
270 SLAVERY FORBIDDEN DY TflE WORD OP GOD.

1 TioTn, VI., 1, 2.

"Tiere ie anothor passage, howevor, whichi is alleged te be favourablo, and
lins been sornotimes quotod with an air of triumph,-' Lot ne inany servants ne
are tindor the yoko count their ewn masters worthy of ail honour, that the naine
of Ged and i. doctrine bc net blasphemed. And tbey that have believing
masters, lot themn net dospise thern, bocause thoy are brothren ; but rathor do
thoin service; bocause tb,.y are faithful, and boloved, partakers of the bonefit.'
(1. Tim. vi. 1, 2.) Iloro, for tho sako of brevity, 1 shah assume, that the refer-
once is te a state of legalized sliavery, aithougli the word rendorod servanit setties
nething here any more than in the Epistie te Philemon. But take it thus, and
twe cases are referred te.

"First, That in whioh a Christian is the slave of an unbolieving niaster ; and
in this case the slave je required te ceunt lis master worthy of ail honour, that
is, of ail the honeur which ie duo te lim by the law of Christ, fer more, surely,
wilI net be contended for; and what je the reason assigned for this ? le it that
slaveholding je in iteolf a rigliteous thing ? No, it is, ' tbat the naine of Qed
and his doctrine be net blasphemed ;' or, that Christian slaves May net, by rend-
cring evil for ovil te their cruel masters, bring down dierepute on the holy naine
by which they are called, but, on the centrary, may cauee the gospel te be
adrnired, by the patience and forgivenees it enables thein te exemplify in very
trying circumstances. Is there any thing here which justifies slaveholding ? De
1 J ustif'y the man who injures me by patiently bearing and forgiving the injury ?
No man will venture te say se whe bas any respect for the «Word of Qed.

"lThe second case le that of the convortes who have beiieving masters ; and
what je required of thon ? Thoy are required Ilnet te despise their bolieving
maste.-s, because they are brethren, but rather te do thema service, because they
are faithful, and beloved, partakere with then of the bonefit.' And what ie the
anount of' this; exhortation? Just exactly what we would expeet, on the sup-
position that, betweea the parties, and in virtue of thoir mutual faith in Christ,
slavory was abolished, and free service came inte, its place. The slave, beîng now
ne longer a slave, but raieed te the rank of a frau servant, and tauglit te coneider
himseif and hies master as brethren and equalsin Christ Jesus, snight bo tempted
te forget himef, and fail in that deferential obedienco whieh je due te hie master
even frein. a free servant. Nothing was more likely te happen, espeeially in
transition cireumetances; and se sys the apestie, with the care and the fore-
thought for which hoe was se eminent, lot not beioving servants despise their
believing masters, because thoy are net now tyrants but brethrea in Christ, and
forbidden by hin te exorcise soverity; but lot thein rathor, on this very account,
and aetuated by the spirit of the gospel, be more industrious, and more respect-
fui,2 than they were before. Suel je the plain and obvious meaning of these twe
verses ; tbey cannot be made te bear an opposite, lot mon twist and tôrture thon,
as tbey wilih; and instead of being favourablo te elavory, they tell us, that the
instant an owner and hie slave become believers in Jesue Christ, that instant, the
ownerehip, of the ene and the slatvery of the other are laid under Christian
interdiot.

Ila short, the Bible bas but ene voice on thie etrangely contestcd subjeot; and
ail wiho believe the Bible would have but one voice about it, were they but te
follow the simple rule of taking the passages which are more ebvious, te explain
those wihich are more obscure. There je one passage, for instance, wbiç>h innot
be easily misunderstood, and je enougli of itelf te settle the matter. 'Masters
givo tinte yeur servants that which, je juet and equal.-> (Col. iv. 1.) Taire this
passage along with yeu, as yen eoarch the Word of Qed, bring it near te obseureïr
passages, that you may se0 thoin in the liglit it sheds on thein, and there le ne
fear of your ceming short of the right conclusion. Lot ail belioving masters
give unte their servants that w'ih is juet and equai, and thon xnay proclamation
be coifidently made, that there ie net a Christian elaveholder on the face of the
eartl'.


