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articles of importation now free, or to suspend the sinking fund
requiremnent and aterially diminish other expenses of the Go .-
crnment,  After i King elaborute arguments in sustaining this
p 'sition, discussing the means of disposing of the surplus fast ac.
cumulating in the treasury, the Secretary suguests the adoption
of a system of deficit financeeting,  He thinks that taxation
should be diminished to such an extent that the anunual revenues
would be less for some years to come than the appropriations,
so that the accumulated surplus conld be used for ordinary ex-
penses,  We do not rveconcile the two arguments. I it is
desirable to reduce the receipts to an wmount less than the
necessury expenditures of the government, it could be accom-
plished by doing away with the revenue from internal taxes,
and the taviff need not be touched at all.

The customs officer at St. Stephen, N.B., vecently observed
a boy of unusually stout proportions crossing Calais bridge.
An examination’ revealed the fact that the lad had arrayed
himself in numerous acticles of wearing apparel, and in this in-
genious manner was endeavoring to smuggle them over the
horder. On payment of three times the duty value of the
clothes the lad wasall wed to depart.—St. Stephen, N 8. Courter.

A fow days ago a Windsor lady went to a Detroit store and
selected a very handsome jacket, which, after purchasing, she
secreted 1 a comfortable place  When she arvived at the
Windsor house she was requested to step into the office of the
landing waiters, When she left she was without the sack, It
is said that the lady was detected in the store where she made
her purchuse.— Windsor, Ont., Reriew.

Tug mills of the gods grind slow, but they eventually arrive
at destination. We are pleased to notice that the customs
officers at St. Stephen and Windsor are waking up.  Clothing
manufacturers have some rights that even boys and “ladies”
should respect. The Windsor bride’s trousseaw smuggling bag,
which is carried in “a comfortable place” about the person,
should be frequently and thoroughly investigated. ILet the
suspicious secret * comfortable places ™ about smuggling women
be relentlessly explored and perhaps the ¢ ladies ” will hecome
wearied of the amusement.

Mu. Jacon Y. Snan1z, of Berlin, Ont., is onc of the lavgest
manufacturers of buttons on the American continent, having
extensive factories not only in Canada Lut in the United
States also.  The Commercial Unionists thought that it would
he smart to claim Mr. Shantz as an adherent of their political
party, and the Grit newspapers gave extensive citculation to a
report to that effect.  Mr. Shantz brands the report as a false-
hood, and declares that he is strongly in favor of that National
Policy which has made 1t possible for him to become a prosper-
ous Canadian manufacturer.  And well he may be.  The trade
in the United States is in a depressed condition, owing chiefly
to the competition of prison labor tu European button factories.
There are some 2,000 convicts in one Austrian prison alone
kept steadaly employed in the manufacture of butlens, a.d
there are some 1,000 free workmen in button factories in
Newark, New Jersey, alone, out of employment because of the
Austrian prison labor competition. The duty upon these
prison-made buttons is very small, and although Awmerican
workmen are thrown out of employment hecause of this compe.
tition, the free trade party of the United States desire to still
further reduce the duty, or remove it entirely.  Free workmen
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in America ave starving that conviets in Austrian prisons may
be employed.  Janadian laws forbid the importation of conviet
made buttons, but how could such importation he prevented
under Commercial Union 7 Me, Shantz and all other Canadian
wanufacturers see where the change would lead to, and what
would be the inevitable result.

Diseussina the methods proposed for reducing the American
revenue, the Toronto Globe says: “The necessary veduetion
cannot be accomplished by freeing tobaceo. Tt paid only $19,
676,731 last year, while the national income needs to he low
cred by at least $80,000,000."  The (/lohe ceres in its figures.
For the tiseal year ending June 30 last, the total receipts from
taxation against tobiceo in its various forms were $30,108,067 ;
the tax on spirits being $65,829,321, and on fermented liquors
821,920,187, The receipts from taxation on these articles
tobacco and spirituous and fermented liguors—alone amounted
to 217,859,575,  In the same issue of the Globe from which
we quote appeared 2 telegram stating that a joint resolution
had passed the Virginia House of Delegates by a vete of 90 to
1 requesting the United States Congress to vepeal the enthie
internal revenue system of taxation. This coming from an
ultra Democratic State is indieative of the sentiments of the
people of the South regardmg the tantl question.  Within the
past decade the Sonthern states have identified themselves with
new manufacturing industries in which hundreds of millions of
dollars have been invested, and they well know that the safety
of these investments, and vemuneration from them depends
upon the perpetuity of the tariff. Tt is strange that intelligent
newspapers should attempt to convey the impression that there
is no other way open to veduce the revenue than by lowering
or abrogating the duties upon imports. The revenues derived
from the two sources above alluded to —tobacco and liquors -
amount to more than one-third of all veceived by the govern,
ment, and if the prayer of the State of Virginia be answered-
and the entire internal revenue system of taxation be repealed,
the expenditures of the government would considerably exceed
the receipts.  There may be some equalization and moditication
of the tavifi made, but Mr. Cleveland and the free trade wing
of his party will not be able to destroy the stepping stone by
which the United States has reached the acme of prosperity.

AT a recent meeting of the city council of Brantford, Ont.,
the Maunfacturers Commitree of that hody reported that in
the event of certan wanufacturers now engaged in business in
other towns establishing their industries in Brantfurd, they be
exempt from tasation for ten years. They alse veported in
reference to the application of 2 carriage manufacturing fiem
who have been established in business in Brantford for a num
ber of years for sinndar exemption from tasation, that inas
waich as the firm's business is not a new one, the applica.
tion be not grauted.  This latter fivan desived to cousiderably

cularge their business, and asked for anly just such municipal
encourngement in doing so as was heing granted to bonus-

hunting strangers alveady comfortably in business in other
places, but who proposed to move to Brantford and become
active competitors of those already established there. But
a few weeks ago Brmntford voted a hounus of 320,000
in hard cash, and valuable exemptions from taxation, etc.,



