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THE CRITIC.

CITY CHIMES.

Tho Orpheus Concert which was {o have taken place Isst ovoning has
boon postponed on acoount of the illness of Herr Klingenfeld, leader of the
Orchestrs of the Club, until Thursdsy eveuning next, As this concert ia
anly the second of the series of eeven, appesrances asem to favor the idea
that the Orpbeus Season will be extended well into the gentle Springtime.

The Nova Scotia Hietorical Society held a very pleasant meeting on
Tuesday evening. After soveral new mecembers had been elected, among
whom was Mrs. H. W. Rogers, of Amhorst, the first lady admitted te the
memborship of the Society, the Secrotary read a paper prepared by Miss
Frame of Shubenacadie, which was listened to with much foterest. This
paper consiated of extracts relating to Nova Scotia taken from tho first journal
publisked in Awmerica, the Boston News-Letter, which was issued 1 1704,
sud gave many very interesting sccounts of our Province and city in their
early daya,

If possible the weather has been talked of even more than usual during
the past few weeks, all agreeing that *it is wonderful weather,” ‘never the
Jike seen before,” otc., elc. The public prints of the Provitce teem with
stories of pansies and violets baving been plucked since the New Year came
in, blades of graes in full color having been diccovered, robins ana butter-
flies msking their appearance, and nnmerous other phenomenal avents nover
bufore knows in the history of that friend of the race, the oldest inhabitant,
haviog transplred. A lsdy from Hopoewell informs us that she picked a
bunch of dendelions in a field not far from her home ono morning this wesk.
‘Without suy doubt the present season is a novelty in the line ot weather,
and we patiently await developments as the winter wears on. No snow,
no ice, o frost ; plenty of rain, so much in fact that serious thoughts have
been eitertained of changing the neme of winter to * the rainy sesson " a Is
California ; but perbaps It would be wall to see what comes next before
atriviog at sny resh conclusion. By no means among the lesst of the signa
of approaching spring we note {n the window of one of our principal fruit
end confecliobery establishments the sign “Ice-cream,” This we consider
very enterprising of the proprietor, in view of the probability of one of the
chief factors in the manufacture of this favorite Juxury being slmost unob-
tainable when the warm weather that usnally accompanies the months July
and Augost comee, FPerhape, however, he 18 working on the ides that one
pever knows what is coming, and believes in using the ice while
i#t i3 to be had. Grip, in a short article on the extraordinary
caper cut by our clunate this season bhumorously assares any
strangers in onr midst—especially the mors or less Dbloorun’
Englishman—that it is all as disappointing to us as it can be to the man who
has come all the way from Euvgland to see tho nstives of the Dominion in
picturesque flannel suite disporting themeelves upon toboggan slides. Alas
for our “ picturesque Canada” this winter. The toboggan slide and the
merry tinklo of toe aleighbells are merely memories, and our numerous

lans for the aeason’s outdoor festivities have sll been nipped in the bad.

e have heard of one skating party, to be given by a young lady of this

city, that bes been on the tspis for weeks and is still awaiting something to
skate on. Truly we aze nos in it as far a8 our winter sports go.

————

The lecturs to be given this eveniog in the hall of St. Avdrew's church |

under ths auspices of the Institute promises a treat to the many admirers
of the genial lecturer, Professor Charles Macdonald, of Dalhousie College.
The subject will be * Time,” and the lecture, which was delivered some
years 8go, is known to be one of the Profeesor’s best, which fact is in itself
higbly commendatory and should insure a large attendance.

More minstrels] Halifax pleasure seekers have bLeon favored this sea-
son with more than the usual share of minatrel performances ; snd the last
iz not yet. 8t. Patrick’s minatrels, s popular company «f young men of
this city, sre preparing an enterteinment to bs gizon at t™. academy of
music on Mcaday, Toesdey, and Wednerday eveniogs, danusry 25th, 25th,
sad 27th. Former appearances of this miustrel band have alwsys boen
highly enjoyed by largs audiences, and we feel quite safe in predicting

succass ob this occssion,

There hes, as usual, been much merry-making at the old Lyceum
Thestre thls.week, and Professor Semon has furnisted attractive entertain-
ment for his large audiences. Noxt woek’s performances are to vary from

. what hss goae before and will bring to a close the long and succeseful aoa-

son at this popular resort. Professer Semon intends devotiog sll of next
wesk's proceeds ‘o the Associstion for Improving the Condition of the Poor
of this city and #ill be very glad to have any ladies or gon:lemen who can
assist In apy way to repder these entertsinments atiractive, and thus
fortber the erc in view, volunteer their services. Professor Sem n hus

. mjade hos!s of {riends during his engsgement in our city, all of whom wil
* be glad to know that he bas decided to remsin hore and wil: probab.y re-

oped his wondszful show in the epring. Tho never failing fund of amuse-
ment which-Zera has provided for bis host of patrons has been highly
sppreciated, and his resppearance on the stage witl be eagerly weleomed.

Next Thurdsy ovening, 21st insiant, is the daie announced for the
entertsinment in conpection with tbe Church of Engiatd Iastitute, and
notwithstanding that a counter attraction for tho same evening has srisen in
she form of the Urpheue concert, we foel sure that the exbibition of Mrs.
Jarley’s wax works at the iostitute will draw z lsrge audiencs, and trast the
cporgetic promoters msy moot with the success their efforts merit. Tho

winter course of this Asssociation is providing very acceptable entertainment

for tho mombors and friends of tho Institute, and is well wortby of the
patronage of our citizons.

Ono of the most onjoyable and most largely attended mestings of the

Dartmouth Fortnightly club took place at the residence of Dr. T. Milsom,
corner of Portland aud Kiag strests, an Tuesday evening. A numbar of
gueste from ¢ town,” chiofly gentlemen, wers present, and the membera of
the club turned out in force to lightly trip it on the delightful floor of the
hostess’ drawing-rooms. The harpors, as usual, came early and departed
shortly after eloven o'clock, but willing hands wero at onco at the keys of
the piano and dancing was kept up until after midnight. The next meating
will be held at Mre. John Oland's, andsoms time soon a numbor of young
ladies will unite their forces end give a Jarge dance. There are also rumors
of a similar gracoful act on the part of the youog men at no distsnt date.
Thus spesds the time away ; our Dartmouth friends will find themsolves all
the better for going io for social lifs, and there is no doubt that the Fort-
nightly is a great succoss,
Tho annual social gathering of the Sunday School of Trinity Church was
held st Temperance Hall, Cornwallis St. on Tuesday evoning. A bountiful
tea wag sorved at six o'clock, which tho gcholars evidently highly appreci-
ated. Lateron in the evening a good programme, comnsisting of music,
recitations, etc., was renderad and a very pleassnt evening was spent by the
larga number of parents and frlends of the school who wete present. Tha
presentation of prizes formed a very agreoable part of the proceedings, and
tho report of the past year read by the Superintendent showed the affaira
of the school to be in a Aourishing condition.

The temperance workers of the peighboring town sre once more at
active work. The Dartmouth Reform Club bas b2en reorganized and with
the able assiatance of the Women's Christicn Temperance Union are resolved
to clear off the morigage now held on the Reform Club Hall,and intend to
use every endeavor to push the temporance wotk in their towa. A tea-
mesling and muasical and literary entortainment will be held this evening ia
the hall under the auspices of the W. C. 1. U. and a pleasant evening is
assured to all who can attend. Many leading smateurs bave kindly pro-
mised to assist, and friends of the temperance movement, as well as those
who appraciate a good entertainment, will do well to be present.

The Young Men's Sociely of Christ Church, Dirtmouth, is an entar-
prising sasociation. The members must surely possess a large amount of
individual push and enorgy to undertake the eroction of a handsome and
spacious building for their own use. Dartmonth nceds a building of this
sort, and tho peoplo of that town, as woll as mauny from this side, will do
what thoy can to assist the young mon in their work. Asa maansof rals-
ing funds for this end, a grand concert will be given early in Februsry, when
it 13 to bo hoped numbers from Halifax will attend, and so in 8 measuro re-
pay the Dartmouth folks for their always genorous patronage of the city
entertainmenta.

We are glad 1o note among the signs of progress in our city that the
large and entbusiastic mecting of citizans, which was beld at the Queen
Hotel on Mndsy ovening to consider the orgapization of a racraation club,
decided thst such a club was a necessity which wo could no longer do with-
out. An athletic club building contaiving Turkish baths, swimming baths,
bowling alleys, gymnasium, raczet court, coverad lawn tennis court, etc., 1s
what wa really require, and % comuittes was appoiated to roport on various
available sites st a meeting to ba held next Monday evening at the Queen.
This proposed building will cost some $50,000, but wo hope the athletes of
Halifsx end their friends may gos the way clear to raisa the neceseary fands.
This atblotic club woald ba a valusble addition to the city, aud wonid
without doubt prove & successful departure,

Ine auaual meeling of the Halifsx County Sundsy School Association
was lield e the schoolroum of Park St Chuech last evening, st which a
larga nuwber of Sunduy schosl workers was prasont.  Interesting addresses
wete made by Rsv. J. F. Dustan and other prominent members of the
Association, the subject, “ How to Hold tho Scholars,” receiving much

attontion.  Many practical suggestions were mide and muck veluable
information aflorded youug teachers. Officers for the ensuing year were
appointed.

A lady visitor to Japan gives a description of 8 prison in thut country
that would be amusiog were it not perfectly sincore. The *Japs™ are s
peculiar people, we all know, but how thoy can be icduced to stay in a
“ prison "’ where thers sre no outside walls and open gates to the farm zand
garden in which the building stands is a mystery. Such ia the state prison
on the outsxirts of the great apreading city of Tokio, as described by Mrs.
Ernest Hart in The Houspital, and thero 8he statoa 1,661 * prisoners” reside,
1,542 of which are mep, and 119 wowmes ; and of this numbar 1,062 men
and 41 women had bsen comumitted for robbory. This presents a startling
contraat to the frowning atone walls and glesmy severity-of prisoners in this
onlighten.d land.

The following from an Esnglish musicsl paper is “not too bad.” The
best music, according to tho stanz: below, is that§whichjOth:llo's sorvant
desired of tho serenaders—'* music that may not boe heard ' :—

Tho awecteet songs aro always thoso
‘That in the soul aro spent’;'

The minute that you whistle them
It Lusts tho sentimont,
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