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YIRE 'NRStRAINCB 1IN CANADA.

Wce ph isClo% el' a article on Fire I iir-
alnce ini Canlada %whici lias bcen cnnîniîiieated 1<)

il,, by a lire iîîsuraîîce officiai of iniv %cars' pci
(Ince, WlosC v'ie'vs it expresses. Ilis stigge.stionts are

wnorttiv of consideration. Soine vcars ago VTui:
I\5iJRAlNCE CîîRONîCL.î made %tuggestionts oit soilie-
îv-liat sinîlar Iities. W'e poitite< ut Ille de:ir-ahlit
of a- qtatistical record l)eiiig kept rc.spectinig tlie v'ari-
nus classes (if risks' lu Canada, as %vell as of tho(se il,
varionis localitics. The stiggestl. .us %ve made Nvert:
ilot earried ouit. '«c h-iuow tli.t a iiiiier of tire
insu1ran1ce cotuipanies comipile stueli statisties 0n tlle
plan indicated iii Griswolcl's ~'asfctof 'Fire
I lazards. ht is Ilighily clesirable tlîat ail the lire in-
,.Urancc conîpanlies slîould have titis %vork, and
kep a record on tlle Iiies it lays down, as sonie dav
tlicy uîîghit desire to exlîibit tiheir conibiincd cxpeîi-
l'lce, whici wvotld he o! great v'aluie to eacbi and ail.
Tbce advantage of hanving a conibination of statistics
nf fire biazards carefuilvy coliateci is toc) obviou.; to
needci forcing. Tlie expericuce of twemti'ie conli-
Ihiinies for onie vear would Ic miore useful than Ille
experience of one conîpanv for twventy-flvc ycars,
ihonghi Ille resîiîlt of Ille twenty-fivc conîipanlies iînight
lie niodificd by UIl contlag.1 atioîî hazard.

]PIRE 11ISLJRANCE N CANADA.

(Coiiie;tiitcat d.)

\Vbat are the reisons, 1 twonder, wbiy tlle Canladian
field lias rcendered sticb pour rcturrus to the Fire lit-
>ilrauce Offices operating tiierein? Tak-c. for instance,
the lollowving figures, extracte<l fronti offliciai .reports,
exiibiting Ille tradc inicarne and CXpend(ltiîrc of col-

pallies liaviing Dominion I.iccnsc during the ment« %-
tive ycars prcccd;ig 1897-al fairlv long9 pcriuoi,
sureiy, for thec working of UIl lawv of average

}'rom Jailuary 1-t., iS72, Io I)eccllllmr 3it, )896.

N'ît premiium< rmvivccd...... ................. $uz,ot9,276
Net losses 1>id <68. 96 1,.ç.)...........9314
Exinnses <rstin12îct at 32.50 P-.).........9, 06,2 6 5 821,774,'59

Fscc's of Expcnditure over Incomc ............. $ l,754,923

or an average "tradc" loss to the Compaffies of over
scventy tbousaîîd dollars pier aununiii during UIl past
tiuartcr o! a ceiltury.

Of course, Ille advcrse balance causcd 1w Ille St.

Johin, N.B., fire iu 1877 is hIe priniai cause of Ile
above adverse showing; but surely it is tl»te to admit
Ille an adequate loading niust bc ilade to current
rates to provide for occasional conflagrations, (if
whlichi, 1w Ille wav. there hiavc becn no less tilan tbrec
ex\tcfl5'Ve ones durrng this prescrit ycar of grace alont'.

Let uis sec wliat lias beeti (loue lu Canada 1w the
Iirc Unclerritt'rs to :rnprove mlatters.

In 1889 tlle aver.age i me obtainied iii the Dl)nînînion
'vas m.6 pier cent. aîîd iu 1890 z., lier cent., a gain
of ilne "points" iii seven vears.

But the avecrage rate over this period %vas 1.19 lier

cent., andi assnrning that ten licr cent. of thec net prc-

Iltilsl. $bfltil(i lie retaitied to niake lire lliîderwvritiilg
i aeand failIV rellunnerative business (that is, a

uss ratio îlot eXceeduîîg 57 1-2 IeCr cenlt. anti CeXpL)Ce

,aItioý of -'t over 32 1- 1 per ceit.ll e average rate

iver Ille perinti ctîverecl lw Ille ligures first above

giv'Ci s1liUltl have h)eeti 1.30 lier cent. iii order to

Iave warranted sn higli a loss ratio as (8l.$î lier cent.

Manilesthy. Caacaî lias ual, ovr lis enlire l'I.ci,îcss,

gis recordt-i in Oflicicul relieruîs, co,îlribîlc-l one dollar -)f

~ ,,îic>~.iliigprolUt ditr1ing thc pasl qîuarter of <a

Itîîîv h k truc tuit sonlie Cninpanîes bave, dur-

îig that pecrinti, inade a fatir inargini of profit; but on

UIl otlier lianci inn havt been altogetlier mmiie anti

otliers t'<)itttaiiL< mu ivithilrawv froni the contry. lut

\vlile or iii part, or, if of local origini, dliscontinue t4le

bsns.alter a fair trial, in clespair of ever bcing

able to "iake hotli ciîd' cet.''
1Iat rates. silice the St. jolun lire, bhii kept up to

a pavinig point, the net prennlili lîcniinl Canada

%Vnufid have lxeen eîllîancecl 1w hie) stîul nf $6,744,722.

after deducting Ille average percelîtage to cover cx-

p)enses- a siil just abouit equialling tliat paid b' tlle

t..onîpatiies by reason of tlîat fire, and i eîouigh to have

m.ade, for thie pist tweîîty-t\w' years, tire under-

writing in Canadai a fairly profitable anti pleasalnt

businiess inshLead o! t lever (il tifrcst anti coUstanit

alixictv it lias beenl.
Front Britishi Columbhia ho Nova Scotia there are,

andi for vears past have beti, fairly %vell orgaîlizeti

mnid loyal Provincial Fire I*iidecrwritiiug Associations,

siveral o! \wliicli have, at colisitierable expense, speci-

tîcallv rateti everv tni o! aîîiv hiiiirtatice îvithlîi

tlîcîr borcrs-l)tt 1 meihure tlle assertion thiat tiot

a. Single n of these Associationls possesses an>' data

front whicbi it eau fnrînuilate tables siliowing tlle let

resuit of ats aggregate unde(lr" ritinig over ail> given

îperiol of tlnme sînice its orgaiiizatin anti is, couise-

cîuenitly, iuiiable to clciiiistrate wliether a profit or

aluss lias, on1 Ille wliole, beeti ilade in its respective

l'roviiice. AIo. hsy larity (of rvasmiiig, tliese Asso-

ciatinlis ilnust lie abscîlutely igniorant as to tlle suffici-

ency. or cîlicrwtse, of tlicir respective tariffs o! rates.

1 knlow of uno co uiitry at the prescit. mnomnîct het-

ter cquiipel for wvhat, f 'r wvant o! a better nianîc, 1

\ýiIl caîl -National" orgaizahtii thli Canlada; n'or

do 1 kuî<w of on1e tliat coulti, Nvill so little adîcitionial

trouble aid \expense. sectire throuigl tlle aforesaici

P rovincial Associatins, anîd tahulate those valuiable

'statistics tiit. aggreg.ateti for the entire Doliniiion,

uvotilti l) of sticb grent value to our tire utuderwvriters

genlerzily ancl taken bv Provinces bc a sure and cer-

tain guide in Ile riglit adjushnielit of UIc Canadian

av'erage rate Io its respective Provincial lia7ard.

1 tlierefore venltulre, siwsl &ariicstly. ta urge 111)01

Ilie ( ilficcrs, of the varinîts Provincial A\ssociationls

that thev at ail carlv day o)rgaitiize front aliong thecir

respective incnîhcllrshipi. a Domnion 'Exeutive Coin-

rniitec wvncli shall have iii charge tlle forniulating of

aiial sttstics conicernliig Fire Insurance lu Canada,

imot only as covering the wliolc Domîinioni, but iu so
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