
194 TIIE EDUCATIONAL RECORD.

Current Events.

SILR WILLIAM DA.WSON AS A TEACIIER.

A noble life is ended, Caiiada's " Grand Old Mlui " hias
grone, but his memory will live vith us as long as Canada
hias a history. To us-the teachers of Canada-lie leav-es ail
example ofearnest, painstaking devotion to the calling that
was his by choice and greins, which it wrould be almost îm-
possibleto rival. H1e was a gyreat teacher becauase lie was a
great man. is reputation as a scientist was world w'idc.
So fertile wvas his miid, that books and pamphilets on his
favourite suI)jects of studv-nature, education, the Bible-
fairly rolled from hîs peui, griving glimpses of the powers
behlind the pen. To mainy of us xvas granted the inestim-
able privilegre of attending McGill when the active, obser-
vant, keen mujid of Sir William Dawsonî ,vas its ruliing
power, and whien the university was yet small enougli to
admit of its students coiniingr iii contact with the mind of
the Principal. With whlat pleasure we rec-ail the hours
spent i the zoologry and geology classes. Iu Sir William's
classes iii the University we had preeminently the advaii-
tages of the contact of mind with grreater mmnd. Sir XVil-
liamn talked, hie did imot lecture. Hie showed us a master
mnd at work iii its own w'orkshop arl7moiig the wolidcrs of
nature. How the horizon of our kiiow'ledgre soemed to
retreat rapidly as lie openled to us the secrets of mother
earth. Time and agrain we lad to, pull ourselves tog-ether
and determine mentally that we iwould take notes as tho
examinations were approaching. But the hand gradually
moved more and more slowly over the paper, thel. ceasedl
to move, and finally weo camne to oxuseix-es, Nith, a staxt to
find that we were agrain iii the attitude of mcen listenlers.
But Sir William was a model teacher. H-e gacve us a hand-
book, ail outhune, the bare skeletou of the subject to lise oui;
of' class, while i ]lis talks with us lie iilled out this seie
-with i marvell1ous word pictures. Hl-ludredis nponi hundreds
of uiew ternis we foulid it smnall effort te learu that wc
miglit keep in touch with the subjet as thyad nccd.
Hie spared uno pains to lielp those whio ]ieeded assistance,
often remainingr long after tic hours of~ lecture discussing

194


