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‘When as yet there were but few inhabitants upon the isle it chanced
that 2 dreadful plague broke out amongst them. Day by day they sickened
and died, until but a few of the strongest who could wrestle with the dread
discase survived, and only two escaped altogether.

These iwo were the Prince of the isle and his beautiful bride—the
loveliest of ail the lovely women (for these people are a mnoble race; the
men tall, strong, and active, with regular features and olive complexion ;
the women fairer, beautifully formed, and graceful).

Now when the plague broke out all was desolation and fear, for, not
only was the disease deadly, but it was contagious !

Parents scarcely dared give their dying little ones the water they craved.
Old men 2nd women were left to gasp out their last moments aloue. Hus-
bands and.wives, nearest and dearest, left one another to dic in loneliness,
unattended, and unwept.

The Prince and his lovely bride weat from hut to hut—they were the
only ones who were not overwhelmed with fear. Here tho young wife took
a dying child from its dead mother's arms, and did all in her power to soothe
its last agonies. There the Prince strove to induce those just seized by the
disease to Jeave the stifling huts for the fresh air. Vain their efforts in
most cases, but in a hut on the outskirts of the village they found a man
knceling beside bis dying wife.

Distracted with fear and grief, the poor wrelch allowed the Prince to
help h:'jm catry the woman out ‘nto the air, where she in a great measure
1evived.

Then it wss that the Princess remembsred a long and lovely glade in the
forest, where the breeze blew softly from the sea. Hither the Prince
helped the poor man to carry his wite, whilst the Princess lead the way,
holding to her gentle, pitying heart a little dying baby.

Scarcely had they reached the glade before the baby showed sigos of
recovery, and the sick woman sank into a peaceful sleep when they laid her
on the soft grass.

Leaving the Princess in charge of the womin and child, the Pricce| g

in?uccd the man to return, and help him rescue others from the doomed
village.

All day long they went backszards snd forwards, cheered by eecing cach
poor suffering creature fall into a health-giving sleep, as soon as the poor
fever racked limbs touched the cool grass ; and the gantle breeze from the
sca seemed to whisper of better things to come.

When eveniog closed in, the Prince and his companion still worked
on; and as they carried the last poor dying creatare and lsld him amobgst
the rest where the deep shades bepeath the trees almost hid one from
another, they noticed s star of surpassiog loveliness rising above the trees.

Higher and higher it rose until it scemed npearly overhexd, pouring
down a very flood of light, so that the shadows melted away, and lo!
beneath it, glorified and illumined by its rays, standing in an unoccupied
spot io the middle of the glade, with the poor, plague-stricken creatures
lying all around, stood a little child |

Clad in a pure white robe, a star gleamed on the child’s forchead and
another upon its breast, but brighter than both beamed the child’s eyes as
they rested upon the suffcrers around. Slowly the child moved forward—
were they dreaming, ot did the Star move too, ever shining straight above
the little white figure? Reachiog the side of the man just laid upon the
grass, the child laid one hittle white haod upon the sufferet’s heart, aod
with a low cry of gratitude the old man sprang up well, and strong and
young again!

Passing quickly on, the child again l2id the Bule white hand on the
head of an aged women, Apgaina cry, and the woman stood erect, her
bealth, beauty and strength restored. Hither and thither the child went,
touching each poor creature until all were healed.

Then from the Star shone a bright, twu-fold radiance, and a fecling of
deep, unutterable gratitude and awe filled the hearts of all, as, with one
cousent, they bowed their faces to the ground in mute adoration of the
Star Child.

Gradually the radiance faded away, leaving only a pale, soft light lin-
gering behind.  The Princess thought the light grew brighter around her
for a moment ere it began to fade, and fancied she felt a caressing touch
upon her bent head ; but when she and the peoplo rosc to their feel the
Star was fadipg away from their sight as the dawn crept slowly over carth

aod sea, and the child was gone.
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No missionaries have yet reached this loncly star-shaped isle. N9 zct-
tlers have come to cursc these simple folk with civilization and biandy.
They ckerish their legend, handing it down frum father to son; and they
still worship in the forest, and lead harmless, happy lives, cver looking
formard gladly to that day wheo, as thoy think, the child will again visit
them, coming with blessiogs from the Evening Star.
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QUEER EARS.

On the tibia of grasshoppers’ and crickels’ fore legs may bescena bright
shioy apot, oval in form, which has been found to be a true car. Old
naturalists supposed these strange structures helped in some way to ioten-
| sify the penctratiog, chirping souads of crickets. No one for 2 moment

thocght they might be ears.

Sir John Luhbock and other modern naturalists hsvo decided that
crickets, bees, ants, and other little animsls shall not keep their scnse-
0rgens a secret from us any longer ; and although these arc often in the least
suspected places, still by carcful experimonts they are sure to be diacovered,
as was the cricket's car.  Somo grasshoppers have no cars ia their legs, and
&s 2 rule thesc caunot sing.—S¢. Nickolas for Ocloler.
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