
THE CRITXO. _______

When as yct there were but few inhabitanta upen the isie it chanced
that a dreadfui plague broike out amongst them. Day by day they oickened
and died, until but a few et the strongest who couid wrestle with the dread
disease s-ýîrvived, and eniy two escaped altogether.

These iwe were the Prince of the jie anud bis beautiful bride-the
leveliest ef &II the levely wemen <fer the8e peopie are a noble race ; the
men t.ail, streng, and active, with regular featares and elive complexion
the wemen flairer, beautituiiy fermed, and graceful).

New when the plague breke eut ait was deselatien and fear, fer, net
enly was the disease dead ly, but it was centagious 1

Parents scarcoly dared give their dying little enes the watcr thcy cravcd.
Oid men and womon were loft to gasp eut their last moments aient. Hus-
bands and.wives, nearest aind dearest, ieft ont inother te die in lonelineos,
unattended, and unwept.

The Prince and his lovely bride went fremi hut te hut-they %vero the
enly enes who were net everwhelmed with tear. Here the yeung wife took
a dying child tram its dead mother'ta arms, and did ail in bier power te soothe
its set agonies. There the Prince straTe te induce those just seized by the
di sease te leave the stifling huts for the tresh air. Vain their efforts in
niest cases, but In a but on theeoutskirts et the village they fouud a man
kriceling beside his dying wifc.

Distracted with fear and grief, the poor wvrctch allewed the Prince te
belpi him carry the woman eut *,rte the air, where she in a great measure
revived.

Then it luis that the Princess rememb5ed a long and levely glade in tht
forcst, where the breeze blew softiy from the sea. ilither the Puince
helped the peor mnan te carry hi8 wite, vwhilst the Princess le-d the way,
holding te ber geatle, pitying heatt a littie dying baby.

Scarcely had they reached the glade befere the biby showed sigais et
recovery, and tht sick weman aank into a peacetul aieep when they laid beri
on thte soft grass.

Leavinlg tht Princeos inà chSrge et the womnin and chîld, the Prince
induced the man te rcturn, and help hî-n rescue oChers frem the deerned
village.

Ail day long thoy went backizatds and ferivards, cheered by eeeing cach
poor suffering creature fli into a heaith-giving sieep, as seea as the poor
lever racked limbs touched tht cool grass ; and tht gentil: breeze from the
3ea setmed te wisper of better thinga te corne.

When evening closed in, tht Prince and hie companion still worked
on; and as they carried tht lat piner dying crcature and laid blin amongat
the rest wherc the deep shadea bentath tht trees almost hid one freni
anether, they noticed a star et surpassing loveliness rising above tht trees.

Higber and higher it rose until it scemed nearly overhea-d, peuring
down a very flood ef light, se that tht shadows melted away, and le !
beneath it, glorified and illurnined by its raye, standing in an unoccupied
spot in the mniddle ef flhc glade, with the peor, pl-igue-stricken creatures
lying ail aTonnd, Blond a little child 1

Clsd in a pure white robe, a star glearned on tht cbild's forchead and
another upon its hreast, but brighter than belli b!3med tht child's eyes as
they rested uponý tht sufférers around. Slowly the child meved forward-
were they dreaniing, or did tht Star nuove tee, ever shilling straight above
the littie white ligure? Reaching the aide of the man just laid upon tht
grass, the child laid ont littit white hand upon tht sufferer's heart, and
with a low cry et gratitude the old man sprang up iveil, and strong and
yonng agala!

Passing quickly on, tht child again laid tht lt -white hand 0n the
head of au aged wonxen. Again a cry, and tht wenan Btond crect, lier
health, htauty and strcngth restorcd. liither and thither tht child went,
touching each poor crcature until ail ivere healed.

Then front the Star shone a bright, twu-tuld radiance, and a feeling of
deep, unutterable gratitude and awe fillcd tht hearts of ail, as, with ont
consent, they bowed their faces te the grouind in mnute adoration oi the
Star Child.

Oradually tht radiance faded away, lcaving only a pice, aott light lin-
gcring behind. Tht Puincess thought tht light grew brightcr azound bier
for a mement ere iL began te fade, and fancied ahc teit a caressing touch
upon hier bent head ; but when she and tht people rose te their teet the
Star was fading away front their sight as tht dawn crept slowly eycr carth
and sea, and tht child was gent.a

,;0 missienaries have yct reachecd this loneiy star-3haped Isle. N, art-
tiers have cerne te cuise these simple folk with civilizatien and brandy.
Thty cherish their Iegend, handing it down fr,.,m father te son;j and thty
stili worship in tht forest, and lead harmless, hîappyv lives, ever looking
lorward gladly t? that day whcn, as thoy thiolz, tht child 'will again visit
them, ceming with biessings fromn the Evening Star.

QUEER:EAPS.
On tht tibia et grasahopliers' and crickets' fore legs may heslion a btight

shiny spot, oval in ferni, wvhich bas been found te bc a truc car. Old
naturallsts suppesed thcse shrange structurcs helped in some way te mnien-
iâUy tht penetrating, icbirping rounds of crickts. No one foi a mnoment
thought they might bc cars.

Str John Lubbock and other modern naturalists havn decided that
crickets, becs, ants, and other littie animtls shall net k.cp their stase-
organe a secret troin us any longer ; and ni:hough thcst arc offert in tht ltast
suipecled places, stili by carcfui cxpôr.rnts thcy arc sure te ba dilicov SId
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