THE CANADIAN

And the world that hears nothing thinks that nothing
8 being done.

But the temple is rising all the sawe, cach one of our
scholars is building, what ? A temple for God. .

The building is for eteraity, let them see that it is
foamded apon the Ruek of Ages, und that it is buiit after
god's model, tho man Christ Jesus.

Main Lesson.—The spiritual temple—1 Cor, 3: 16,7
6:19-20;52 Jor. 6: 16 Kph 2:20.225 1:12; Heb. 3: 6 ;
1 Peter 2: 5.

LESSON 5.
St | THE TEMPLE DEDICATED, {5

GonpeN Texr.--% Behold the heaven and heaven
of heavens cannot contain Thee,"—Vs, 27,

Twee. —B. C. 1005. '

Prace.—The Templo at Jerusalem,

ParsLien.—2 Chron, chaps. 5-7.

Introduction.—The Temple was built and ready for
the sacred purposes to which it was to bo dedicated.  For |
wonths before, the dav had been cagerly expected and
diseussed, as in anticipation it was to be the greatest duy
the Isracelitish nation had ever seer Grandly broke the
bright October morning, while the thousands and hundreds
of thousands who had come up from every part of the land,
from the southern boundary at the River of Euypt, to
Hamath, far north on the Orontes (fur at that time the
boundaries of the nation were more widely extended than
in its later history) were all gathered on the streets of
the city and on the mountains roundgbout Jerusalem, to
gee and take part in the magnificent and joyful ceremonies
of the duy. Very early two processions were scen ap- |
proaching the Temple from different points, one from
Gibeon bearing the Tabernacle of the Wilderness, venerable
with its more than four hundred years of service; faded
and worn with long exposure, perbaps often repaired ; but
sacred from all its assoeiations with the early history of
the people, Then from Mount Zion, from the temporary :
resting place prepaved for it by David, came the .Ark of
God, still more sacred and awful, for above it had rested
the symbol of the presence of Jehovah, and in recent vears '
its sanctity had been atlested by God himself in his visi-
tation of the sin of Uzzah Into the Temple enclosure
came Solomon in all his glory, the most magniticent prince
of his race, Sacritices, so vast that they could not be num-
bered, of sheep and oxen were offered by Solomon and all
the congregation. A f{ull gathering of the Levite singers,
under the leadership of Asaph, Heman and Jedutbun,
stood at the east end ot the altar, and with them au bun-
dred and twenty priests bearing trumpets; then the
trumpets and the singers ‘‘as one,” broke forth into a !
mighty chorus ** praising and tharking the Lord,” and the |
refrain canght up by the vast massin the Temple aren
spread as by a flash through the streets of the city. and '
was echoed back by a myriad voices from the hill-tops !
around, ** Praise the Lord for He is good, for His metey
endureth for ever,” and as they sang the symbol of a -
gracious acceptance was manifested, * the house was filled
with a cioud-so that the priests could not stand to min-
ister by reason of the cloud.” The solemn silence which
had fallen upon the worshippers, caused by the thick cloud,
was broken by Solomon in the words of ver. 12 ; then he
blessed the congregation, and in a few words told them of
the desire of Lis father David to build the Temple, of God’s
choice of himself to do the work, and of his periorming it
by the good hand of God; then foilowed that wonderful '
prayer, the earlier portion of which, a type of it all, forms
the subject of our lesson.

Notesand Comments.—Ver, 22, ¢t Solomon steod,” '
al fivst, then knelt, see ver, 54 ; *“ spread forth his hands,” ;

through this house.
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lifted them up “ toward heaven ;7 e was on the platform

or ‘¢ brazen seatfold ™ specially prepared for the oeccagion,
All this, we must rewember, took place outside the build-
ing, in the cowrt of the Temyle,

Vers. 23, 21, Solomen begins his praver as onrs snhould
begin, with a remanbrance of past mercies - No God
like Theo :” not to be understood a8 compuring Jehovah
with the gods of the heathun, but e is deseribed as the
only true God. ** Keepest covenant : " one of the attributes
of the God of Isracl was that ho was a covenant keopng
Guad, eee Lesson three of last quartér, and Lesson two of thns
qnarter, those who are faithful will always tind that his
covenant of merey is ~ure ; * with thy servant Davnd :’—
the promise to whom was that he ehould have a Son who,
in peaceful possession of the Kingdom, shonld build the
Louse which David desired, but was not permitted to build
¢ fulfilled "—as it is tins day.

Vers. 25, 2. He now prays that beyond himself the yro-

,mise of Giod "nay be ventled, that ** there shall not fa:l a

man—tn sit on the throne of Israel,” and as he coupled
with it the condition God had given, a righteous walk
before (o, it is practically a prayer for his suceessors that
tliey should ** take heed to their way.,” and even (f they
sinned, that God would not withidraw his merey quite from
them.

Ver. 27. ¢ Will God dwell on the carth?”’ Otner
thoughts come now to the wind of Sdlomen, he remem-
bers the greatness of God, ““heaven and the heaven of

“heavens ecannot eemtain Thee ;" with a irm behef of God’sg

special presenee in the Temple he yet would gnard him-
self awd the people against the narrow views or notions of
the deity into which they were only too apt to fall: Jer,
7:1; Mie.3: 11, When we consider the ideas of a local
god or gods as held by the heathen nations of the landg,
this coneception of the infinity of Gud is very marked and
strking.

Ver. 28, ¢ Yet,” notwithetanding that thou art so far re-
moved, ** havo respect to the prayer,” that I am now offer-
ing which has reference to blessings to be given from and
¢ Prayer—supplication—cry,” these
words seem to indicate a general incroase of intensity in
the prayers of the people to God, beginning with ordinary
requests for daily mercies, and continung 1 the agonized
“cry ” for helv and deliverance in times of peril,

Ver, 29. ““ Iiyes may be open toward, this honse : that
thou mayst hearken,” see Psa. 31: 15—the oyes of the

Lord upon, and the ears of the Lord open to the righteous ;

¢“ the place of which thou hast said,” to which a general
reference had been made, but the exact locuiity of which
lias not been stated, see Deut. 12 : 5, 11, 15 1L 23515
16: 2, and clsewhere. And God was gracivusly
pleased to tell Solomon that his prayer was heard : ¢ Mne

" eyes and Mine heart shall be there perpetually : Ch.9: 4,

Ver. 30. It hald been a personal prayer hitherto ; it is
now enlarged and iucludes the whole nation : ¢ hearken
to Thy people Israel when they shall pray.” And we tind
that thenceforth the Jows always worshipped toward the
Temple: Dan 6: 10; Jonah 2: 4. ““When t:0n bearest

i forgive :” hear the prayer and forgive the sin.

Ver. 31, 32.  Solomor now proceeds in his prayer to
make mention of special cases, 1 the which he besought
God to bear and ruswer. The ficst hias reference to the oaths
sworn in the Temple, tb. sanctity of which hie asks God
to protect. Every oath is an appeal to the knowledge and
justice of the Most High, and the prayer is that God will
vindicate the truth by punishingthe falsoswearer. ¢ Tres-
pass,” as in the cases mentioned in Bx. 22 : 7-12, an oath
hagd to be taken by the accused person as to his mmnocence,
“ Judge thy servants:’ because human judgments are
fallible, he therefore prays that God would interpose, con-
demn the wicked and justify the righteous.

Ver. 33, 34. The next is a petition for the nation, when
its sin—as sin the King knew too well it would—was pun-



