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hino, winter o Wo shall

rain or ghine, wintor or summer.
its proper

have more to say upon this in
place.
DISMOUNTED FIGHTING,

LEuropean cavalry officors and tho world
at largo havae no conception of the extent to
which dismounted fighting was used in the
Amorican civil war and the perfoction at-
tained in it by our mon after very littlo prac.
tice, Tho instructions therefor are to be

e .
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found in our cavalry tactics of 1840, which
are basod mainly on the old French tactics,
It will thus bo seen thut the 1dea is an old
one.
was purely an Ameorican innovation,

to men accustomed to fighting
country is difficult. The rapidity exlubited
in going into action by dismounted cavalry
is marvellous, and tho simplicity and adapt-
ability of the system admirablo.

In two minutes from tho word, °‘prepare
to fight on foot,” o lino of three-fourths of

the men is formed, who go to the front ata )

run ; whilo the column of horses led by tho .
“number four '’ out of each set is moved off
to tho rear, out of danger of stray bullots. .

Tho dash and impetuosity of a dismounted |
skirmish lino is fan beyond that of an infan.
{ry forco of equal numbers, The men como
into action perfectly fresh. It is a positive
reliof to get out of tho saddle after a hard
day's riding. All of tho fighting is dono at
& quick run. You could not get an infantry
line to movo so fast. Thoy know well that
if they tire themselves running they will pay
for it on tho march. But the cavalrymanis
not fatigued. Ilo has no knapsack to weigh
him down. His sabre was left on his saddle.
He fights altogether on a skirmish line and
can do much damago without suffering pro-
portionately. The destructive strength of
that thin, elastic line of skirmishers isamaz-
ing. A small force can hold =a very large
area. A large forceis practically impossible
to turn. Ten thousand cavalry, such as the
cavalry corps of the Army of tho Potomac
once possessed, would form a lino of battle
from theo to five miles long, Thin as was
the line, woo betido the enemy that massed
heavy forcos to pierca it! The experiment
was tried on both sides, and always to be re.
pented-of. Tho gkirmish line would give
back in one place only to advancein another.
The enemv, overwhelmed by a cross-fire
from a semicircle of invisible foes, finally
fell back 1n every instance with heasy loss.
The onlv =ay to drive a skirmish line is to
flank it and threaten the led horses: and to
do that requires superior force and a very
wido awalke leader. And when, after fight-
ing for two or thcee hours and driving the
enemy at a quick rup, till the men are fag-
g«d out and a success gained, the open
ground appears beyond the woods in which
the action has been fought. Tho cnemy
have retired and it becomes necessary to
pursue. In such a case the infantry is pow-
erless to press the enemy suffictently; but
Jjust in the nick of time up come the horses
in columns of fours by the roads. Tho skir
mish line is callud in and mounted. The
meon, tired with running, can still ride as
rapidly as ever. Tho horses have beon rest-
ing and are able to press on. So that we-
combine the advantsges of both infantry
and cavalry.

In covering & retreat dismounted cavalry
are egually serviceable. Men who know
that their retreat is quite secure at a mo-
ment’s aotice will defend a position far more
stubbornly than in any other caso. Occupy-

But the extent to which it was carried |
Uur
country being much covered with woods,
mounted lighting is often impracticable. But
on foot no

g the edgo of o wood, the lino of o fence,

.

any obstaclo which affords a shelter, our
skirmishers will hold on to the last minute,
firing on thoadvancing enemy till they know
that overy gun and overy waggon is out of
danger, and then suddenly hreaking, silent.
ly and swiftly run to their horses, away ovor
tho opon ground till another defensive vo-
sition is reached, when the same gamoisre-
poated. N

In such cases, to covor their retreat, a
mounted line of skirmishors is always sta-
t'oned behind, whoso imposing attitude
awes tho enemy for o brief space, long on-
ough for tho footmen to get away in safety,
when tie reuall brings in tho horsemen.

I havo seen this modo of fighting so often
in both aspects that it has grown {o te an
old story.
adaptablo to any ground generally deomed
 impracticablo for cavalry.”! Wo knew no
such ground in the U. S. Voluuteer Cavalry.

Open ficlds wo fought on mounted. Our
lino of battle in corps front was always form-
cd in ono way. Each brigado detached ono
of its regiments to cover its whole front,
often halt a milo i1 ug, with a chnin of skir-
mishers. Two regiments followed behind
cach wing, at about two hundred yards apart,
in ling, with sabres drawn. Thorest of the
brigado formed a third line in column of
fours,

There was plenty of room to manwmuvre
our guns, which took advantage of every hill
to fire n fow rounds. Advancing or retreat.
ing, this order was alike pliable and useful.
It covered an mmmense front, and its sup-
ports wero easily shifted. The brigades
averaged four regiments, some five. Onopen
ground, such as in central Virginia, around
Brandy Station, tho mounted fighting wus of
the most inspiriting, romantic and thorough-
1y delightful kind, as alson the open felds
of the lower valloy of the Shenandoah.
Theso were tho only places where sabro
charges wero possible, and several times wo
shared in their wild intoxication. Glorious
days were those, and green to tho memory
of thosa who shared in them, in tho fall of
1863 in thut delighful climato,

Whenever woods intervenod the mounted
skirmish line was dismounted, each squad
ron officer attending to his own squadron,
and the woods cleared on foot. When the
ground opened again four logs superceded
two.

(To bo continued.)

THE THAMES EMBANKAMENT.

‘The Board of Works has issued an official
description in pamphlet form of tho great
work just accomplished. We learn from it
that the idea of such an embankment origin-
ated with Sir Christopher Wren, as part of
his schemo for rebuilding the metropolis;
that it was revived at various times and by
various persons; that drs James Walker in
1840 laid down a line for the corporation,
wLich has now in the main been followed;
and that the whole of the present works
have been designed and constructed by Mr.
Bazalgette, the Engineer to theBoard.

Following in an even line, the general
curve of the river, the embankment ex-
tends from Yvuestminster to Blackfriars
Bridge, rising at each end. by a gentle gra-
dient, to open upon Bridgoe strect, West-
minster, opposite tho clock tower of the
Houso of Parliament, and upon Chatham
Place, Blackfriars, opposite the station of
the Metropolitan District Railway. It passes
beneath the Railway bridge at Hungerford,
and beneath Waterloo Bridge. Itis about
amiloanda quarter in length and is one

Its efficiency is great, and it is

hundred feot in width throughout, Thecar
riago-way is 64 feot wide ; tho foot-way on
tho land sidd 16 feot, and that on tho river
sido 20 feot, planted with trees 20 foot apart.
On tho rivar side tho foot.way is bounded
by a mouldad granite parapot, 3 feol 6 inches
in height and on the land side partly ‘by
walls and partly by temporary boarding
which will bo ultimately roplacod by &, cast.
iron railing. d

Tho well of tho embankment is o work of
extraordinary magnitudo and solidity. Itis
carricd down to adepth of 32} feat bolow
Trinity high water mark, and 14 feet below
low wator, and tho level of the roadwayis
gonorally 4 feot abbvo high wator rising at
the oxtremcties of 20 feet. Tho rising
ground at each extremity is retained by tho
in ~onsing height of tho wall, which is built
th ughout of brick faced with granite and
founded in Portland cement concreect.
Tho rviver front presents a slightly counclave
surface, which is plain from the base to
mean high water lovel, and is ornamented
abovo that level by mouldings topped at in.
tervals of about 7 feet by plain blocks of
granite, intonded to bear lamp-standards of
cast iron, and relieved on the river’s faco by
bronzo lions’ heads, carrying mooring rings.
Tho uniformity of line is broken at intervals
by massive piers of granite with flank re-
cesses for steamboat landing stages ; and at
other places stairs projecting into the river,
and intended as landing places for small
crafts. The steamboat piers oceur at West.
minister and Charing-cross, and between
Charing-cross and Waterloo Bridge and
both are united opposite Essox street. 1tis
intended oventually to surmount the sov-
eral blocks and pedestals with greups of
statuary.

‘The total area of tho land reclaimed from
tho river amounts to 37} acres.—Of this 19
actes are occupied by the carriago and foot-
ways, 8 acres are devoted to garden and the
rest bas been conveyed to the Crown, the
‘Templars, and other proprietors along the
line.—Within the Embankment wall and
forming a portion of i‘s structures, is placed
tho Low Level Intercepting sewers, which is
an intergral portion of tho main drainage
scheme.  Above it is subway for gas and
waterpipes, the dimensions of the subway
being T feet 6 inches in height and 9 feet in
width ; and the diameter of the sewer vary-
ing from 7 feet 9 inches to 8 feet 3 inches.
These are both situated under the footway
next the river. Thoe footways for the great-
or part of their length are paved with 3 inch
Yorl stone, -with granite curbs; but at the
eastorn end, where the cartbh filling is.of
great depth and recent execution, the paths
aro gravelled temporarily until the earth
shall have subsided. Ior the same reason
the carriage way is at present macadamizrd.

The total cost is estimated at £1,260,000 ;
and the purchase of pro;i‘:erty at £450,000.
Tho quantities of material aro stated to have
been as follows .— Granite 650,000 cubic
feet ; brick work 30,000 cubic yards; con

- crete 140,000 cubic yards; timber, (for cof

terdam, &ec.,) 500,0000 cubic feet, cassion
(for ditto.y 2,500 tons ; earth filling 1,000,
000,000 cubic yards; excavation 440,000
cubic yards ; York Paving 125,000 super-
ficial feet; broken granite 50,000, super-
ficial yards. )

A colored woman of Hamilton named
Roland, better known as ¢ Taffy Mary,”
died lately at the ripe age of 109 years.

North Carolina unable to produce any-
tking else astonishing, presents & citizen
aged 143, who at the timo of Braddock’s
defeat in 1755, was 29 years old and hal a
wife and three children. '



