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OTTAWA, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1876,

ToCorRESPONDRENTS~Lettors addressed to either
tho Editor or Publisher,as well as Communica-
tions intended for publlcation, must:nvariably,
bo pre-paid. Correspondents will also bear in

mind that ong end of the envelope should bo left
open, and at the corner the words ¢ Printer's
Copy" written and ntwo or five cent stamp(ace-
cording to the welghy of the communication)
placed thiereon will pay the postage. No com-
munication, however, will bo inserted yunless
t10 writer's name Is given, not necessar| for
Publlcnuon, baut that we may know from whom

t Is sont.

WE have for the past nine years endeavored to
furnish the Voluntcor Force of Canada with
 paperwortly oflhelrsu{\port, but, weregret
10 say, bave not et with that tangfrle en-
conragement which we confidently expected
whet we undertook the publication of a
puper wholly devoted to their Interests. Weo
now apoeal to thelr chivalry and ask each
of our subscribers to procure another, ortoa
person sending us the names of four or five
new subseribers and the money—swill be on-
titled to rece1ve one copy for the year free. A
little exertion on thoe part ofour friends would
materinlly assist us, bestdes extonding the
usefulness of the paper nmong the Forco—
keeping them thoroughly posted in all the
changes and tmmprovements in the art of war
50 essentlal for a military man to know. Our
amblition is to improve the Voluateer Review
in overy respect, 80 as to make {* seccond to
none. \{'m our frlends help usto do 1t?  Pre-
mi*ai = will be given to thiose gatting up the
largers Usts, Che Revicw being the only mil-
ftary paper published In Canada, It ought to
be liberally supported by the oflicers, non-
commissioned oslicers, and men of each Bate

talion.

1¥moments of commercial prosperity pe ..
ple are apt to forget the securities by means
of which, and the power under whose pro-
tection their operations are carriad on, and
itis always a very popular ory with the
trading class of the community when a sea-
gon of depression induced by their own
recklessness dccurs to clamour for the re-
duction of military espenditure—~conyeni
ently forgetting that by itis derived the
security under which their peculiar opera-
tions are carried on with any prospect of
safety or profit.

The following extract from the Nation of
the 31st December foreshadorws a very un~
pleasant sfate of matfers:

“It is certain that when Parlismont
meets, thero will be found to hiave beon a
large falling off in tho revenue from Cus-
toms.  Probably it will not be less than a
million and a half, Not that tho amount of
goods imported appears to have decrensed :
the decionse is in tho valuo; which secms
to denote a groat excess of production. Loss
of revenuo will of .course entail cither addi-
tional texation or reduction of expenditure,
Additional tasation, nt the present moment
would hardly be borne. On the other hand
1t 18 not easy to sny in what direction ex-
peudsture can bo reduced. 1f there is any
superfluity of officials at Ottawa it arises
from the political necessity of employing n
French as well as an  English staff. and that
neoessily will not relax its hold. Qur Eight
Constitutionul Monarchjes indeed, constituto
an amount of indulgence in that political
luxury bordering closely on licentiousness ;
but tho expenditure on them is Provincinl.
Unnecessary public works, not actually
commenced or under contract, may bo re
linquished for the present. But the qunarter
to which tho hungry gnzo of the Finance
Minister will at once be turned prabably
will be the militia. We have more than
once expressed our sense of the value of
mulitary training and discipline for a coun.
tiy like ours as n sohool of national sharao
ter, apart from the nctual objects of exteraal
delenco; and, therefore, the necessity of
reducing the militia would bo admitted hy
us with reluctance and regret. Bnt the
object of external defence compared with
that of internal administration is remote.
No nation ever had more peaceable and un
aggressive neighbours than we have had in
the peopie of the United States sinea Slavery
with its train of Irish clansmen. has ransad
to rule their councils, A quarrel between

them and tho British aristocracy is the only
imaginable cause of war; snd even should
that misfortune befall us, it is conceded on
all hands that our real reliance must ba on
the British fleet and the pressure which it
might be able to bring to bear on the ene-
my’s ports and shipping. Tbe ideaof adding
to our national debt we trust will not occur
to Mr. Cartwright's mind,
to the full length of her tethier in that di-
rection.”

It is just as well atonce o speak plainly
upon this matter—wo shall not stop to cor-
rect our coutemporary’s rathier fantastical
financial logic—inasmuch as it is rather diffi-
cult to sce the distinction drawn between
Provincial snd Dominton expenditure Legs:
lative and Administrative, seeing it is the
Canadian people that pays both; but we
protest against the idea of looking to the
$1.25(,000 per aunum paid for the expenses
of our military orgenization being diverted
to any other purpose.

A Parhament at Ottawa aud seven subor-
dinate local iwmitations, will not of them-
selves alone aflord sufficient security to the
London Stock Exchange, and if the peoplo
of this country want to add permanently to
its present temporary embarrassment, they
will treat this question of militia expenditure
as superficially aud fippantly as the Cana.
disn press have always treated every mea-
sure connected with the same vital subject,

There ¢ 1 be no doubt that our military
organization is one of our tmost important
institutions, and it will not be for the in-

Canada has gone |

Financo Minister's recent sucoess in neg?.
tiating a furtherlonn was duo to the Imperiat
guaranteo ; the evidence of provious pros.
perity, the admirable stntesmanlike speecy
of His Excellency tho Governor Generng al
Colonial Institute dinner, and lastly the very
intelligible faot that Canada bad 43 0
British subjoots under artos as a necessayy
pledge of the stability of her Institutions m
fact and intention,

Now of those four very cogent rensons only
the lust temains, and if thoreis a deficieny
in the revenue, the best thing the peoploof
Canada can do is to get rid of somo of the
superfluous luxuries forced on them ns the
results of mere party strife, and not destry
tho only secunty they can offer to thasayy
whom thoy must apply in the ordinyy
course of business—it is exactly like do.
stroying the goose that Iaid the golden ez
and the results will bo the same, "

A semi governmentorgan intimates tha
a reduction in the district staff is contep,
plated—that is already too small for {b,
duties it ougbt to render our military force-.
in fact, there is ol adepartment connectey
with it which can afford reduction of apy
kind.

We publish in another page nn artic)
from the United States Army and Ny
Journal of 25tb Decewbor, on a similior sub
ject, and from Broac Arrow of 11th Decen
Ler, o apecck OF T8 KOyal Mighness
Commander in Clief, “On the Army_"

It is & most inopportune time to talky
reducing military expenditure when (g
mother country has mobilized her forces, ang
such reduction has been slways the fore
runner of danger as well as the sure pre
curser of forcad and hasteful expenditure..
even in the history of our small forcs i1
events of 1871 should .ot be forgotten.
out small force at Fort Garry ware withdrag
in early summer {o be redispatched overs
difficult and dangerous route in late fal),

Those things should be well weighed b
fore suchadangerousmeasureis undertakey
for it will not be in the interest of thety
payer that a reduction of the militia esti-
mates is to be effected.

Qur contemporaries of the press wod
serve the interests of the country betlert
they wero a little more jealous of the in
terests of its principal Institution.

The concluding paragraph of the artits
quoled from the Nalior does not refu
much credit on the accuracy of the writer~
it is 6 moro perversion of historic~l fael-
the aggression coming from the p - dem
cracy in the past ag il mustin the futon
and the display of strategoucal kuowledg
is ciminently calculated to mislead, by
merely of the order of the usual clap tiapd
the newapaper writers of the * Peac~ at &)
Price Party.””  If the course recommends
bo ndopted we may look for o grievous &

in Canadian securities,
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San Subastion was bombarded by the €&

terest “of the country to neglectit, The

lists on Saturdsy of Jagt week.
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