
of the species and uinwortliy of a varietal name. The antiquity of
the species ;vas shown by the discovery bv Dr. G. M. DaNvson of well
preserved specimens in the rocks of the Laramie aCge in the North-West
Terri tories.

Dr. Ilt. B. Sinall read ati entcrtaining account of a volume of lec-
ture% on botaxîy wichl lie liat recently acquired. These lectures were
delivcred at «Harvard University iii 1788 by Dr. Benj. Waterliouse and
wverc the lir-st lectures delivcred in America upon botany of wvhich we
liave any record.

,Mr. Robert Wlhyte spoke for some time upori the suibject of bo-g
plaints, and illustrated bis reniarks by cxhiibiting a fine collcction of the
local spccics. The various so called insectivorotis forrns wcrc trcated of
-l'd the thieories as to their pow'ers of digcstiîig food discussed. This
address gave ris c to iiichl animatcdl and cdifying discussion in whiicli

mavvaltuable items of information were brongbt out.
Messrs. Baptie, liarrington, Ballantyne and Iilctccr took part iu

the discussion. The smndews and pitchier plants wcre discussed and
thecir habits and structure cxplaid.

During the evening tlie following nîote by Prof. Johni Macouin, wvas
lead

N~OTE UN~ VIE POISONOUS PIROPERIIES 0F THE
AARZCUS RtODiMAY[.

ItY JOHNS MACOUN, ýM.A., F.L.S., F.R.S.C.

Diuing the pa~st autui many edible imislroonis have beeîi col-
Icctcd in the v'iviuity of tic city, sone, of vhîichi lave liad doubt%. thrown
upon thcir value by an unfortunate occurrence which took place early
in Scitember.

A lady J)urclICsedl two lots of rnuslivooms on the market, one froin
tic stalis and the otiier froîn the open miiarket. he latter lot wvas
that froîn w~hicli the lady partook and wvhich resulted in lier deatli.

Late iu September Mr. "Martin Becson of this city also purchased
a lot oru the market and wvhen thyy Nvere being cooked Iiis wvife noticed
that thiey hiad an offensive smell1 and the faîuily refuscd to eat them.
A fewv were sent to the wvriter wvho adviscd 31r. l3enson not to use them
as thiey wero, to Say the leýast of it, unpleasant to both taste and stucl.


