
THE CBITTI C
Everyone is fainijîjar with the rate af tio gre'at French lie<Ck'

L'Orient, whose terrifie explosion hushed Car sonmc tni-uic9 i,' roir (A
])altie at tile Nile. It is knawn that L'Qde,î lv<i bIl ),l cii' 1I
the artotint of $3,ooo,ooo, nnd it is belicved, on i vo.-i ý 'l y, ii l ýtVie
il.Al î:u und, a large transport, also sunk in AI -. ;i lb .v, I.: il ;>i 1) jlrd il,
immense amounit of plundered valtnbles and fIe tsîrt-. 1-''I ,' rîiffitary chi.i
for the paynucnt af Napolcon's troops. A cg)mn?ê.îî.v )..u, r. c-il- 'v~ Il i-i
formed in England ta atîcnîipt the récoî'cry «i î'l *rf. i':ait. 11. ou''I (If-
yenrs sunk iii Egyptian waters. Captiiin 1>îiQî~ j- -l' <.1:" l, -
Navy, subsequenuly in the service or (lie KlidîIv, ai Il i iIiiis- a11 i -J
diver, lias oxaniined both wrecks, and boit% lie and 111w c '9111 &nI) bi~ iI'

been organizcd scenm confident of succesg.

United Italy, in deciding to raiýqc a national mionumnent Vo Giordano
B3runo, bath honors herself and notifies -Ill wluor il, niay concert% (if fier
adhe8ion ta liberty of conscience and frcedom i oftlinulght l1ruuio. a
Dominican Friar, was one of iluose lunfortunsîte grent nien wvllose luotuglts
are-centuries in advance of their age. le brokze tic iutcflectual chai sis tif
hie order, combatted the Aristoielian philosophy whicli dominatcd Ille
teachirigs of the church, and took refuge in England, where lie wrote his
grcatest works, in which hie enibodied viewvs af the universe whiciî woul
bave been startlingly new fifty years ago, and are in soune respeccts abrcast
of the philosophies af to-day. In 1592 ho went, ta Venicù on an invitation
which lie was warned against acceptng ; Ilthe emiissaries of Ille Inquisition
got an bis track," ho îvas imýprisoncd in Raule, aiid after sevcui years'
confinement he was excommunicated and burned nt tie stake.

No one, in such a position as that which hie occupies, could be more
tinaffectedly genial than our presenit (MNilhniry) Cotumanckr-in-Chiei. He is
a mnan of the world, and hie breadth of views and public spirit render luim,
indeed, in some respects, a contrast ta bis predeces.zor. 1'lere is also
sounewhat of a contrast betwcen tlie Staffs ai tic two Ge erals, but it is in
a reverse way. Mible thint ai Lord Alexander ivas partictilarly cordial ta
aIl who made their acquaintunce, tie present staff is certainly n.o noticeable
for that quality. It is also understood that its nuembers entertain saie
hazy notions about the contrai tlîey (at Ieast the ablest of tiien) f.hink tluey
should have over the Militia, and the more liazy it romains, or rallher fthe
sooner they dismiss it froni their minds, the better. *Flhc Gencral liimself
knows well enougli, if luis subordiniates do îuat, that the 'Militia ai Canada,
under its own General Officer, bas uîothing ta do with the Regulars, unless1
in war, except in the way of caurtesy and esteeni, and ai vQluntary cil.
operation in any concerted arrangement.

Aniong the international matters wliîch will have tai be settled before ail
is plain sailing between tbe United States and Canada, is thie Alaska
Boundary question. There is at prescrnt vcry littie data Io go upon, and
it nigbt seemn that, in view af tbo almost Ai-clic wildc;îicss f hrougl whicli
the line must pass, the settlement is scarcely urgent. Yct it ouglit ta bc
serously considered at once, for it is, with the unscrupulous neiglibors with,
whom ive bave ta deat, one flbat will surely devolop more embarrassing
features the longer it remains uneettled. This is anc uf the legacies left us
by the blundering af B3ritish Statesmen, and is parîly fice fruit ai the greal,
error of Blritish unfriondliness ta flussia. As we long agai poiîiteil aut, liow-
ever, Ille acquisition ai Alaska ivas a long-sighitcd move o." Amierican
Statesnianship, wbich wvell knows tlic value ai a dlaim. It lias been
suggested that the best way ta settle tbe malter would bie for Canada ta
offer tlîe United States territory ta the eastward ai Alaska proper Ill retturu
for the narrow Bouthera tait ai Alaska, wlîicli culs off a1 large section af
B3ritish Columbia framn the sea, and that by fixinug flue now castcrn botindary
of Alas a upon an easily ascertainable line of longitude, and the western
boundary af British Columbia at tlue sen, tlîe expense af survcying1 a houri-
dar.y Uine would be saved ta bath cauntries. Tliere is, liowvcvr, little
encouragement iront foregone experiences ai American diplamacy ta bc
sanguine as ta the receptian ai any reasanable proposition.

The cry bas been raiscd in tbe States îlîat Canadian Railroads sluctild
flot be allowed any share in Amierican Trade. It is a taking one, and it bas
been held to be unpatrioîic ta take any other grotind, but a meeting af
representative nierchants, lield last weck in Boston, sounded Uic first note
af business apposition thus far raiscd in New England. The movement
against the Canadian -roads bas been carefully pla ned, and ec.rgctically
and nuost influentially urged on. But the Boston lieraid, frani which wc
condense this sketch, strongly deprecates laying New Euîgland at the mercy
ai the RZailroad Kings ai New York and I>ennsylvania. It is for tilec
inuerest ai these magnates that the castera and western trade sbouid ccentre
itself i New York and Philadelphia, and evcry ta of freigbt tlhiat gocs
titere puts money in their pockets. Every ton that goes ta, Boston takes
money out. IlGive thern the contrai,"l say-s the J! <raid , Iland how mucli
commerce will Boston retain that it is possible for tbcm ta take away [rom
bier? Our wealcness is that the contrai ai our westward railroad connec-
tions is ejîber in the hands of Canadians, or aif baose representing rival
business centres. If we are shut off iront the Catiadian roadé we are gone,
anud it is ta be baped that the delegates ai the Boston Exectitive Business
Association, which represents ait the great trade arganizations of this
city, will deliver the mandate tbey bave rcceived in no tincertaitn tone."
The resuit of the meeting was the appointment ai a delegation ta the Senate
Comxitteelo protest against such a discrimination against New England
commerce as would follow the preventfion ai competition of Canadian
rilraads.

r'lui a rcnut bih'grapliical sketch ir< the of,. ai r. Mercditli, tîue
iI .-ider ef tlue Ojupî'nition ii flhe O)ntario Ilouise, occurs tlic followiiîg

1-iragrapu, whic-l ut uns ta 114 to Il. will %vort i flue tlluuuîgil of ail lovers id
i-r coiiuru. rtnd iîr&)uiuoterzs e ils best a:id trutes.t iutcr2ss :-Il Mr. Mercdiilu

Ill,; i-1u sylrjlî.aîhy Nwith poi ici tant. iii :uy tif ils fortn-, and deprCI)U-tes Ille
.,i t i- i ih.ut t h o-i~ici oui for %onlei tintue ruspoct i ig tIie fuiturc oif thli,
i r' -uu i e lu ;icves t ;at Caiuadhuns wotuld serve the iiutt%ti~ (if tîteu

e.iitf tite if tliev abucovlthe' agît atian altugetlucr an uud ci
uS-. giesi to flue duvc!oiii-uut of1 C11utada lîy niattiral proucessus. Il, i-

v j i I iu i-tt ire %vautt îieitluer I unlierial Cautiedcratiuu uor Conutuercici
i. .i, 1. '.olidairitylcss politics, bat innre i)atriotisn. Ili.- f.îv.rs flic

ir r Ià til ( f political power as niucii a,, possîil, anud so uu.king t .
- f il a great edutcating farce 1leccî~ilr the systetni o -vri

IuIcu.'. -è, Io rXisis iii Canada, tic granidest iii tle %world, auîd 0114111 ta bie
-li uil. uîý f il tici first cI.uss meut

%%e ait) glat tu learu itlia tîtere is a p)rosp)ect of tlîe early cotnstructioun of
the 1l1a1uts tCntral Railw1y, n cuterprise very esseniad ta Ille adIVIIIcPcuncuut

* ruud accommnodatian ai tlue eastérut section ai fluat fine couuuty, a large portionu
of wluielu buï uîauy miles dustaunt froin raiîwa.y fucilitics, and wi * ehl had lunuuut
ire sa long that hople of uis beiuug unldertaken liait growu drill. 'l'le nîaftt-.r
lias been brouiglit ta dte nuoticceo au prouuiuneuît syuidict c ai Arnericati
caluitali8ts, wvhiclu, luaving- lîcen informed tluat the suhsiîly in aid ai tluc
uundertalzing had becut ue.vtuted by ilue Do)iLi.îiîu Parliament, lias sent its
rcl)roeitativeï; to tue coluulfits iuîtcrestéci ta examine iuuta thç mattcu. A
conféence is said*to have restulted sitislactarily, and a1 large eanus af saunie
$30,000 Or $40.000 lias l>eu, it is said, prauuuised by private subscriptiouî.
'lucrp sceuis ta bc noiv a fair >raspctt tif the inticlu-neéded line tuein
startcd. Ail we couid have wished ivas fluai flic syndicate sliould ]lave
been cntirciy Canadian instead of largely Americaut. htit tîtat is not a1 cou
sideration, ta lîrevent our rejoicung un the îurobabiiuîy aiftdie praject bein.,
carried ont.

In continuation af the subjeci of tlue sigui Thra touclued upouili lut 
editorial ntote last %vck, tluc (SI. John) JRuainlIeviéic continues :-
"it'is would scein ta indicate iliat OVer 2000 B. C thn CCleunentis Oi
astranany had heen studicd and iarnitilaîed, and even the sauna idea or
sianuenclature, iii sautie points, nmade coan ta varions peoi)les. It appcarq
ta us nîost probable that tie bull -iiust have been .vorsliuiipcdl before hie %vas
piaced ii flie sky. . -is position miust )lave depended an luis popular
cszinîatiaui. Once entlironed iii tlue sky, luowuver, the buil's prestige wauild
bc iii a fair îvay ta bc incrcased." Assyriology-more valuiable ta tlue
student ai mîytlus to-day tluan evexu Egypîology-lcaves little question tluat
"lthe elentents ofi-istronc>iiy" uverc studicd anud forrnulated nt a. crici of
even greater auttiquity tîiau 2000 B., C 'l'le Bull uvas a very uuutee t
reluresentative ai paiver anîd sureuigîl, anxd tller is no daubi that F' zekiei's
Chuerubini prcsentcd titenuseives ta the Praphects nuiiuud in the shape ai tlw
AsFyrian liuged Bull. l .-ç, aitth IlueJevieiv lias iutimafed, îlot impijrobable
truat the strenghi and granutrr ai the Blull iuay have prounptcd thue idea ni
unakiuig it thîe farst su'gn ai the Zodiac ; at a~ 1 eveuuts, once there, it is certain
iluat thue conistellautionu iii whuici the suit stood at tîte vernal equituax dominatedl
<iii religions niyîls for a period exeeediuig ils actual ibiralian in thuat gign.
The Bib?- . as ivell as the Nineveu Libriry ai Esarluaddaut, ani tce Assyriati
sculptures, iducate the full s<vay ai BuII-worship long afuer îluecequnîuux Iuad
passed inoa Aries. Buit the oId Grcck myths, as well as flue aid ]iouuaui
reveretîce far Il the Gre t Tuvin Bit-efhurcnii (Castor anud I>ollîix)-vide
Niac-ailay's Il Maltle ai LueRglrs;~Liuyndicate tc retninisccn..c (if
a )-et o der tuite îhen re uguaul %vas d-.inii-ted by ilite sigu Gfenini.

At a b>anqutet lield iii M rclu last, ta celebrate tlic -rst anniversar aio
the fouindatiou ai flic Royal Culauuial Institute, the Prince ofaiales opeticui
thue proccedings witlu a s-. -cli, trai which wre itnake a fCe extracts. [l tlue
course ai luis reniarks lie .-*d :-Il l'lie establishmntt ai thue RayaIl Colontial
Institute was largely brauigtir about by the desire ai its prauters t.) combat
the teacluing ai a certain section ai paliticians in titis countîry, Whuo con-
tended that Ilue Colonies ivere an incurnbrancc auud a source ai uveakness ta
the Mother Country, and tlîat Ilicir separation iront Great Britain vroutld ký

ratIuýcr ait advantage to te Empire than ouluerwise. 'l'le idea ai titis scîtool,
1 btlieve, and arn huappy ta siy, i,; anust cuîturely cxpiodcd, arid I imai:ginue
that thuc are iew people in iluese days wluo entettain any sucît opinioti.
WTc regard the Colonies as integral parts ai tlîe Emupire, auîd aur warmnit
sympathies are with aur brethren heyond tho sens, iwho are -no lc.s dear t.)
tus thian if îhuey dwcelt in Surrey or Kent. Mutual intereats, as ivell as tics
of affectioni, unite us as ane people, and so long as ive hold togeuluer wc ay-C
uinassailable froin withotit. Froun a commuuercial puoint of view, tho Coluits
and India arc aîuuang tie b si customiers for home manufactures, it bciug
eomputcd tliat ua less tlîau ee.hird ai tile total exparts arc absorbed hy
thuem. Lessons like iliese the R~oyal Colonial Institute bas continuously
striven ta inculcate throughaut ifs career ; it lias promnotcd the diffusion ai
L-nawlcdgo respeeting the Colonies auud flue preservation ai union vrith tIme
Matiier Country. lIs value ta colouists visiting the United Kingtaanu, for
wluom it lias become a recogniscd ceuntre, is beyond questiont, and thurotigu
ils instrumcntality they are enablcd ta trace) their friends, ta iorm ne,-.
iriendships, and ta cxchange cxpcrienccs vriti otiiers No trouble is spart'd
iii faciiitafing their investigations and affording assistance in every way. If
etlsa iormns an important centre for the diffusioni ai informa:tion Io iniending
emigrants ofievery cliii, and*to aIl persous making inquiries ou iany sfubjeci
conncctcd wiîh lte Colanies." The torne of H. ll. lis. reînarks secrits ta
us ta be worth giving greater publicity to in Canada than can bc accoinî
plished by the very limitcd circulation ai the fnetitutc's procecdiogs.


