
Kingy Alfred the Great.

once a trait of national clîaract-ýr and
a proof tluat the exploits of Alf red
are not nîytlîical. By the treaty of
Wedmore, thec north-eastern part of
E ngland becanie the portion of tlîe
Dane, where lie ,vas to dw'ell iii
peace with the Saxon people, and
in allegiance to tileir king, but uin-
der luis ow'n lawvs-an arrangrement
whichi lîad notlîing strange in it
wlîen law wvas only the custom of
the tribe. As a part of the coin-
pact, Gutluorm led over his 'Nortlî-
men froni thîe allegiance of O dini tu
tlîat of Christ, and -,vas himself bap-
tize(l by the Churistian namne of
Atlielstani. Wliere relig ,ions Nvere
national, or rather tribal, conver-
sions w'ere tribal, too.

TPle -Nortlînîen of East Anglia
lîad not so far put off tlueir heatlieî
propensities or thîcir savage perfidy
as to reniain perfectly truc to tlueir
covenant: but, on tlîe wLîole, AI-
fred's policy of compromise and
assimilation was successful. A new
section of lîeathen Teutonisnî -was
iIicorl)orated into Clîristendom, aîîd
Engiicylanid absorbed a large Norse
population, -%vlose dwelling-place i s
still marked by tue names 1of places
and perhaps iii some measure by the
features and cluaracter of the p2-ople.
Ii thc fisliernien of Wlîitby. for c-

ample, a town with a Danish name,
thiere is a peculiarity whii is proh-
ablv Scandinavian.

Alfred lîad rescued the country.
But the country wvhich he liad re's-
cued was a wreck. TPle Church,
the gyreat or-an of civilizati9îî as
wecll as of spir*tual life, wzas ruined.
The monasteries wvere in azlies.
TPle nonks o)f St. Cutlîbert wcre
wan(lering fromn place to place. witl
the relics of the Z'reat northcrn
Saint. Thei w'orslîip of Wodcn,
seemei on, tlîe point of returîuing.
Tîxe clergv had exchangcd the mis-
sal andl censer for the hattie-axe,
and had beconue secularized and(
brutalized lwV tlue colifict. Tlîc

lcrigof the order was dead.
TPle Latin langu-tage.- tle tongue of

the Churcli, of Iitcrature, of educa-
tion, wvas almost extinct. Alf red
himself says that lie could flot recol-
lect a pricst, south. of the Thames,
who understood the Latin servic2
or couIld translate a document f rom
the Latin whien lie becamie king.
Political institutions were in ail
equal state of disorganization.
Spiritual, intellectual, civil life-
everytlîing wvas to be restored: and
Alfred un(lertookc to restore cverv-
thing-.

No mari in tixese clays stands
alone. or towers in unapproachable
superiority al)ove bis fellows. Nor
can any man now play a1l the parts.
A division of labour lias taken place
iii ail sphieres. Tîxe timie when the
niissionaries at once coîîverted and
civilized the forefathers of Euro-
pean Clîristendoni. %%-iecn Chiarle-

mgnie or Alfredl was t«,ie mnaster
spirit iii eî'erytliîg, lias passed
awav, and with it the day of liero-
worslîip. of rational hiero-worship,
lias departed, at least for tlîe Einro-
pean nations. The more hackward
nations may stili need, and have
reason to venerate, a Peter the
Great.

Alfred lhad to (10 everything ai-
mnost with his own lîands. He wvas
himself the inventor of the candie-
clock wiiichi iieasured lus time, so
unspeakably precious, and of the
lantern of transparent lîorn wlîichi
protected the candle-clock against
the wind iii the tent, or the lodgimg
scarcely niore inipervious to the
weathcr than a tent, whichi ini those
times slîeltered the lîead of wander-
ingy royaltv. Far and wvide- lie
souglit for nien, like a bee in quest
of lIoney, to, condense a somnewhat
prolix trope of luis biogyrapher. An
cmnbassy of bishops, priests, and re-
ligionis laym en, with gYreat grifts,
'\vas sent to the Archibishop of
Rheinis. witliin 'vhose (liocese the
farnous Grimibald resided, to per-
s-uade Ihlmi to allow Grinibald to
corne co England,and witli difficultv
the anibassadors prevailed, Alfred


