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tence in death, you cannot avoid saying—'et
me die, like him, the death of the righteous.
-+ Let me die the death of the righteous,”—
O ! may this be the sincere and earnest prayer
of us all; and not a vague aspiration, as it
was in the mouth of the fulse prophet who
uttered it first.

“JL.et me die the death of the righteous,”
Lut for this end let me live the life of the
righteous ; since these two things are incom.
patible— a wicked life and a holy death.

“ Let me die the death of the righteous,”
but for th's end let me cherish and cultivate
the germ of the life of heaven within me.—~
‘T'hat lies in the word, the spirit, and the grace
of the risen Jesus; who is our resurrection
und our life. Receive that divine seed of
eternal life by faith ; by love retain it in your
heart ; cause it to take root through humility ;
cherish and stimulte it through srayer and
by the thought of God; water it by thetears
of repentance, and fortify it by the conflicts
of virtue,

“ et me-die the death of the righteous,”
let me die like so many holy ones I have
known, and like him whose memory is so re-
cent in peace in the Lord ; but for this pur-
pose let me imitate their example, and follow
their devotion to God.

“ Let me die the death of the righteous,”
hut for this end let me destroy the bad seed
of evil within me, and live the pure and full
life of the risen one; let me die to everything
which is not after his life ; let me live no more
for the world or the flesh, with its appetites
und lusts ; let me count all thinys but dung,
that I may win Christ and be found in him.

% Let me die the death of the righteous,”
hut for this purpose let me exercise & con-
tinual vigilance over myself, Nothing is
more evident, or better known, than the ne-
cessity of death; there is nothing less known
or less evident, than the hour when death
may come. There is no day but may be my
last, there is no time but { may receive a
summons from God. Ah! my friends, a hap-
Y death ought to be the great object of the
desires of our life. But that we may attain
this blessed thing, God requires fiom us,
righteous tives, lives of devotion to him and
to duty, and to the pursuit of the things
which are above.

O, brethren beloved, so often home in
prayer, upon the heart of a God-man; let
that sudden and regrettable death, which we
all mourn, stir you up to a more serious con-
rideration of those lessons, which you have
received from his living voice. lie no more
preaches in your hearing, but he preaches in
vour recollections ; he preaches by that faith-
tul exhibition of Christ which dwells now
upon you memories ; he preached by that life
of faith in the Son of God, which heled; be
preached by tnat patient and joyous death
which he died ; and to our fait{\
lows him hzyond the precincts of tnis world
:uto the land of spirits, he seems to preach
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by the glorious recompenses he has obtained,
and whnich sbull oe vbtained by =il who Jove
the Lerd’s appearing.  Yet he preaches ; lis-
ten ~ud obey. In a little time the bride-
groom will arrive; in a little time we shall
go to appear before God. This is true, not
only of those who expeet from day to day to
be called, who, by a course of sickness, are
specially advised by the Lord to hold them-
selves in readiness, who, after having made
up their minds that earth is escaping from
them, cry out *“even so, come quickly, Lord
Jesus” ; but it is true equally for all, siuce
there it not one who can certainly promisc
himself, that he shall live to the evening. O'!
| brethren it is now, now while you have the
| free and fall use of your faculties, that you
ought to put yourself in connexion with
things invisibie, by the word of God and
prayer. ‘These things are old to the hearing
of us all: but through our langour and un-
belief, they may be new and strange to the
experience of very many of us. * Seek the
Lord while he may be found, call upon Him
while heisnear.” Seek Gog in that invisible
world, whose doors Jesus hath opened. If
he tarries now, await him ; for at last he will
come, and will net tarry. AMEN,
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THE ENDOWJENT SCHENME.

Mr. Smith, North Leith, gave in the report
of the F'ndowment Committee. After giving
details, the report proceeds as follows:—

The work of the yesr, as detailed above,
thus consists in the addition to the Church of
sixteen new parishes, viz.:—Leshiils, Max.
well, Parkhead, West Church (Rutherglen),
St. Andrew’s (Kilmarnock), 8acuchan, Loch-
gelly, North Church (Kelso), New Canongate,
Bannockburn, Bridge of Allan, Holburn,
Burghead, Newbyth, Uban, and Appin. The
total number of new parishes now amounte
{to 131, and thess have been erected at a cost
of not leas than £496,500, exclusive of the
large suma requisite in many cases to clear
the way for endowment by the liguilation of
| debt on the fabrics. Tne success which, upon
i the whole, has thus sttended the labours
(¢t the committee more than compensates
:them for all ihe vexation and difficulty occa-
' sioned by the failure of many to help them

in the work hitherto; and in the fact that so

many parishes have as yet rendered no assi<-
{tance to the furtherance of the provincisl
i phin, they would find matter for hope tnat
; there is a large reserve of force in the Church
1 10 be vet exerted on their behalf, and which,
. when 80 exerted, will enalle them to accom-
i phshi the en fowment of many more chapela.
! On many grouuds, and by many most impoz-
portant vesults in the past, the Church is
;encouragad 10 persevere in the good work.
» In the appendix to this report will b2 Jound




