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CONCERNING OLD SHOE POLI-
TICIANS.

—

BY KNOXONIAN.

The statesmen and politiclavs of Canada
are divided into four parties—Couservatives
Liberals, McCarthyites and Patrons. The
Conservatives of Quebec are, we belleve,
sub-divided by aun ecclesiastical line, on one
side of which are the Ultramontanes and on
the other men who, though conservative in
politics, are liberal In thelr views on church
questions. The Ultramontanes, if we
understand the matter right, are very high
church in their views. They believe in the
absolute supremacy of the Pope in church
and state, and in a number of other doctrines
that D'Alton McCarthy has no great respect
for. They used to bea powerful body in
the Province of Quebec and when they sat
on a Conservative candldate who held
liberal views on church matters, he had
bard work to save his deposit. It is sald
that they defeated Sir George Cartier in
Montreal in 1872, and that they can, with
the ald of the Hierarchy, defeat any maan
that they want to defeat. We shall soon
see. Slr Charles Tupper's Quebec col-
leagues in the new government are Catholics
of the Ultramontane type, aod if they. put
the out-going ministers and the Laurler
party behind the light house, we may con-
clude that they aré just as powerful In
Quebec as they ever were.

There is another class of politicans that
we do not hear so much about. Wa refer to
the old shoe varlety. These are men that
speat their time, money and strengtb In
working for the party, and when they bad
spent all were cast out in much the same
way as we throw an old shoe into the back
vard inthese house-cleaning times. They
stand in about the same relation to the
party as the old overshoes of last winter
stand to a man's Sunday suit . on a very
muddy day you might gointothe yard, hunt
up the old shoes and wear them a short time
to save something better. Io the heat of an
election contest an old shoe politician might
be noticed alittle to get his vote, buton a
fine dayin politics, when the spoils are
being divided, the partyis pretty sure to
leave him in the yard.

The old shoe politician is described by
several names more or less suggestive. The
most modernand perhaps least oftensive
name is * back number.” Sometimes the
unfortunate man s described as ** played
ont.” Occaslonally be is pleasantly alluded
to as an ** old fogey.” People who don’t
want to use slangy terms, put on an expres-
sion of sadness strongly spiced with
hypocrisy and say, ‘*his usefulness is gone.”
The facts simply are that the man destroy-
ed his business, wasted his time, spent his
money and perhaps ipjured his reputation
workiog for the party, and now the party
throw him over board with less regret than
you threw your last winter's over shoes into
the backyard. .

There isno kind of a combination on
this earth so ungrateful as a political party.
Most of the members, individually consider-
cd, are well enougb, but the party as a party
will sacrifice anybody that party exigencies
seem to point out for slaughter. Exceptional
cases might of course bz named, but the
exceptions do nothing more thao accentuate
the rule. Past services, past loyalty, past
soffering, as a e, all go {for nothing if a new
man seems to be able to bring more grist to
the party mill than an old one. Overall
this country may be fouod men who wreck-
ed their busioess workiog for tbe party, and
who are now almost if not altogether in
want. They are of no more use to the party.
and they must work their way towards the
cemetery as best they cam

Perhaps such things are unavoidable
under {ree institutions. Politicians, like all
other men, use the agencies that ssem to
them most likely to accomplish their present
purposes. The use of these agencies may
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necessarily involve what seems to be’and
often is the blackest kind of ingratitude.
All thesame, itis sad to see a good business
wrecked and a decent family o wanot, just
because the head of the household gave too
much of his time, moaney aad labor to
politics, About one man in a kundred
may better his positlon by taking an active
and absorbing interest In politics, The
ninety-nine suffer sooner or later.

A nice question would be whether the
Qonservatives or Liberals displag the most
gratitude to their wrecked friends. On
the whole we should be inclined to give the
black ribbon to the Grits, though we have
known Tory politicians and Tory journals to
recelve treatment from the machine that
might fairly be described as brutal. If the
Patrons hve long enough as a party, they
will in all probatility out-rank both the old
parties in the matter of ingratitude.

The moral seems to be that no man
should neglect his business acd imperit the
bread and butter of his family for the sake
of party politics, In a self-governed country
every citizen should take an interestin the
affairs of the country, at least to the extent of
polling bhis vote. A {ew must manage
election affairs and instruct their fellow
citizens from the plattorm, but all that can
be done without wrecking the business of
anybody. Tbe man who ** gives up every-
thing antil the election is over," may by
some be considered a good pany man. By
a few he may be considered a patriot. As
a matter of fact, if he is not very careful he
wlill soon be regarded by all as an old shoe
politician.

LONELINESS.

By l. C. C.

I snppose we have all been lonely at some
time or other ; we have all felt forsaken,
deserted and ¢ left out,” and all longed for
human sympathy and love, [t is oaly
patural and human. Oar Savtour, we kaow,
often felt this loneliness daring the years of
Hisministty. We have evidence of 1t 1n
the touching words ** The foxes have holes,
and the birds of the air bave nests, but the
Son of Man bath not where to lay his
head.” Nobome! How lonely! Yetitis
nct zlways they who bave no real home who
arelonely. Some of us who live in board-
ing-houses, think as we pass large brightly-
lighted houses, and catch glimpses of bappy
families inside, “ Oh if we too were only
suchas they I little realizing that some
member of that family s perbaps more for-
saken than we are in a house full of strang-
ers. 1have in my personal experience
kpown more than one person who ownel
that they lived a lonely life in the midst of
a large family, because of the utter lack of
sympathy between them and their brothers
and sisters. Their pursuits are different,
their likes and dislikes, they lead separate
lives and consequently seek the love and
sympathy that they need outside the home
circle, If so be they find anyone to respond.

We all know the dreary feeling of walk-
ing along the crowded streets of a strange
city, meeting face after face utterly unknown
to us. Ihave myself feit far lonelier ata
crowded gathering than sauntering alone
through a deserted forest where the only
volces are those of the birds ,theonly passers.
by are the friendly chipmonks,while the wind
in the pines plays symphonies far lovelier
and grander than any performed by a
world-renowned  stringed orchestra. 1
would raiher sit on some rocky beadland
and watch the waves dask up and up, where
kind and gentle nature takes you by the
band and leads you nearer to natare’s God,
than make one at a fashionable recep-
tion where I am * out of touch ” with the
people apd their ways. Solitude is not
always loneliness, Yet it 1s against one's
natural disposition to wish to be always
alone. Some feasitive nervons people grow
morbld and so called * blue,” whea left too
much to themselves. They become self.
centred, they magaify their feelings, broed
over their ailments and imagine things, til}
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everythiog about them becomes distorted
and they live in an unhealthy atmosphere
created by themselves. When you feel
yourse!f sinklog lato this undesirable state,
be up and dolpg, myfriend, and throw off
the unnatural cloud which is settling upon
you, After all, are not some forms of lone.
\iness only selfishness ? A great deal is saids
sung and written about the lonellness of
“old malds.” . Are not the ‘old maids”
often to blame for this themselves? Need
one be lonely simply because God o His
great wisdom sees that it is best for some
women to lead single lives? Surely not.
Each one of us has her own little circle to
keep pure, to beautify and brigbten. Each
of us cao say a helpful word, do some little
act, pray dally for those we love or in some
way ralse the moral tone of our atmosphere.
Can we not have
¢ A heart at leisure from itsell,
To soothe and sympathize? *

 Ah 1" you say, “ my case is not like that
of others, my trials are peculiar, you must
not judge for me, I am differeat, I caonot
help my loneliness.”

Can you not? Weare not so ualike each
other after all. OQur cases are not so
peculiar as we think, as we would fin}, if we
only took the trouble to look into the hearts
of others apd listen 1o their experiences.
Let us make the spot in this big world that
we call bome, so full of peace, rest and love,
that our friends, both men and women, will
come to us wheo they are sad and weary,
and perhaps God will give us the privilege
of helping them along the rough road which
leads to their own * Long Home." Women
do nat need to be wives and mothers to make
homes. Let us go to someone less favored
than ourselves and see if we canuot sink selt
in trylog to make an other's lot In life less
dreary.

** Seldom cao the heart be lonely.
If it seek a lonelier still,
Self-forgetting, seeking only,
Eumptier cups of love to fill.”

We all stand alone 10 the world to a cer-
tain extent. It is impossible for even our
dearest earthly friends 1o understand the
very innermost feelings of our hearts, and
how helpless we fee! when they fail to grasp
what we are trying to explain. Certain sor-
rows, certain pains, certain disappointments
and certain perplexities must be met, fought
down, and borne without earthly aid, We
can sympathize with a bereaved one and
the sympatby is indeed sweet, but the great
All-Father alone can enter into that heart
and say, ** My child, I know it all.”” Need
we be lonely for one moment if we stop to
realize the constant companionship of the
Divine Friend who never leaves us night or
day?

E'en as a fnend with {riend,

Cbeecred to the journey’s end,
Walking with Thee.

MOSLEMS AND CHRISTIANS.

BY HISTORICUS.

The Interior, a periodical of Chicago,
I1l,, bas said during the first half of this
month, when speaking of thetrue religion :
¢ Mohammedanism, bpthin theory and prac-
tice, is earthly, sensual and devilish. 1t flis
all the specifications of devil-worship. The
Moslems are Monotheists—they worship one
god, but that god is not God, itis the devil.’

Of course these remarks are meant chiefly
for the Turks, whom I would be the last to
defend in their preseat or past evil actions.
Yet all Moslems are not Turks, nor are all
Turks ‘‘devilish;” and certainly some
Moslems have been superior not only to the
Turks, but even to many nominal Christians.
As the Inferior, which is a religious and
evangelical paper, has laid particular stress
op the practical side of religion, I will not
now compare the Koran with the Old and
New Testament mores than to say that the
titles of the Moslem’s god in the tormer in-
clade such names as the following :—
' Merciful, Compassionate, Forgiver, Ac-
cepter of Repentance,Pardoner,and Patient,”
which certainly area very fair reflection at
least of the Mossic doctrine.
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Let us then compare the conduct o
Mohammedaos with Chrlstians lo the mi
dle ages. o Chambers’ Encyclopad
under the word * Crusades,” we rey.
*When Palestine was conquered by i
Arabs [Saracens] In the seventh centoy,
that fierce but generous people respecy
the religious splrit of the pilgrims, aad ¢
lowed them to bulid a church and nospitaty
Jerusalem.” So much cannot be said of il
sominally Ohristian invaders of Syria 3
Palestine at the end of the eleventh ceny,
for Chambers adds: ‘* As on the occasiy
of all the triumphs of these first Crusadey
a horrible missacre ensusd,” oo their ¢y
turz of Jerusalem; and in the kingdn
founded by these Westerners the tolerauy
of Islam was a crime,

Again we read in Cnatrlotte Yonge's * Hy:
tory of Christians aud Moors in Spain,” ¢
711 and the following years: ** These iy
Saracen conquerars were the most merc:
invaders that-the world had yet sees, wi
great as was the terror of their name, 1ty
were found to be kindly and genery
masters. The Christians were left o'
molested in thelr houses, convems ui
churches, on the payment of & tnbau/
they were only forbidden to ring church belly:
have religious processions or raise o
churches without special permission. Thy
were allowed thelr own laws and judgu
These conditions had been made at Jeruy.
lem, Alexandria and everywhere else, 1l
were readily accepted. There was no pe
secation of the inhabitants as Ohristians, ad
they retained their clergy and the old liturgy,
called Mozarabte.”

Contrast the above with the condocts
the Euglish Government and Church i
Ireland as described in Reid’s Presbyterin
Church, vol. 2, p. 511, as follows: “M
Presbyterian could henceforth [afier Mard,
1704] hold any office In any departmentd
the army or vavy,.npor in the custom
excise or post office, nor in or about aeyd
the courts of law, nor in the magistracy d
the kingdom, without cooforming to th
Establisbed Church. They were il
excluded by this Dbill (the Test Act) from i
municipal offices in the corporate towss
Ireland.” This Act, which was sanctiozd
by the English (aot yet British) Paxliamm'
was not repealed till March, 1780, about fir
years af er the revolt of the North Americt
Colonies. Moreover S'r E. Sauothwd
writes from London of the arguments owl
In the Commons when in Qommittee ooth
bill, saying it bad beeu urged ‘‘thatitws
aop ill requital to the (evaogelical) dissenten
who bad so signalized themselves in thedr
fence of Derry and the Northern partsis
the late revolution in that kingdom." Ith
also well know that before 1719 these Py
bytlerians had vo legal toleration for thet
public worship, that the marriages perforn
ed by their clergy were not all legalized il
1844, aud that, except in a few cases, i
1869 the use of bells was prohibited at the
places of worship.

1t space permitted I might contrast tht
Moaorish with tbe Castilian yule in Spainatd
Portugal, the Arab conquest of Egypt wil
the Spanish congaest of Peru, in each
to the advantage of the former :;botIwl
content myself with c:ting only one eximp
in which Mohammedan rule contrasis®
unfavorably with a Christian, It is the cax
of Solyman, the magaificent, Sultan of i
Ottoman Tuarks, 1520-1566, contrasted wil
Louis X1V., the “most Christian ” kisg o
Fraoce and Navarre, 16431715, Johosa
¢ Universal Cyclopxdia” says of Salynu:
“He had a real love of justice, never brokt
his word, was honest in all his dealiogs, st}
worked with zeal, and not without sucees
for the intzoduction of justice and honesiy ¥
the Turkish administration. He was it
dustrious and energetic, and the goal of b
gigantic exertions was by no means ¥
gratification of his personal ambilion’
The same writer says of Louis in reged
to his ‘wars: “They are blamable on¥
count of the arrogance and entire disregs:
of international rights with which they
commenced, and the almost unexampd
barbarity with which they ware conducied




