
22 UNIVERSITY 0F OTTAWA REVIFJW

of the Scotchl and the Irish. It is a vile caluminy thiat it requires
a surgical operation to get i.jokze into a Scotchiman's skull. Some
of the brighitest Wits hiave been frishimen. Most of the jests
anent the Scotch hiave to do w-ith their penuriousness, while those
about the Irish are in the forrn of bulis. A well-mieaniiing, Irish-
mnan said to a distinguishied man. on -whomi lie hioped to mnake a
good impression: "'Sir, if you ever corne witlîin îa mile of my
lhomse, I hiope you wîll stop tliere." Agian Irishiman reinark-
cd to anothier, refcrring to a third, "You are thin, and 1 amn tini
but hie's as thini ýas the two of us put togethier."

Post-Victori'an Poetry.

''Addition a'nd subtraction, multiplication and division,
sucli is flhc task of the critic." Even if flic calcuhition is cor-
rectly made, -,nd evcn if the bialiances of one age îarre ncatfly and
satisfactorily closed, wvho eau insure us, in thc follo-wing agre,
against the vcering of opinion, whichi shiifts likze an ever-clia-ng-
ing sal on flhe sca of criticismi? Whiat is the blcssing of one
marn is the bainc of anothier. Tlius the critics of poetry are
guidcd by no absolutely infaflible standard; whciereof resuits the
difficulty of censuring KCipling for his wvant of idealismn, or Keats
for luis dcarth of realisiin.

The crities of l)oetry înust remnember thie conditions attachi-
ngthieiiselvcvs to the poct's hecritage. The muan of science lias

Snotab)le advantagec over thic poet. 1-is inheritance, thoughi of
remcit date, is an edifice on w'ich the inany have labotired per-
sistently and -wiUlingly. The poet, on the othier liand, really
lias flot the alternative of faUling baelk upon the vast wvorld's
store of mneter. Hie inust lierforce be an individual builder, -
ain originality itself. Unlikze his brothier of flic scienlcs -\\,]o
iiierely adds anothier Stone to tic pile of Iznow'lcd"e, thic Poet,
in an altogretiier different, spiiere, nîust grow Min iip a freshi
and tender tivig at the roots of the trc of kznoivledge, deriving
sustenanice thereof, it is truc, but developing only as a separate
shloot fromn the bosom itself of thie Earth wlicnce lie receives his
pocticail nature.

But whle poetry labours under a disadvantage, its lîistory
is far fromn heinig at an cnd. Tuie past lives on in the mninds of
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