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altend, let me temder to him all my love. For|church is nearing the consummution of its glory. witheut the substance; your godliness muat not
Low sweet is the memory of former delihts, und | 'The Redecmer will shontly be muvessally enthaone

how mdiepensable is thewe renewal!  “Thee us
afsretime, help us O Jesus, with thee to hymn our
TFather's glones 3 there declare {o us his name;
there breathe on us again the loly Ghost; thete
set us “ as a seal upondhine hemt, as a seal upon
thine arm, for fove is shong us death 3 thae bee
stow, and there accept aflection’stenewed pledges,
Who but Jesus is the fount of my bliss, the source
ol my stiengsh, the friend of my bosom, and tie
saviour of my soull  Whoelse quickened me when
dead, found me when lost, restored me when
rained, and established me when but weak in his
ways? Who else made me a clald of God, who
was a child of keell 5 an heir of heaven who was a
heir of woe ;urich, who was poor 3 beloved, who
wius bateful; clean, who wus poliuted; clothed,
who was nuked ; reconciled to God, renewed in
his image, and welcomed with him to sit in hea-
venly places 3 Let me come lo bis table with gra-
t8ude.  As mulutudes have done, 1 have professed
his name, but have I with the few walked in his
ways T Am [ kept from apostaey 2 I owe it to
hivte  Itss m Chrst 1 am garnusoned and by lus
mighty pover alune can 1 be contnually kept.
‘Fo his word, protulence, giace, ordmances, and
Holy Spirit, am 1 indelted tor all my psaileses,
so unaluable, aud my prospects so  pleasant,
through him [ have been upheld, and deluered

“$rom all evil through another year.

# Here T raise my Ybenczer, .
Hither by thy help I’mi comes
Aad 1 hope by thy good pleasure,
Safily to arrive at howne.”?

Bul 1would draw near with peailence. 1 can-
unt hut deplore the many sins of the past year;
tow miay, how flagrant. how, agaravated; sins of
amission itnd commission.—sins of thought word
and desd,—sins agamst God and nin,—sins pri-
rate and public, seeret and open——sins in the
<hurely and i the svorld,—sins wilful and thought-
Inss—tins cvery day and cven every moment!?
Ot have I not cause for thoronzh heartfelt peni-
tence? With qudly sorrow 1 would come to thee,
my grieved, ty crucitied, my forziviag Saviour,—
luunT)ly, as thy most unworthy diseiple, T would
approach thy table. There would 1 renew my faith
in thee as the Christ of God. I would trust in the
sacrifice of Jesws.  I'would confide in his woid of
promise. I would lay claim to hus will and testa-
ment. 1 would cast myself upon lhj‘ mercy and
saving gracc, saying with David of old, “ unto thy
hand 1 comnmit my spirit3 thou hast redecmed me
< Lord God of trith.” for Jesus only can pardon,
sanctify. and eternally bless the peaitent behever
0, 1 would believe in Christ, accept the system
hat Lears his name, and walk only i those steps
an which he walked. I wonld be his, a pardoned
sinuer, a justified Lelicver,

¢ My faith would lay her hand
On that dear head of thine ;
While like a penitent I stand,
Aund there confess my sin.”

JInd lel mine be thé spirit of prayerful devoled
zcal,  Let me renew my vows of dedieation to the
Lord. Let me ‘crucily my natural sclfishaess.
Let me seek 10 s¢ of service to Christ in his king-
dom.  Let me aim to exalt him in every. possi-
ble way,aud to induce sinners to look unto him,
and live.  Let me wrestle in prayer for the tri-
umph of the seign of grace in my own heart and
life, and for the ingathering 1o his church ‘of the
clect of God. rejoicing or lamenting, as need shall
he.  This year let my body, soul, and spirit,~—my
time, wealth, and ivtellect,—my influcnce exam-
ple, and active efforts,—all be laid out for man’s
zood, and God’s glory—and fuctherance of the
cause of the Lond Jesus Christ. vind let me be
Joyfulfoo. Aud whynolt 1 Who caa have more
reason for it 2 God is mine, my portion, my cier-
nalall. [ama year ncarer my spiritual pertec~
tion, my heavenly home, my eternal rewand. ‘The

ede In b, aned Dncsuch prespects b people e
already bappy ; and many we beng 10uud to
that superior happiess to wheeh daath adnnte

be the tonm without the epersence o1 the power,
It you should be o mtatuated s to slop ghort of
1eal 1enton, o of gentie bobness, you will not
only mupese upen the worldy but you will decerve

tham, 1 will goto the table, sy sey soul exs yuus own souls UHew the lunguage o1 Jesus, aud
claiming, Jun aonsed tiom Uus state of delusion s ¢ Except
’ yotn ughiteoustices,’ ssuth the Saviour, ¢ shall exceed
the nighteowsness of the Senlws and Phassees, you
wall m no wize enter nto the hingdom of heaven.?

s How happy all shey servants are}
How great thy grace to me !
My lite which thou hast made thy caiey

Lord, 1 devote to thee, ?? Behold this dreamer that cometh next ! He is
N .

oue who bmagines that he will have tme enough
alterwards 10 think of religion, though for the
present he gives his whole soul to business, or to

folly, or to dissipation, : '
[t must appear to every one that this person also
BY THE REV. JOIN RALSTON, A M. is unler a fatal delusions He speaks ot wving tug
— whole soul 1o business, to folly, or to dissipation 3

Behold this dreamer that cometh next!  He s .;"‘p“_l""" ”'lm e l‘;""lhl‘““sl""'mm'l;"""{",' "_"1'"’
one who upagmes that becatse e s punctuat i .'"_’m, 1‘1«110{, :"u, N ll“ |0 ?'\ l.m,:m".: I;l’.m{"m' .0|r
1ehgions observanees, end exiernaliy decent m l)c-alll.?"“{"' «l‘ > .05“'." ar b m‘tlt:" lt ‘I N u‘n:e‘nu‘,
haviour, ke 13 theictore a tipe worshipper ot God, yiiat thotih we are comsnanded to he uctive A

? (dilizent therein. yet hberty 13 net gronted us to

It must appear to every ore that this person also , devote the whole of oar attention to tlis: noj but
is nnder a false ddusion.” Loy institution of se-  we e sequired. ke sumortal ereatures, to labour,
ligion ought, no (dubt, to be attended s, atd 1> ae=  wot sulely for meat that pensheth. but also for that
wally ohsened by all who Tave a jroper segud meat which cndureth unto everturting hfe. As 1o
for the the Deity.  Bat, neveninlos, it s uot to ] folly ard dissipation, it must be evident to cvery
be supposed, Mt guiny the round of religious du- | ratsonal bemg, that st 15 the language of nmad-
tics s all that s requisite to constitete a characler  ness o speak of engagmg in these at all,  The
which is acceptable in the sighto’ God.  No; )'ou'wisc and benevolent Author of Nature hay given
may sing the praises of the Mast Tigh, you may | us nolicense tor such mdulgence, mihe Jeast degree,
read the seriptures of truth, you may approach the | either now or afterwards,  Qurnchination to folly
throne of the Lternal, you may altend upon the s rather to be cheched, and onr vicions desires sm-
preaching of the word, you may observe the ordi- frhediatly suppressed. Now, asto employtng the soul
nances of the gaspel, you may even be mast pune-{at present wholly about secular affairs, or sensual
tuad in the perfornrance of these duties and othess | emtification, i expectation of having time after-
of' a sitnilur nature, and yet not be persons with pwards to atiend to rehaon ; thns imagination is ag
whom God is well plensed ; nay miore, you may [wild asany.  Although it had been allowable to
not only scem to be religious, but you may also j enrage the mind i the senses wlich 1 have men-
lave the appearan., - of paying respect to the dulies 1 tioned, yet it s not hke one in the exercise of his-
of murality, you may muamtam at Jeast 2 certain, judgment. to propose attending to the body in pre=
course of conduct which s decent 1n the eye ference to the soul, which 1s the nobler part of his
of the world, without being chargeable with any constitution.  Besides, how irrational is it to think
of those foul crinyes which stain the life of the pro- ' of commpout from the world, whencever he has a
fligate amongst men. Do you uot recollect theac-'1ind 0 exercise himself unto zodliness! “The
count which is given of the Phansers under the longer one has been in pursit of the profits or plea-
law? They had a most splendid profession ; they “sures of this life, the less wil! he be inclined to
affected a greatshow of religion m outward thinzsy  withdraw and divect his attention to that which is
they were scrupuously exact in their attention to 'different,  But shat is worst of all, the promising
the rites and ceremonies of Moses, in addition to | humself plenty of tume hereafter to prepare for eter~
which they subjoined thie trudition of the clders; “mty. A more foolish, a more absurd notion than
they fasted often, they prayed frequently and long, | this could never have arisen in the human mind.
they pointedly paid tithes of all that they possessed, | You therefore must certainly be dreaming, who im-
and they gave much alms to thepeople. ~ So exact ! agine that you will have time enough afterwards
was their observance of the law, and so sanctino- ' to attend to relizion, though at present you live
nious was their exten«al behaviour, that they gained like a citizen of the world, If you be a'man of
areat credit an the nation, though the truth was, *business,—one whose licart and hands are therein
that they were very unworthy of it, being, m re-' engaged.—he persuaded of the impropriety of your
ality. proud, covclous, unjust, superstitious, and ' conduct. in having your mind wholly dirccted ‘that
hypoentical. You therefore must certainly belway. Oraf you be a child of pleaswre. be con-
dicaming —you, who itmagine that you aive a_true ; vinced of vour folly in keenly pursning that which
worshipper of Gadl, beciuse youare punctual in re- | cannot eatisfy, but which will rather create uneasi-
ligious observances, and apparently decent in your ness to the soul,  Awake, an:d sce your error in
moral behavior. The world perhaps may think [attending totemporat concerns h&fore those that are
well of you, in this condition, and may be rcady 1o spiritual.  You are exhorted, remember. to seck
flatter you in the belief that it is just so with you'first, and above all things, the kingdom of God and
as you foolishly suppose. But be not deceived. lus nighteousness, resting assured that whatever
Remember that the Lord sceth not ay man secth § 1 ¢lse is good for you. that the Lord will give. Re-
for man looketh on the outwand zpperarance, but!gardless, as it would seem, of such an exhortation,
the Lord looketh on the heart. It is not enough you defer the busmess of ctemity, imagining that
that yon drw near to God with your month,—that  you will have abundance of time hereafier to attend
you honour him with your lips, and that you reve- (1o the same.  But. be not deccived.  Although it
rence him wwith your external deportment,  Noj; Jwere proper to delay preparation for another and
but you must be sincere and upright in the dis~ia better state of existence; yet you are surely
charge of your relizious duties; vou must engage dreaming, in thinkme that you will have time
in divine serviee, not only with the body. but also * enough for accomphshing this at some future pe-
with all the facidties.of the sonl; for as God is airied.  What.’ground have you to suppose so ?
Spirit so. if you would worship bim aright, you!There is none, at least that I know, upon which
niust worship him in spirit and in truth. Such lany but a madn an would have the presumption to
must be your piety of heart, such yourdevation of rest.  Although you may have survived different
niind, that yon must be thereby led to ackrowledge, (tronbles. and seen many days npon carth, yet this
to fear. and to love God, the grand object of your jis no arument that you are still 1o survive others,
veneration, and at the same time inclitied to act in land see some more comnfortable days in the land of
a just and charitable manner towands your neish-tthe living,  Noj the very next trauble that seizes
bour. Your religion must not be the shadow iyou may be the immediate forerunner of death:
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