
PRACTICAL H[NTS. 4

-'«In rny yotunger days," lie said, " I mwas clerking in a country store
wliere wo liad s&even or eighit clerkis. We took egsand ail kinds of truck
in excliaiiie, and th)at's wliere tim troub)le started. Every niorning olnr

ogswouild bo missing ; a few %votild be found on the floor, wliera tliey
liad evideîîtIv ls*n droppeil li smoie îîrowvhr. XVo Si 1 3t tliieves,
and sot a wutelà, eachi taking one îîiglit iii a corner of tiie store wliore we
could sc everyth)ing, th)at wvas going on withiont inviirringr tho danger of
dliseovery. Well, one îiglit on miy wvateli, about an liotir after closing, 1
heard a squoaking andl scamipcriiig au(I thoen sawv an army of rats, of ail
si7es, corne from their biols. 'flie eggs Lad been placoîl in t.li pan of ant

olu-faliinedbeam scaleýs, wlîicli c(Iil(ln't ho reaclied lîy vrawling, as til
si(les of tuie pan were too slippery. Now, you needn't smnile, gentlemien
WVo are coxning- to tuie toughi part, but 1'm lirel)ared to miako atli(avitb.
l'il he blessed if tiiose feIlows didn't jump on the vouinter anud rîîn alon<t
the svalq. Thon eone old fellow Iinrnl*I bis hak p under the scalo. pan,
and anotiier fellow jumped up, anud a tlîird and fouirtih rat fuillowed until
they liad a pyranîid realîiing( te tli. level of tiue egurS. One grey-haired
olil custoimer, wlio, appeared to bie a veteran iii vil1aiî,v, iiiîbe)u on
tiie top, ran and took, out an er bete con bila paws anid passed it élown
hy biis mates to, tite counlter. Iu that way lie ernptied the l)an, and
springing down te thie couniter, lie caughit an egg b)etwen buis twe front
paws and robbed over on bus back. Tl'e little fellows cauglit bis tail in
tlàeir teeth and dragged hlie grizzled thief tiown to tiie end <if the militer.
Anotlier bill of rats was formed an-d the eggs gently rernoved to the floor,
wlîere tlhe performance was repeated until ail tiie holes liad been stocke<l
up. By workinig ail ni-lit, tbîcy w<ul(l steal ouur (<utire stock, and scarvely
leave a trace, except vbiere tbuo.v <Iroppeci an egg. and s1îattered tie fioor."

- A lecture on " Some Boys 1 Have Known,"' m-as gi yen by M. IMax
0'Rell, the popular autiior, in Aberdeen. Tlero -was a largo audienice,
and I>rofessor Struitluers occupied tlie chair. Thîe lecturer, wb11îo was
cordially greeted, remarked that if the audience expected to bucar a serioins
discussion on eduvation, tbn-v %-oulul go away disappointed. ]Ho intended
Simply te tell tbiern of somu' yoiiug, Englislî frieuuds of Liis, and if im sliould
seein too critical, tlue audience wî îuldl please bear iii ininîl thiat lie linuseif
vas once a hoy-and lie was ever%.tling)v tliat Nvas gffod. Boys lie was
alway- auspicious of, were tbiese wlio tried to be lerfrt. bo0ys, and especi-
ally f liose who succeeded iu Ilueir eiborts. By Crennine boys, lie meant
tliose wlio slîirk tlîeir work wlîenever tliey can, and mbio are abwvays
readv for hionest play. Tfie tN.pit. i Master Johînny Btull is a goXXI littie
boy. Hoe sometirnes unakes slips in lis eNercises, but. errora in thorai
never. 0f course ho oce.asionallv forgots biis besson, but lie always knows
if. Iis me.mory is luis weak point. He lias (101e lis best-wliatAver
that nay mean-and tbiouugl bjis lesson lias now escaueu his memory,
lie knows lie repeated it to himself in the train, withçout a singbe mîistake.
Hie knows hie did. One of bis pupils, in exceusing hiniseif for being with-
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