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WHOSE CHILUREN GO ASTRAY.

Whon une trained in a Christian home
goes astray, coinmita crime, au much is
said of it that the impression is soniotimes
luft that those who are well trained are
nmore Iikely to fali into %in thant are others.
Christiana parents nîay geL conifort and
encouragement front the following statis.
ties given in the Annual Report of the
Ncw York Stntc Prison Reforniatory, as
given in the New York Eva.ageliât:

'Here are iatteresting aaîd suggestive
facts concerninig the influence «)f heredity
and environuent duriîag childhood upou
the developilent (of character.

The law perinits t4> be sent to the Eliirs
Reformatory yoting mnen betweeîi the ages
of sixteen and thirty who bave becat con-
victed (of a felony for the first time.
Fifty-nine per cent. of the inmnates of te
inîstitution, are under twenty years of
age.

Here are yout.hs, then, who in moat
cases inay be said to have graduated front
the home into the îaun.No one can
doubt the fact of original aan in the sense
<A' hieredit-try mural taitit and inconipet-
ency. who reade the story of the~ antece-
lenta and ii<'ral condition <if these yotung

(,ritnbiiais. It is plain that blooxd and homeè
ottake the nmail. li the cases of forty-nine
per cent. cif these youthful felons, certain
(or probable descent frouai drunken piarents
cait be traced; fifty-eighit lier cent. had par-
eit.s who wert) cither entirely without edu-
cation, or could sinîipiy read aud write;,
cighty-two per cent. were the childa-en of
,xour îaeoulet. Tlie character (of the lionies
of tifty two) per ccit. was -posi1iv'eiy bad";
of only nine per ent. c<>uld it be calied

go ';anîl 9ixty-fliree pier cent. were at
blet uîî tA' tIe tinte of crimie. Tle char-
acter of the associations whicli iskirruund-
.ed tîtuse youtlts befire tliey feîl into)crinme,
-was "gooýd" iii the cases (of only two per
cent.; 'positivciy bad"* for flfty-nine pier
cent. 0f forty lier cenît. it could bc said
tlîat when they entered tlîe itnstitution.
,they showed Ixositivei3' îo suscepîtibiliiy to
ioral imupression; tliirty-otie pur cent.
showcd '*ossibiy sotme. " Otiy seventeen
pier cent. of these yobuths juat froîn home,
gave upo)n examtination evidence of pIas-
essing any "tmoral sense, filial affection,
scaîse of shatue, or sense of persnal l1s.

How inaîîy honies, have we in ourton
and cities wvhich are graduating into
2society suAh characters as theso-bodies

à.aturated front birth with the virus of ev'il
appetite and tendeîîcy, souls poisoned by
t e atmosphere of vile and contagious
association which they have always
breathed, stunted and dwarfed, if tiot du-
formed, in ail the highier qualities and
attributes of humanity ? Society arîd the
Church eau do more than Lhey have yet
done to heal the bitter f untains front
which auch pois<ànous atreaite of life flow.
W~e must fiud a wae to brighten and
sweeten, purify and entiobie these homes."

THE SOLID ROCK.

A gentleman once wished to examine a
deep coal inte. Conaing to the tuouth of
the shaft, ho noticed a rope by whîch ho
supposed the miinera descended. Taking
hold siowly lie let hitiaseif down. Whetî
at iat hae camne to the end of the rope, he
found to his hiorror that hie had not reaeh-
cd the bottoni of the inte; ho realizcd
that hae had mîade a fatal mistake. Ha
could flot ru-ascend, and to let go his
hold was to fa!l. pea-haps hundreda of feuit,
Lu the dark rocks below. Ail arouud "as
~darkness. He called wildly fur heip, bqt
tîtere came no response. At last, givinig
up to his fate, hie let go the rope sud tatI.
He dropp>ed about six inches and atood
safe and Pound upon the rock buttom of
the mine. That rope waq long enough
for the tail miners,.anid the ehiorteat of
thent had learned to have faiLli Lua let gd.
witliout fear. Tbey knew the firni rock
wvould receive and hold teni. Juat au
ive miay kîî.îw that Christ will Iîoid us, if
ime let go oerythitîg chie and trust Hini.

STRAYING FROM THE GOSPEL.

Preacl.ers gradually geL fua-ther and fur-
ther iront te ospl and iLs atoning sac-

rifice, in proportion'as they dtlude theiti-
selves with tC..e idea thiat, after ail, sin is
a amaîll tîatter. and iLs puniahinent a

peîitent iîny wel colisider iL to beo
smali con euence whether inen now be-
lieve in Jes, (or rantain in uibelief.
Such a taking of thinge easy cannot sug-
,,est itself tu mie, for 1 believe in avariait-
ing puli ishîticnit. -Y. H. $ugu&

It is a great înarcy to anjoy the gospel
of pence, but a greatar Lu enjoy the pence
of te gospel. - Hatîa Lee.


