approbation, and 1 am sure that our peaple, to
the extent of theie ability, will be willing to
conttibute to it,

Time will not admit of my adverting, how-
ever briefly, to all the matters that have been
under discussion since we assemibled here. 1
cannot, lowever, refrain from expressing my

rcat satisfaction, that amul oceasiomal wiffer-
cnce of opinion on subordinate mattcrs, thero
has been a spirit of brotherly harmeny mani-
fested on every im{mrlant question.

I should notbo dung justice to your feclings
nur 10 my gwn, did I not bear my wilhng testi-
mony to the great benefit we have derived from
the correspouding members who have bean
present with us_on this occasion. Very
plessant have their society and countenance
Leen to us. I trust as we are now about to
separate, that a gracious Providence will con-
duet them in safety to their respective homes ;

" and that we may hape to enjoy many auch
weetings with our esteemed Brethren who are
labouring in other parts of our Lord vineyard.

It has been to me a source of unspeakable
satisfaction that neither at present, nor on any
furmer occasion si n I had the honour of a
scat in this Court, has any busincss of a pain-
ful nature, affecting the character or status of
any of our Brethren in the Ministry been before
us. Itrust that** He whe walketh amid the
seven golden caundlesticks' may so sustain us

. aliby His grace that we may ever be ensamp-
1es 10 our flocks, ** may shine as lights in the
world ;'? and give evidence that we feel in our
own souls the pawer of those heavenly truths
we declare to others.

We are now abous {0 return to our respective
ficlds of labour, and 1 am persuaded, judging
fiom my own experience, that we shall go hume
with our hearts refreshed, and our strength
jovigorated, fur our daily and weekly duties
among out people.

« Teommend you all to Gud and ta the word
. of His Grace,” beseeching Him to be *¢ your
Shield and Helper,” trusting that we may all
be spared and Priviicged to meet again on the
return of another year. and especially that,
when 3 few more meetings and partings are]
over, we may all be gathered into that joy(wl
Assembly in the Courts above, which ¢ shall
gono more out,'* but shall surround the throne
of the glorified Redeemer through the unceas-
iug ages of etermty.

The Maderator then concluded with prayer
and the A postolic benediction,
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THE MONTHLY RECORD.

|From the Montreal Presbylcrian.)

The Religious Cex-u—;: of the Province,—
its Inaccuracies.

Our attention having been drawn to the
volumes containng the result of the Census, we
were siruck with the eaceedingly imperfect

been taken by the Enwmerators. The total
population of Canada West by the Census ap-
arcd to be 952,008, (n, say 1851, for the
Jensus is in fact the Census for that year),
‘The Anglican appears there ta be the predomi.
nant denomination—the numbers bewg 223,
190, the Church of Rome 167,695, Wesleyan
Methodist 96,640, The Church of Scotland
is sct down at but 53,542 but great injustice
is done to it, as will presently be shown.  Free
Presbyterians arc ranked at 65,807 and other
Presbyterioms at the large number 80,799!
Thus, on the showing even of this Census,
the Presbyterian bodies collectively number
204,148, but we are quite convinced that their
numbers are much more considerable. T is
well known that there ure now three prominem
budies of Preshyterians, the Presbyterian church
in connection with the Church of Scotland, the
Free Church and the United Presbyterian
Church. Inthe next Census we hope a columo
will be appropriated by name to each of these
bodies, and care taken 1o allot their respective
adherents to each Church, so that the Iarge
numbers assigned to the sweeping head of
“(her Presbyterians’ »arv be properly distri-
buted. We presume ant -cason of the number
under this heading heing so large ig that the
popular answer of members of onr Church to
the Yinumerators interrogating them would be
] am a Presbytenan.’”  But, as we have
already stated, we are thoroughly convinced
that, wlnle the enumeration of the Preshyterian
badies 18 inaccurate, with reference to aur own
body st is prossly so. In Hamilton City, fur
wmstance, the returns do not shew a single
adhereut of our Church ; in London the return
1sthesame ; 1 Bytown but 198, inthe extensive
county of Waterloo none; in Frontenac none;
in the rapidly settling eounty of Bruce but 65 ;
m Lambton 146, 1n the county of Yurk again
the Census credits us with no adh >rents, though
the cuntrary 18 so manifest, while no Jess then
9159 are sct down under the accommodating
head of **Other Preshyterians.” But we have
shown that very slight dependenceistnbe plac-
ed on it with regard to Upper Canada. Let us
turn to L. Canada and we n-cet the same results,
The gross numbers there are set down=—total
population, 892,261 ; and the distribution thus:
Church of Rome 748,866 . Church of Eng-
fand 48,402 ; Church of Scotland with 16
semled congregatior  but 4,047 1! the Free
Church 217! and these accommodating ¢ Other
Preshytorians™ 29,221!!! But, to particula-
rize, in Beauharnois District, where we have
largeand numerous Congregations, and where
as an accuratc and reliable correspondent of
oncof the daily papers, ¢‘Papirius Cursor,”
showed in a letter transferred some time ago to
our columns, we have a very large number of
members and adherents, no adherents are as-
signed to our Church! In Gaspé, where we
have onc congregation witha settled pastor, and
ane without, there appears but 10! Hunting-
don again, none; and, to cag the climax, the
City of Mantreal, none!! Itis unnecessary
to enter upon an analysis of the return of the
various counties in the Province; we have
pointed out sufficient inaccuracies to demon-
strate that no reliance can be placed .upon the

Dahousie, St. John's. Alexander Forbes.

manner in which the Reviciots Crxsvs-had) P
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we would bo disposed to estimate onr adhereats
inall Canada at 120,000 rather than atthe low
figure assigued 10 them, and would esteem even
this a moderate estitmate.,  We truat that, ers
another census be taken, mecasures will be
resorted to, to secure aceurate returns, with-
vut which, however carefully and systematically
compiled, as the volume befure us really ap-

ears to be, the Censusis a mere delusion.
I'he assigning of distinet headings 1o the
Presbyterian bodies, and the giving particular
wstructions to the Enumerators, may perhs
remedy e ovil. Jn our examination of the
Census we have been siruck with several fea-
tures of intetest, which we may hereafter
develop in an article eahibiting the distribution
of the members of our Church and the need for
a Home Micsion on a enmprehensive plan.

- e————eee

The Congregation of Three Rivers.

We liave much pleasure in extracting the
following from the Threc Ricers Ingquirer of
15th August.—Presiyterian,

To-day at 4 o’clock, p. ., the corner-stono
of the Presbyternian Church was laid.  This
highly tespectable section of the Christian body
has in course aof ercction a handsome and com-
modivus place of worship.

The Congregation in i;ebruar last appointed
the following gentlemen as a {)uilding Com-
mittee :

Messrs.John Kerr,  DMessrs. G, Baptist,

Q. B. Houliston, W. McDougall,
A. McPherson, A. McKelvie,
A. Craik, T, Gordon,

. James Dickson ;

and 8o active have they been in soliciting sub-
scnptions, and so hberally has their appeal for
support heen responded to, that they anticipate
the completion of thevuter portion of the build-
ing before the winter sets in.  ‘The Congrega-
tion have secured a permanent Pastor in the
Revd. G. D. Ferguson, whose zeal, piety and
Christian hberality have secured him the res-
pect and confidence of all pasties,

This day will be deposited in the corner-
stone of the Church several coins of the Realm,
with the usual documentary notices of the
Church, and a copy of the Three Rivers
Inguirer printed on White Satin. It gives us
sincete pleasure to wish our fellow-Christians
God-speed.

-

Congregation of Hamilton.

We learn with pleasure from the Hemilton
Spectator that the Ladies of the Congregation
in Hawilan have recemiy prescated therr
pastor, the Revd. R. Buraett, wuh £30, to be
devoted to journcyings for the benefit of Ius
health.  Such instances of kindly feeling and
sympathy are uileed checring.—Jb.

MISCELLANEOUS.
A French Officer’s Letter from the
Crimea.

Aunoug the many letters from the Crimea
which have appeared from time to time, we
do not remember to have rend one more
simply beautiful than the following, publish-
od in the LUvivers.  We give it at' length
with the note prefixed to it'by the French
journalist. Our readers, we.are certain, will

returns of thie various denominations. ~In fact

perusé it with an unmingled sentiment of ad-



