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THE ALLIES AND "GERMAN PFACE PROPOSAL.

Perhaps the înost important officiai document that lias been
issued since the declaration of war is the answer of the allied
powers to the note delivered to them hy the President of the
United States in reference to the suggestions for peace (or peace
proposais as the Germans wouid call them) of the "entraI powers.
Our readec;s will be glad to have thir, on record, and we therefore
inakce no . iogy for puhlishing it.

"The allicd Govern'ne-ts have received the nlote which was
deiivcred to them in the namne of the Governent of the United
states on the l9th of December, 1916. Thev have studied it
wîth the care imposed upon them both by the exact realization
wbich they have of the gravity of the hour and by the sincere
fricndship whichi attach~s them. to the Amerîcan people.

" In a general way they desire to declare their respect for the
loftv sentiments inspiring the American nlote and their whoie-
hearted agreement with thc proposal to, create a league of natic ris,
which shal] assure peace and justice throughoiut the world. They
rccognizc ail the advantages for the cause of hurnanity and civil-
ization which the instituton of internation2l agreements, destined
to avoid violent conflicts bctween nations, would prevent; agree-
mnents which must implv the sanctions necessary to instire their
execution and thus to prcvent an apparent security from only
facilitating new aggres.3ion. But a discussion of future arrange-
nî.'nts for assuring a <îurable peac pre-supposes a satisfactory
settlement of the present conflict; the allies have as profound &
desir- as the Government of the UJnited States to termÎnate as
soon as possiblc 'i war for which the Central Eipires are respon-
sible, ar.ùd iihich infliets such cruel sufferi.2gs upon humanity.
But iii their judgment, it is *mpossiblc to obtain at this moment
suchl a peace as will not only sedure to them the reparation, the
restitution and the guarantees ju8tly due them, by renson of the
act of aggression, the guilt of which is fixe! uponi the (entrai
Powcrs, whiie the wey prînèiple from whîch it sprang was under-
mining the safety of Europe; and at the saine time sucli a peace
as wvill enable future European nations in bc established upon a
sure foundation. The allied nations are ronscious that they are
flot fight-ing for seifish intcrcst8, but, above ail, to safeguard the
in(lependence of peoples, of right and of humanity

"The allies are fully aware of the losses and sufforing8 which


