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districts. Thiiswias a slpi'eual cuideavor t<)
gather in ouLsiders, and' the resuit is
that iîauly ordîîîaryÉ commnunicants were
uîroiîsed to mtore intense- earnestniess. re-
garcling spiritual inatters. Taking thé'
joint stations there are at preseîît 362
comîmunicanîts on the Island. Thlis year
the people on1 the North hialf of the Islaînd
inade 2'-85 lbs., and those ou the South
liaif, 1220 lbs.. mîaking a total of 3505 lbs.,
best arroîvroot, contributed for mîission
objects by this peuple, besides %vhat thiey
dc> to keci> up nmission buildings oui tlieir
owii island.

EJ"ATE.

The progress of thec work duriîîg thé past
year, lias been 011 the wvholc very clîcering.
A very severe typec of influienma, brouglit
froun a uieiglriuîg-iiý island, Noiiuuea, swept
over soveral villages, but îrith littie fatal
resuit. The mission faniily wcre prostrated
wvith itht recover-ed iii safety. Oîe difficuil-
ty iii the -way of the îrork hitiierto, lias beeîî
that tlîe heatheni villages scattered t1lrough
the iiiterior of thec island irere largely inu-
accessible tu the gospel. L.iate-ly a village
lias been but, not far froiîi the miission
prenlises, and tu this, the pieople frouîî the
îoinitains, îluat wislî instruction are ze-

mîoviuîg. It now nuaibers abouit fifiy
natives, aid more.tr*ejoiiiig tiiemi. Tliey
]lave hut a littie chiurcli, wh1icli is alrea4(y
too smiall. The muissionarvy's statexiielts.
unay be siiiiiined up as follows "Years
CDo, had. you fillcd their liats with gold,

yau couid not have persuacled tliu to
mîove away frontx tlîeir om-îî villages, auîd
reiîouncc the customus of their forefathiers.
But the gospel lias silently itluenced their
hearts, and now of tlieir owi accord tliey
flave coule tu trust under tlîe shadow of
the Lord God of Istael. I caîiiot telI you
how thankful I feed *o a kind Heaveuiiy
Father, for peruîittiug us t4. returui to our
field. WVc labored iîawty* ycars m li al -
pareîtiy very littie success, but iiow we
are greatiy rejoiced iii seeing îually turned
froiîi darliness to liglît. A few .yezmis agoà
our prcspects foi exteuîding the worký
attîong thenlativcs in the nîountainsseenîed
dark, they were so seàitered, perhaps ciglît
or teul ini a villàge, and su->inacicessible.
Noir we have tlîo. happiness of seeing thin
gatiuering into one village. 1 believe that
bef<îre uîîany years the scattered villages
ainong tlîc nînuntains will al have uuîoved
dowuî. Wé have an accession every few
weeks. The sanie is true of Mr. MicDoQn-

thus been gathered iii froîîî heatheuiistii nt
tIiii station dluring the past tNwo nionths.
ME Fila the îvork is Very hopeful. i be-
lieve ive'shaîl have a large * igathering
there î'ery s<oon. 1l was tlieie hîst S-,..nday
and -as we ivent fî'omi lîouise to Iloýuse the
niativesi wre. wtigfor uis. They are
just finlising(rthieir feotst. Youl are aw'airn
t-hat part of the village, olle fourth, is
Christian. 'W~lîen the rest of them juini lis
we will attack MNeli (the~ grëatest strong-
ho01( of the enemy oii the islaiid) in truc
earnest. " Not unto us, 0 ýLordl, not un-
to uis, but unlto thy uiailue gCive glory, for
thy miercy and for thy truth's sakhe."

AMr. Robertson anid family, returîiîîg
froin tlîeir furlougli, reaclied their station
iu safety oir the *25th of April, 1885, aud
wvere îvuiuîîy welcoîuîîed by the matives.
They found that on tie whole thue w(brk
hiad gonle ou n Nvli iii tlicir absence. The
first couîuulu!IiQo àfter thieii return %fiiac
hclýd un the 28th of .June, exactly 13 year.
froîîî thIl day of tîjeir tirbt settiement there
iu 1872, auîd on this occaision there were.
present 610. of whom 17 weie coiiiiuaii-

lie bapt.zed thirty-seven aduits, anîd
twenty-four infanîts, anîd on iNloiida«y after
comuînion xularried seven coulés, and1(i ot
WVedxîesday, the c ighth. ]l îoting the

.chalnges that have taktî »place iu theo
thirteen years, Mr. Rob~ertson says tlîn
we had only a hauudfui of. truc fialeais auîd.
lielpers, ilow ire can cuiutthcuî by hun-
dreds, our teachers nuipber 32, a.id our
adult churcl iinenîbeis' ueariy 200, and
tiiere is nothing whichi our better class of
people are xîot wiiling tu do for us persoîl-
ally or iii forwardling the work, andl wheuît
1 tirst camîe here 1 coulil not get a sinill
piece &f feuice put up, though i otliered.
large payaient for it." HIe ais») writes, -
".Our natives t-ook great care of our mis-
sion station in our absence. Our iision
buildings were beautifullly wvhite waslie',
.clearied, aiidpaiiqed, and tlîe grouuds likea.
'well ktpt gm.rden, the boat paintcd, the cat-
tic amd guats louking s0 , me'l, and the gpape
vines beaiing finle buniclis of grapes. They
but a ucîv plabtered scic.ol house nit Trait-
ors's Head, a kitchexi for us, anîd fenced in
the missionary prenuises, The îuost <if our
tea,6iiers have done well duriîîg our long
abseince,, and severai higli cliiefs have gvm
u!p iîeathenisni, an(! are now attendiuig


