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sal througbi the Firth of Clyde, and up along the west placed there occasionally. Tbey are constructed of
coast to the lovely bay of Stornoway ; or you may go* branches of trees covercd with sods ; thc furniture,
in the three rnonths of May, J une, and JuIy, fromn a bed of beath placed on a bank of sod, two biankets
Aberdeen. by Wick and the 1entland F'irth ; or you and a rug, sonie dairy vessels ; and above, certain
inay cross in an hour or two frorn Ullapool on the pendant shelves made of basket work to hold the
opposite coast of Ross. Once in Stornowvay a two cheese, the produce of tic summiier. lIn one of tbc
hours' dIrive wvill bring you to Uig, and in sonme cozy littie conic buts 1 -spied a little infant asleep uncler the
spot in any of the Straths of Uig you inay corne uipon protection of a1 faithfül (log."
a shealing sucb as \vè shall nowv describe. Now ve nmust flot suppose the people wl'ho live in

You will observe on the face of the rising ground these biouses to be a degraded or even illiterate part
along a streami, a group of ltle conical booths, which of our p)opulationl. Far froîn it. Thcy are just the
at first you scarcely distinguishi fromn the grotind be- ordinary fariners of tbe country, tbe representatives
side thein, for they are coated withi turf, and the turf of the old dloucegtdc;w,ýiez and gzdeieu*s of Scotland,
is green %vith longisli grass. In fact, it is this grass and they share in our moral cîvilization in a degre
that catches tbe eye, for it seenis a greener spot than by no mneans beneatb the average. If you visit tbern
the Pest of the bihl-face. As you drawv nearer you per- on a Sunday you wvill find themi reading their Bibles,
ceive that it is a cluster of littie bouses, and that tbey or the Gaelic translation of Bunyan, or of soine (f[the
are built of undresseci stones, and risc in a gradually old clivinity of Scotland ; and if you enter into ccnvcr-
contracting circle tili the apex is a litdc round hole sation witbi themn you will perceive that thieir fiaculties
that niay be covered with a stone or left open, as -. ay have been considerably exercised on manv points of
be convenient. They are exactly in the shape of a mietaphysical and experimiental tlbeologyy. They knov
bell1 or a beehive ; every succeeding layer of stones their Bible and their catechism- in a. way that wili sur-
being so placeci as to overlap the preceding one to- prise Uic Southron, for they are very close in tbe irat-
war(ls tlîe inside. it is the architecture of tbe stone îtendance at cbiurcb, and the minister goes round the
age, tbe mnost primitive style of inasonry wc knowv of, !various farms once a year and catecbises young and
precisely that wvbicb %v'as practised in tbe vcry ancient i old publicly on wh'at are called Uic fuandainentals of
days wien nmen liad no mietal tools. A small bole, the faith. This is their only culture but it is an im-
three feet high and two wvide, is left at tbe bottom for portant one, and between it and the exercise of intel-
a door, thirough \vhich the inhabitants cree p on all ligencc that is evokzed in the ordinary pursuit of their
fours. Entering, yo'i flnd that, hike the Swviss chzale, daily calling, their minds bave probably undergone a
the), contain no furniture. Tlie bcd-" tbe croucbing- better developmcent than most of the wvorking classes
place," as tbey caîl it in their own Gaelic-is a little of this country. Adain Smitb liad a vcry strong
narrow bole built in the thickness of the wall. Tliere 'opinion that, taking hlmi aIl in al, the plougliman wvas
is neither table nor chair, tbe only furnisbing bcing a, a much more intelligent man than the artisan of the
shelf for niilk-disbes or cheese. The xýooin is about towns. 0f course hie %vas flot s0 c1uick and sharp in
six feet in diameter at tbe floor, and a little more than manner, because he lived more alone, but his business
six feet in hcigbit in the middle. A grownr-up person! brougbt him for bours every day in contact îvith a
can scarccly stand upright in it. Sometimes ail the much greater variety of things and ideas than any
little huts are joined on to one another, and intcrcom- artisan's did, and he biad to be always cxcrting a cer-
mnunicate inside by wbat wc suppose must be callecl tain amounit of thouglit and jucîgment. Wliat ideas
doors, and then the village niay be said to be a single could you expcct to tind iii a man wvho was engaged
bouse of inany little niansions, a kind of irrregular for eight or nine hours every day of bis Ji fe in nothing
miounci -vitlî iany minaret tops on it, and suites of but pointing pins ? Tliere is certainly some force in
holes in tie interior wbere tbe several families burrow. tlîis opinion of Smnith's, and let these Lewis crofters
But this is flot conmon. For the inost part every hut, get the benefit of it. Their winter houses are flot a
stands alone, and cvery rooin is a separate but, or great advancc upon their bee-bive habitations ; they,
w"hat is perhaps the most usual custom, every family itoo, are void of windowv and chimney, and are very
las twvo huts, a living-room and a milk-room, and loiv in the roof . the w~alls are made of turf, lined out-
these are joined together and made to întercom- skie and inside wvith undressed stones, and as the roof
municate inside by a lowv doorway whicb, on account! does flot overlap them, tic water sinîply falîs into
,of lie tbickness of the two wvalls bere joining, you; themi and they are alvays damp. The beds are built
creep through as you mnight creep through a drain. ini the thickness of the wall, and the byre is in the

The buts of the Highland shealing are flot always centre and is only cleaned out once a year. These
built of stonie. Even in the Lews some of t-hen' are " black houses »~-as they arc locally called to dis-
built of turf, and the bcd is soinetinies not a low recess tinguish thcm from Uic stone and lime bouses wbich
in the walls, but a part of the floor covered wvith stra;v an improving proprietor is gradually substituting for
or beather. Sometimes the beehive buts are inter- tbem-are poor enough dwelling-places in ail con-
spersed ivitb oblong ones. It n'as so Pennant found science, yet tlîcir inhabitants inay compare favourably
themn in tie Islandz of jura, and he gives us both a witb any similar section of the communitv in ail the
description of thei and a drawving donc by himself on essentials of civiliz.ation.
the spot. H-e makes the followving, entry: They arc, like the Swiss herdsmen, a self governuîîg

"Land on a bank covered witlis hliV4s, the habita- community. Tlîey live in a village together, and they
tions of some peasants who tend the berds of rnilk hold ail the pasture in common as joint tenants. For-
COWS. These fornied a grotesque group. Some Nvere 1merly thei - arable used to be hîeld in commor too,
,oblong, rnany conic, and so lowv that entrance is for- 1and cultivated on the rulnrzg or common-fields system;
bidden wititout creepingé through thic little opening, 1but now every tenant lias bis own separate bit of land,
wvbich lias no other door than a faggot of bircli tivigs 'and the only part of the old village farm. wvlich they


