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types of old erubroidery, choice of stitches appears .
have been governed by the design selected i
the work and by the peculiar circumxstances ,,
its purpose frarn both the decorative and utilitariqtU
points of view. On the whole, the nuniber (M
actually différent stitches Sa, eniployed is compara,
tively feiv. Trhere are simple parallel running aiu tý
darning stitches - thiere are long and short stitche a
which niay be nmade ta flow obliquely, or to radiat( i
or to, converge or, in fact, to fail into, any direction. 1
there are cross and knit and knotted stitches whli 1
are lu the nature of spots and dots rather thait
liues, and thiere are lcoped stitches which whiei
used as chain stitcli ta forin a surface of needie-
-%ork produce a sort af granular texture, and, when
used as buttonlile stitches, caxa be zompacte(l
together and forxned into strong autliues ta mark,
as required, salient shapes in a design. Given a
needleworker, skillful lu these different stitches,
and yau have a couipetent persan quà technique iii
respect of ahnost any kind of embroidery. But
technique in sti*ulitery alone is by no ineaus the
alpha and onega of enzbroidery. Enxbroidery
envolves taste and knowledge ln reproducing fornis
and harxnoniziug colors. Trhe ideal enxbroideress
wauld, like the Arachne af Ovid, draw, paint, and
compose the designs for lier needlework. Such
as onie would know and account for Oke difference
between appropriate and inapproprite designs.
Slie xnight even be genlus enaugli ta overstep the
usually accepted canons of design and its cor.iposi-
tion and yet produce something admirable, at Icast
ia soxîxe respects.

~Ebroidery 1 assume is always intended ta,
be decorative; and I think that few will deny
that successfui decoration is that in which a con-
sonance reigus between the niaterlals expressing
it, aud the .purpose it is ta serve. A vague exists
lu favar of enxbroiderlng fiawers, for instance,
upon the corners of cloths, liandkerchiefs, and so
on, depicting sucL flawers singly or in bunches with
as xnuch likeness ta the nagtural. things as possaibie.
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