, flic character which lie sustaineci, and. bis extensive
acquaintance on the prairie and iu the neighbourin towns, was, during iny stay,
under the illness which terminated in deat1:i Thi was feit as a stroke upon the
congregation. It was therefore not deemed expeaient te, ccnstructa session.

During the six weeks of my appointaient I had littie opportunity te preach on
week days. The farruers on tic prairie -were whelly occnpied with, their farming
operations. The autumu is thc season ifi" 'which. they thresh their crops and
carry their produce tc, market. tlnlike Canada,,-ycu seldom sec a ban as yen pasa
along tic railriay tbrough, Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois. It is se on ]lles
prairie, lu the tewns few seem to, care for any thing Ueydnd the present world. On
Uic Sabbaths 1 prendhed for thc ineet part on the prairie in Tvarions sehool liouses.
Arrangements could. be get only te prencli once in ]3eetewn. He'é thereis cnly one
place cf wvcrship nearly always oecupied by 3lethoclists amd ]iaptists. I preaclied
three times in Casseile, owas many Sabbaths. This -town was coxnmenced some
twcnty years ago by tliree gentlemen as proprieters.' Theý 'expccted ihat it 'would
become the capital cf a State* situated où botli bides of Uic Mississippi. In this they
were disappointed ; ns Uic river le theUboundt'yv between Wisconsin and Ic'wa.' Thé


