THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

while sitting one morning with her mother,
which she almost constantly did, she was
desired to do something which she did
not choose to Jo . and she replied, * No,
mamma, 1 will not do o 7 and atter being
thre: umes destred i s.ronger ters than
at first, she still persisted in the same re-
ply, that she would not dv . But while
she was saying so the last time, she start-
ed and turned round with a countenance
I.2dy .Anne says she will never forget, and
exclaimed, *Oh, dear mamma, what did
I say to you? Oh, how very wicked |
have been ' 1o you think God will for-
give me for being so wicked ?”

Lady Anne said : *“ Yes, my dear, if you
ask Him. Don't forget to do so to-night
in your prayers.”

“ Oh, but mamma, I may not be alive
to-night; 1 will do it now.” She then
knelt down, and prayed most earnestly,
saying . ¢ Oh, lLord, forgive me, for
have sinned and made you angry with
me, and take away my bad temper " --a
prayer that, Lady Anne says, was abun
dantly answered, as, during the rest of her
short life, shc never was known to be
angry again, but often very gricved for
sin,

A short time after this incident took
place, her two brothers, ecight and ten
years of age, were looking over some
prints, and one of them asked the other
whose picture that was. He answered,
in a very abrupt manner, without the
least solemmity, * Jesus Chnst.”  Lattle
Elizabeth ran to her mother in great dis-
tress, saying, ** Oh, mamma, did you hear
how Robert spoke of our Lord Jesus
Christ? I cannot bear to hear it.” Then,
bursting into tears, she said, *Oh,
mamma, may I pray to God just now, to
forgive him such asin?” She immed-
iately knelt down and offered up a short
and simple prayer that God would for-
give her brother. The boy was affected,
ran and kissed her, and left the room.
She showed in this instance, as she did
throughout the whole of her short Iife,
her conviction that the present moment
only is ours, and that we vught never to
delay asking forgiveness of (God for our
sins, or for the sins of others. Her pa-
rents now declare that she often reminded
them of their duty to God, when the
world and the things of the world inter-
rupted their progress toward heaven,
while she showed them a bright example
of running the Christian race with zeal
and alacrity.

Onc day, when Lady Anne, who was
in delicate health, was going from her
bedroom to the drawing room, oncof the
boys who had been, contrary to orders,
sliding down the stair-railing, fell past her
down to the stone lobby and was severe-
ly hurt. lady .\nnc fainted and was
carried to her room, and when sensibility
returned she could do nothing but weep.
When little Elizabeth had been told, she
said, * But, mamma, did you pray that
God would forgive my brother such a sin
in disobeying you?” * No, my love,”
she said, “1 wastoo much overcome to
be able to pray.” ¢ Oh, mamma, but
what if you were to die just now, and you
not able te pray?” She then climbed
up into the bed, knelt dow a, and with her
ittle hands clasped most earnestly, prayed
that her brother might be forgiven, and
might recover to love God better.

“the narrative then descnibes how her
childish interest was escited soon after
in the heathen of India, and having heard
for the first time that the people there
“had no Bible, and did not know about
God,” and her distress at not being asked
to give anything to a missionary box that
had been passed round in the family—
the child of three years old not being sup-
posed to lave anything to give. She
took her few treasurcs down to her
mother and laid them in her lap, express-
g her sorrow that she had not been
asked to give.

** But, my decar,” her mother said, ““1I
thought you had nothing to give.”
“ Mamma, I have these red shoes, and

all these chains, and this gold \\-:mh."]

Lady Anne said, *You must not part
with the watch, as it was given vou by
youi aunt, but these chams you mav do
with as you please, onty remember, after
vou part with them you cannot have them
back again : consider that.” I know n,
mamma, but I don't care. 1 will give
them to God.”  'The chams were imme-
diately sent to a jewellers to be con-
verted into money, which money arnved
at T - as her hearse drove from the
door,

One day she was amusing herself in the
drawing room beside her mother, who
was lying on the sofa, not attending to
her.  Allat once she was arrested by
hearing her talk to herself : * What a nice
room this 1s, and nice fire, and out there
are such pretty ficlds and pretty houses,
and [ got breakfast to-cay, and will get
dinner, and I have got a papa and mamma
and brothers.  All these things come from
God.  And God gave His Son Jesus
Christ to be killed tor our sms, and yours,
too, mamma.” lLady. Anne said, ** Yes,
mny dear, i e believe in Jesus Christand
trust Hir * But, Mamma, [ believe
that He died just the same as if 1 had
been at the cross, and I feel, mamma,
that 1 cannot serve Him as I would like
to do, but God will make me do it
One day she was skipping about the
room, when she suddenlv stopped as if
thinking of something and sad,** Oh,
mamma, I have got a verse of the Bible
from you, and from Dr. W—.— and from
papa ; but mamma, 1 have got no verse
of my own. Will you read me some, if
you please, that I may choose one for
myself2™  Lady Anne did so, and read
many, and at last came to ** (;od is Love.”
*Oh, mamma,” she said, ““that will just do
for me. That ismy verse.” Her mother
said, “1 think you have chosen well.”
Soon after she was walking with a lady
residrng in the house, when she said,
* Oh! Mrs. M——, what a beautiful day,
and what a beautiful gravel walk! I'tis
15 all from God, and God 1s l.ove!” On
the day of her death shc came down.
stairs in the morning in perfect health,
lovely and smuling as usual, but soon
after she complained of great pamn. The

doctor was sent for, but he apprehended ’ tles, revealed in the character of God
qthc Father, supremely illustrated in

no danger, and when he returned in the
evening he did not think her worse ; but
Mrs. M——sat up with her, and thought
her suffering more than the doctor knew,
About twelve o'clock she chlled Mrs.
M——. “Iam dying

parents were not at home) ; * but tell dear
mamma that though I am in great pain,
I never was so happv.  Oh, tell mamma
that 1 know God 1s Love.”
casped her hittle hands together, and

holding them up, cried, * Lord, I am |
coming to Thee, for Thou art Love.” |

She then expired.
dom of heaven.”

I know there are many who dislike to
hear of “ very good children,” especially
of those who die carly. Yet when God
so cvidently perfects praise out of the
mouth of babes, is it not doing Him dis-
honor to turn away with dislike from what
1s so evidently His own work? Arewe

** Of such 1s the king-

not too apt to take 1t as too much a mat- !

ter of course that the children even of
Christtan parents should be * naughty ”
up to a certain age ?  And if children in

whom the spirit of Christ is so remark- !

ably man fested are often carly removed,
why should we murmur that He should

Udefinite, <omething  stionger.  In
“short, society has conceded to them
,the night to rule, and ecdlesiastical
PO h . “law and church discipline put them
LY CATHOLIC CAURCH. in the position to demand obedience
XI. on the part of those under them,
\\v'hﬂt has thc llo]y Spirit, under ; r.lthc'r than the more \Lrll)[l"'«ll one
i the sovereignty of Christ the Head, j of being * cisamples to the flock.”
really established as the constitution;  But has not the time come when,
of this church? What out age and ! esprually Congregational Churches
the church needs is something defi- | shouldl take thew stand solely on
nite to be believed and practised as | the spirit, the law and *ideas”
from God. That something must be  of the divine kingdom as a mears
so simple and plain that all can un-jof advancing it among men?
derstand it. It must be so spiritual | ** Let us throw aside every weight,
as to stir the decpest depths, and [looking unto Jesus ™ only. We
command all the powers of the hu-|already possess muach lizhi and
man soul. Thus, it will lay the |great advantage in this respect.
foundations of a truly Catholic So- | ' Let us go onunto perfection.” Is
ciety \With one hand it will grasp it safe for us to enter into more
the Sun of righteousness, with the | complicated  incorporations  from
other it will stretch out to the wid- | the civil power, when the New Tes-
est extremities of humanity.  That | tament Church knows nothing about
something is contained in the one|them? Ifit shall be thought best
word — LLove. The Bible sets it | to establish a Church Buillding So-
forth as the essence of the character | cicty, let it by all means adopt the
of God; as the dominant disposition | recommendation of Dr. Wilkes with
of Jesus Christ, and as the thing | reference to its Trust Deeds, and
above all others to be communicated | also t})e position of Dr. R. W. Dale
to men by the Holy Ghost. Estab- |of Birmingham, regarding them.
lished in human hearts. it will claim | Of what service was the doctrinal
its kindred in the Godhead, and flow | declaration in the deed of Zion
to all humanity in unsclfish or self- ' Church, Montreal, when the Rev. A.
sacrificing likencss to the divinity ) J. Bray wassettled over it> A deed
from which it sprung. It wil]l “love | should be framed in which the Su-
as a brother.” It will love as Christ | preme law of Christ’s Kingdom shall
loved. It will do as it desires to be | be recognized by both the Church
done by. It will “work no ill to its }and the State. Then, as it works
neighbor.” It “suffereth long and is [noill ina man to his neighbor, it
kind ; it envieth not, vaunteth not, could work noill in a church to its
itself, . . secketh not its own, is | members ; and theStateand Church
not casily provoked, thinketh no evil, | working it together, it would work
. beareth all things, believeth all | no ill to either the one or the other.
things, hopeth all things, endureth | Doctrinal truth cannot be enforced
all things.” Of faith, hope and love, | in a trust deed any more than it can
this is the greatest. It is, as we have | by subscription to a creed. The
already said, in the New Testament | purpose of both is constantly evaded
ecor omy, supreme. or ignored.
Yet, cnjoined by so many com-| But how can a chursh or a deno-

ontributed Articleo.

'THE NEW TESTAMENT HO-

!

dying. Ishall not seelto meet evil among themselves,
dcar mamma agam mn lhls world ” (hcr ’ QSPCCia”)O thC}' too common]v ﬂy

She then |

mandments of Christ and His apos- mination rid itself of unworthy mem-
bers and ministers by the working
of this law?

The Bond Street Church case,
Toroato, has produced uncasincss
in the minds of some of our brethren
and churches. It would certainly
be strange if it were otherwise. But
one thing Iclaim for that case, and
that is, that Mr. Handford was effzc-
tually dealt with It was unpleasant
tu sec such a terrible moral catas-
' enemies amony the heathen, but if a | trophe, even as it was unpleasant,
 professed brother turns an enemy, | no doubt. to see Ananias and Sap-
they abandon this weapon of their | phira carried out dead, as the result
warfare and adopt *weapons” which | of their sin against God. lLet men
are carnal. That there is a steady | be warned—ministers and churches
advance in regard to thelaw of love, | —that to those who accept the
we are quite rcady to admit; and ] gospel konestly, it is the savor of life
much confusion arises from the want ; unto life: but to these who do so
of knowing how to apply this di- | dishonestly, it is the savor of death
vine remedy. The law that governs | unto death.
the sun and planets in their courses,,  Then,letallconcesned bearin mind
governs also the apple falting from | that while, for instance, a church
the tree, and the marbles with which | has full liberty to choose it> own
I'school boys play; and it is often, pastor ; when it cxercises that lib-
i quite as difficult to be understood : erty on one concerning whom there
'in the minor, as it is in the major 'is a sufficient Jama clanosa to ren-

cases. Somany a onc can under- ; der him unacceptable tothe church's
!stand the necessity of Jesus loving ! assoctates, they have, by the very

the life of the Son, and the principal
fruit of the Holy Spirit, for the sup-
planting of cvil in men, when pro-
fessedly Christian men are called

to cverything clsec as a mecans of
overcoming it, save this supreme
good. They can love and pray for

“gathes the lilies™ so carly matured by |, 3> Hc did, and the minister acting as | same liberty, a right to speak against

His wonder-working grace?
Union.

— “Cold, dead formalism,” says Mr
Moody to a San Francisco reporter, ¢

Christran  he preaclcs, but they do not quite ; him and withdraw from the church’s

iundcrsmnd the necessity of rkeir | fellowship on his account, if ulti-
1/0:':'ng those who injure them, or of | mately satisfied that the fama is
'pr:xying for those who persccute | truc. Ministers and sister churches

them. On the other hand, too,; have no power to say you shall not

(34 - - . 2 M
is | ecclesiastics can sec and admirce the | have such a minister,and the church

what is making inﬁdclily. There is too ‘CXCC"CHCY of those members of their choosing him has no power to com-
much formalism in both the Catholic ' flocks who humbly and patiently i pel others to fellowship him. If an

and thp Protestant churches.
Christianity is not formalism.

adoption of the principles of Christ is { when fey arc called upon to over-

what we go in for.”

Hecalthy | triumph over exil in others by the | individual or church has a right to
The  fruits of the Spirit simply; but|speak for, individual or church has

' a right to speak against, but both

come evil, they like something more (Continued om page 6.)



