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Contemporary Thought.
OxE teacher fooks at his pupils and sces nothing
in their faces but an exhaustive demand on his
strenpth and patience ; another sees in each face a
mute appeal o all the wisdom, sympathy and leve
that are in him.  So says the Christian Union.

14 is stated on the authority of an American
contemporary that the watercress destroys the
toxic principle of tobacco without dawaging its
ather qualities. It is said to be sufficient to mois-
1en the wbaceo with the juice of the waterctess to
deprive the tobacco of its deleterious effects.  If
this information may be relied upon, it will prove
of especial service to beginners, and may help to
spare them the pangs of physical remorse which
not unfrequently attend the earlier efforts 1o
acquire what is at best an expensive and wasteful
habit, Itis open to question, however, whether
if this end e obtained, smokers would rot after
all prefer the unsophisticated anicle; tobacco
without nicotine is like certaintectotal beers with-
out aleohol {(some teetotal beers are, bowever, not
eacmpt) which only satisfy when thirst is very
utgent,—NMed, F'ress & Circular,

WE can no longer shut our cyes 1o the fact that
the American democracy is destined to burdens
of which none of its membess dreamed five years
ago. It mustsolve new problems for the race,
and it must do it, as it has supported other bus-
dens of the kind, soberiy, manfully understand-
ingly. It must, then, study ancw the art and
practice of considering all the circumstances of a
case propounded before gaving a deliberate judg.
ment.  That frame of mind which is shown in
going off at half-cock in a hasty vezdict of approval
or disapproval on a half view of sutface circum-
stances never was so dangerous as now. There is
a new rtesponsibility on our newspapers, on our
other periodicals, on our public men, on our
clergymen and other teachers, and it biehooves
them to meet it and to catry on the consciousness
of it 10 the grenerations which are pressing on for
the future.  Ience alone can we have that sober
and trained public opinion without which demo-
cracy is a foredoomed failure.— Yhe Century.

IT may be asked, What harm can vesult from
allowing persons to believe in ** faith-healing 27
Very great indeed.  Its tendency is to produce an
cffeminate type of character which shrinks from
any pain and to concentrate attention upon scif
and its sensations. It sets up false grounds for
determining whether a person is or is not in the
favour of God. It opens the duor to every super-
stition, such as attaching importance to dreams,
signs, opening the Bible at random, expecting the
Lord to make it open so that they can gather His
will from the first passage they sce, * impressions,”
** assurances,” ete.  Practically it gives great sup-
port to other delusions which claim a supernatnral
clement. It greatly injures Christiamty by sub-
jecting it 10 a test which it cannot endure. It
directs atlention from the moral and spiritual
transiormation which Christi nity professes to
work, a transformation which whetever wade
manifests its divinity, so that none who behold it
nced any other proof that itisof Gold. It destroys
the ascendancy of rcason in the soul, and thus, like
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sinilar delusions, it is sell-pespetuating 3 and its
natucal, 1nd, in some winds, its irresistible ten.
dency, is to mental derangement.  Little hope
exists of freeing those already entangled, but it is
highly important to prevent others from falling
into so plausible and luxurious a snare, and to show
that Christianity is not to be held responsible for
aberrations of the imagination which belong exclu.
stvely to no party, creed, race, clime, orage.—Z.r.

I~ these days, however, it is not the fault of the
publishers if the present generation is not omnd-
scient.  Good books were never more cheap or
abundant. A modest sum nowadays would buy
almast the whole realm of English literature.  One
may purchase Bunyan's jmmortal allegory for a
penny, all of Shakespeare’s plays for siapence ;
while a set of Ruskin, which not long ago was in
England held at five hundred dollars, may be
bought in a popular library on this side for as
many cents.  The wave of cheap literature, which
for many years past has flung its rich wreckage on
the shores of this continent, and swept up its
waterways with fentilising power, has now crossed
the Atlantic,and is beating with marked impression
the white cliffs of Albion. There, to-day, thanks
to the enterprise of the publishers and the limita-
tions of copyright, a few pence will buy the most
treasured of Eaglish classies.  The sale of these
popular editions on this side is, we learn, unhap-
pily limited.  This, we dare say, is owing panly
to the fact that the ** standard authors,” till now,
in the main, high-priced in England, have loug
bieen accessible to all classes of readess in this
country. But is not the limited sale accounted
for by the aggressions of contemporary authors—
chicfly sensational novelists—whose productions
have all but swamped those of the older writers,
and the reading of which has in some measure

-perverted the taste necessary for their enjoyment ?

Nevertheless, the sale on this side of the Atlaniic
is not small of the works of what are texmed ** our
best authors ”’; and though the newspaper and the
iHustrated periodical ate the chief reading of the
masses, a jarge and cver-increasing constituency
sceks to be familiar with the masterpicces of the
language which have long been our instsuction and
delipht.— G. Mercer Adam in the Week.

THE most momentous intellectual conquest of
our day is, perhaps, the discovery of the greatlaw
of the uaity and continuity of life, generally styled
the law of cvolution. Not only are the remotest
brauches of knowledge—as, e.g., physics and
psychology, or chemistry and politics~connected
by it into a systematic and harmonious whole 5 buat
by it also has been realized that union between
science and philosophy for which the clearest
minds of former ages longed in vain.  The sccular
feud between ddealists and materialists ceases on
the solid ground of the cvolutionary doctrine,
where every science becomes philosophical without
surrendering to any metaphysical or @ priors con-
ception 3 while, on the other hand, our psycholo.
gical and ethical inquirics acquite a finm basis and
scientific precision and accuracy as soon as they
arc touched by the vivifying spirit of this theory.
Since we admit the unity of life, and since we con-
sider cosinic phenomena, in spite of their amazing
apparent diversity, only as various manifestations
or consceutive degrees of one evolution, we arc
compelled to infer that our methods of political or
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historical knowledge ought to be essentially iden-
tical with those generally prevailing in physical or
biolegical rescarches.  Metaphysical speculations
on social matters, in which the greatest philoso-
phers of former centuries delighted, lose their hold
upon the skeptical mind of our age, and even the
econoryic empiricisins of Adam Smith, Malthus,
and Ricardo grows inadequate to the modern
demand for positive knowledge of the natural laws
pervading the evolution of human societies.  Soci.
ology, i.e., a strictly sciemific statement of these
laws, is consitlered nowadays as an integeal part,
as the necessaty *couronnement édifice™ of a
methodical conception  of the world.— From
* Comte and Spences on Sociology,” in Popular
Seience Monthly for November.

AND here Tam tempted to allude to an old cry
which scems at present to be reiterated with more
than usual zeal, that we are over-cducating the
people, and tempting the nsing generation to for.
sake the desk, the forge and the plough for the
learned professions.  There lies at the foundation
of this the miszhievous error which confounds
mental and moral culture with professional train-
ing. The aim of all true edueation is mental
breadth, moral clevation and such a mastery of the
great truths that furnish the best antidote to sloth
and ignorance as shall awaken the dormant intel.
lect and kindle it into living power. Of all the
cducational solecisms of our day this cry of over-
education scems to me one of the most foolish ; as
though the hope of Canada’s agricultural future
depended, like that of Egypt with its degraded
felahs, or of Cuba with its prvdial negroes, on the
ignorance of the tillersof the soil. . . . Let
us not dJiscourage the idea that in the world's
future, and abave all, in this centre of freedomand
industry, the good timeis coming ; though, doubt-

less, for us of the older gencration at least,

¢ Far on in summers that we shall not see,”

when intellectual capacity shall not be thought
incompatible with mcchanical toil ; when another
Burns, dowered with all that culture can fend to
genius, may ‘‘wake to ecstacy the living lyre ™
while following the plough; another Watt or
Stephenson, trained in the mysteries of statics and
dynamics, may revolutionize the cconomic service
of mechanical forces ; another Hugh Miller, rich
in all the latest revelations of scicnce, may inter-
pret more fully to other generations the testimony
of the rocks. Meanwhile we may look forward,
without any dread of the fancied evils of * over-
education,” to a widely diffused culture, broad and
thorough ; with its few cminent scholars and
specialists rising as far above the general standard
as the most cultured of our own day excel the
masses. . . ., We need be in no fear that
Cangdian Bacons and Newtons, Porsons and
Wheuells, will multiply unduly ; and for the rest,
we may safely leave the chances of an cxcessive
crop of Liwyers, doctors or teachers 1o the same
law of supply and demand which regulates the
industry of the manufacturer and the produce of
the farm.  But of this we may fecl assured, thatin
the grand struggle of the nations in the coming
tiine the most widely.cducated people will wrest
the prize from its rivals on every ficld where the
value of practical scicnce and the power which
knowledge canfers are brought into play.—Dr.
Daniel Wilson in @ sgeeck at Convocation.



