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A BOOK 0F PRAISE.

A REALLY good book of praise as a means
wbcreby this part of .:?orship may be best

uonserved-and promïoted,, is something of the utmost
importance. We are glad te observe the ameunit of
attention which Presbyteries] are giving ta this
mnattôr. Ir is to be regretted that it should have
been thouglit necessary se, soon ater its introduc-
tiun to remnocil the hymnat nowv in use in thue
churcli. To compile one anew or amenci the
old ane is a matter of ver considerable difficulty,
for the reason that, in the .matter -of hynins, -tastes se
widely differ that probably no two person- uld bc
equally wei satisfied with the sanie coaiç - tien, or
make ýthe sanie collection were they intrusted iith
the work. Those intrusted with this wvork are
therefore iveil entitieci to the sympathy andi heipful
co-operatien of the whole church. The very abund-
ance of. material nowv forms a difficulty. While,
howevelr, there is a great abundance of hynins, gooci,
bad andi indifferent, thé number really suiteci for the
public or private worship cf Godd in son g, and
te the genius and spirit of this or that body of
Christians, is not so large as at first sight it may sceni.
This Is evidenced by the fact that, out of any già en
hyninal, however, large the collection rnay be,
the number actually used in worship till net bc
found to bc vcry large. There is a strlJe essence or
bpirii of devotion in some hynins which alone fits
them, te bc the truc vehicle of* worship in sang, and
in the most of cases this can only bc discovered andi
testcd* by actual trial. Owing te this it will be neces-
bary from trne te tme te recast a bock cf praisc,
boîth.i elirinate what experience has proved tu be
unsuitable, and te add frorn the stock or hymns in
the po.ssession cf the church new cnes which
have pro .ved themrselves suitable for chturcli use.
Such hynins of the pdst as have stood lhe test uf
lungpse,or such newer ones as may prove thern.
selves worthy, are a most preclous treasure in the
church. Like aIl really gooci' things cf the kind,
poetry, paintings, music, the oider they are, the
better, richer, more prized do they becQme. Long
andi varied associations with tumes and seasons of
wcnship, public or puivate, or personal expeniences cf
joy or sorrow, enrich and endear them ,until they
become sacred te the heant, anud an indissoluble
part ofour spiritual life and history. Se that this
%vork of providing the best hymnal fer the church is
worthyof its best care, andi tu employ thc best
mincis andi hearts of the church.

. he mnethod follo Wed by cur churcli, havng first
a committce for selection, willing and glaci te receive
suggestions from ail quarters, then submitting the
hymns se s leicteci fcr the consideration of aIl the
Presbyteries of the church shoulci res -ult, if due tîrne
and attentiun are given to the matter, in the compila-
tion of a book of praise which s'hould meet the wants
cf ourchurch, give suitable expression te and pro-
mate truc. devotional feeling,, and se minister to a
living p iety as well as sounci v;,..s. Seeing that
this matter is se important in every aspect cf t, and
also that it is cxceedinglyundesirable that a bock of
praise shoulci neeci frequent revision, it is well worth
w hile tc take time te jhc work. This is eniphatical-
ly a case in which it wil labc well to hasten slcwly.
flhc twe questions at preserit before the church in
this regard affect tic bymnal andi the psaltcr.
With regard te the first, the question is, what hymns
te delete trein cur present hymnnal, andi what
new eues te insert; anci the second concerris thc bcst
,niethaocf preserving in our congregations the use cftthe psaltcr as a bock cf praisr. To the considera-
tn cf these 'vc may turn our attention at an early

day.

RELIGIÔUS TOLERA TJON,

A S ývas tobe expectecd-) the abjuration- cf the
Rom an Catholic faith by Mr. Papineau and

bis beceming by openi profession a Protestant, has.
îrevckcd considerable. com-riment fromthepress in al
parts ôf tbeDIom1niôn, but cspéciall1y on. the -part
of the.Romanist press ina the Province cf Quebcc. -It
mighthave been interesting andý profitable had 'such
an incident as that reférred b6, led. te a càlmn re-
conideration or. r-statement fofthe poinits- of differ-
ence be wce Rman. Catholkcs and Protestants.
This >cculd' 'scarcely bc expèécteèdyex ept in thé very
briefest manner, un *,thé daily or weekly press. --But
the ifacidclan. influent'iial ruan chang- ingbs-eilu
opinions ýanci allegiaice, orie might, at'this pcriod cf
the ninetctnh céntury,,àiid-inthis ceountrY,, expect
te takeplace .w.iihoùt subei g hite . abuse or
unclaritabl attack. Itwould have been gratàif ying
had this bee*n.*ào, and avr" itwotysi gn-, cf- a'a
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treatment cf cadi other in matters'cf opinion. La
Minerve lias distinguished itself by the abuse it has
licapeci upon Mn. Papinaua and by its imý'putationç
of un%ýorthy motives for bis change cf faith. The
names it calîs and the spirit it shows prove to
clcarly, it is to bc fcared, tliat hiac it the pewver it
would net stop witb barely calling names. W-- do
net-propose te discuss the conduct cf La .Minerve,
but, rather te point a moral for ourselves as well as
those who differ fromn us on religious grounds, namely
that it cannot commend our religicus vîews te any te
give rcaon for thinking that this is the spirit which
ourfaith naturally begets. La Minerve, for the sakc cf
the church iwhicb it holds cicar, shoulci net exhibit
thc spirit andi temper which it dees. If such conduct
as tlîat cf Mr. Papineau is te be discusseci at ail, it
is an evidence ef weakness te cali names insteaci cf
producing arguments. If La Minerve hais a good
cause let us hear its argumerts. It shoulci knowv
that abuse is net argument. Neither is the imputa-
tion cf motives whicb, lhoevcr much iL nia> believe
te be the aruving cause for this chanige, it cannot
certif>' te be the real motives. The dernanci which
Mr. Papineau considers te be unjust andi uncalleci
for, for money te builci a new R. C. cburch, nia>
have been the occasion cf bis taking at this time
the grave step whia..h he bas taken , but he declares
the cause cf it is that, for main> years lie las been
studying the scriptures for himself and lias in the
.oursecof tirhc undergonc a real change in his reli-

gions convittiuns. Surely this is qL:te possible, just
as Protestants acknowledge that it is quite possible
that one cf their number may, on the grounc cf sn-
cere conviction, adopt the Roman Çatbolic faitb.

She history cf aIl ages and 'lands teaches nothing
more cîcarl>' than the slowncss cf men te lcarn the
lesson cf toleration anci charity toward those who
undergo a change, espccially in their religieus be-
lief3,. Though now aino ng civilizeci and enligliteneci
people phybical pains and penalties are net infiicted,

-the Jessens, cf toleraÎion «and charity have L een
but very imperfectly learned andi are ver>' imper-
fcctly practiseci. las net Sir John Thompson, for
example, haci some ver>' bard things saici cf him,
and i vry unworthy motives imputeci te hinu b>
Prottetants, for bis change of faith ? Se that we
are net altogether in a position te throwv stones or
peint the finger at others. If thc conduct referreci
te is baid ina Roman Catholics, iL is stili ivorse in
Protestants, for the full igbt cf private jucigment,
and net only the liberty but thre supreme duty te
act upon i, is one cf the very corner stones cf
Prctcstaintismn. If the infliction cf physical pains andi
penalities because qf religious opinions il- nov; a state
cf things that has beera lcft beh ind, are theze rot yet,
as evidence te show how slow men are te learai the
lessons cf tolenance and chanit>, social, civil and
political dstrnst andi alienationis as betwveen Protes-
tants and Catholics andi amungst the.iembersof these
bodies themselves because cf différences in matters cf
faitli ? If an intolerant spirit, Unicharitable judg-
ments andi unkinci condiuct arc unlovely, unbecom-
ing and repreh,.. sible on thc part cf Roman
Catholics toward Protestants, let us bear ina minci
that they are, te sa>' the least, equally se wben the
case is rex erseci, and more sol because it is one cf
the bcasts cf Protestants that the liberty which
thcy cdaim te think andi act for theniscîves in ail
matters, the>' arc willing te allow in the fullest ex-
enit te others.

MVONE Y NEEDED B Y RE V. DR. REID.

RE V. DR. REID sencis us Uic appeau vhich
follo ws andi which we glaidl>' la>' before our

rea ders: "As mcst of the congregations have fieldi, or
are about toholà their annual meetings, theTreasurer
earnestly re quests that thre moneys -for thre several
missions be-rernitteci as soon as possible. There is
ne. reason why..theè,moncys shoulci fot be premptly
paid,.so tirait dcbts may be *iped out anci intcrcst
reduceci. «IWm. REID."

(It has always appeareci te us a partièularly unbusi-
ness-likeprocceding w.hich nyý, by'far tire major-
iL>', .we suspect, of our-congregations puýrsue, cf kccp-
ing, mneys lying idle in their hancis, or inloa
banksb, drawing littl .e o.r ne interepst for awil year,
that- they. ma>' have tUic satisfaction a.at .thèe enci cf it
cf having a large, surniteô allocate, while the
treasury cof dur church is kept low, anci aroney' lias

daily obligations. -If, tbcre, is little excusefobr thiý t
other. seasonsý cf the year, -th ere is âtilH lss neov, se
that àllshàÙldieàdily. respond te thc appeal of Di.
Reid:, and b>ï'Ùadjng their contributions -t onàce

enale iù temet pessngcals pon thefu9dsof
thcchurclt)- iuh
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Knox Coilege Students' Missionary Society %vill1
hold their twentieth public meeting in the Con-
vocation Hall, on rriday evcning, the 26th inst., at
8 p.m. Rev. Prof. MacLaren, D.D., %%ill occupy the
chair. An address will bc del!ýcred by the Rcv. 1.
J-. lienderson, lIensili, un the Horne Mission
Crisis.

The Ru-.. D. loriance, Convener of the Gencral
As-semblys Curimitîce on Statistii.s, wIi us tu
anaiounce that slips fur congiegations and sheets
for Presbyteraes wcre duly beflt out, ddtesscd to
Presbytery Clerkb. -,hould any of the pàr-.elbcon-
taining these have mîsLariied, or bhuulId a sufficient
number not have been ,cnt, applitation shuuld bc
at once made to him.

emooks anb (Daga3flC$s.
ON THE ROAD HOME. Poems by Margaret E. Sangs.

ter. New York: Harper q% Brothers.
There is an impresaion abroad tlaat the age of poetry bas

passedl away. Many minds are disilitisioned. For all tliat,
paetry as ammorial. ;So long as the beauty anid sublimity uf
nature %.nntinue, and su long as su.. cssive generations gaze
thoughtfully on the grandeur and inystery of the universe,
they wiJl flnd expression in the impassioried janguage of the
poetic scer. White lie wth ts varaed experiences, uts trials
and triumphs, and ts deathless aspirations continues, the truc
poet wll nether lack theaie nor anspitataca. The exquisite
little volume whose title heads this notice, is an ndisputable
evidence that the clear limped founitain of genuine poesy fiows
on an refreàhing and invagorating streamn. Many readers in
Aineraca and Europe are famliar with the tender and beauta-
fui lyrac3 cf Margaret E. Sangster. Tnas lttie volume con
tains au admirable selection of them They are grauped in
the following order " lFor Six Davs ()Ut of Seven "; IlLook-
ing Upward "; "Tbanksgiving " ; IlChristmas Sangs,"
and IlEster." The paems vary an form and expression wth
the subject treatcd, but the same beautaful simpaau-ty, tender-
ness cf feelang and exalted thought are traceabl'e in alem ail.
The opening verse of the first poem, IlThe Sin of Omisseon,"
is typical cf thc volume and its accnmplisedauthor

It isn't the thirig you do, dear,
It's the thing yen leave undone,

That gives you a bit of a beartache
At the setting cf the suin.

The tender word forgottpn;
The letter you did not write,

The fiower 'jeu did net send, dear,
Are your baunting ghosts at niglat.

Thae volume is full cf fine things. It would net be easy te
fnd a fitter companion for a quiet and meditative hour than
IOn the Rond Home " afforGs. la as supcrfluous te add that

the get-up cf tbe book is worthy of the subject, author and
publisher.

HEATHER AND SNOW. By George MacDonald. New
York : Harper & Brothers.

The distinctive epithet the Germans applied te Jean Paul
Richter, may in a sense bc applaed te George MacDonald.
Tntycalledbaainjean Paul the Only One. MacDonald long age
dscovcred a mine cf precious literary ore whch lac bas dili-
genalv wrougbt ever since, Within and Withont ; AlecForbes
and Robert Falconer saw the light. He is the cepyist cf no
precedang writer, and for wbacbh e and bar. readers have te
ce thankful he bas no tmtators. The latest addition te bis
contrabutions te the literature of the time is Heather and
Saow, which in some respects is a reversion te the earlier-types
wbich gave him an honored place in the literature ef the
Vctorian age. Tbe scène cf al as laid aanîd tic bleak grandeur
cf bas natave country, and the people that lave and move in- its
pages are those which the regien can se readaly supply. A
grand simplicity marks the place and execution cf tbe work
It is marred by ne straining or artitîciality. The narrative, but
for the stirring events, flews peacefully and majestically lîke a
river. The Snowstorm on the IHtrn evadenc.es a deep sym-
patby with nature in ber wildest moods, and the possession cf
a rare descriptive pewer. The moral grandeur and wealth cf
affection pessessedby thie ch;ef characters of the story, are sucb
as he excels in pcrtraying. Part cf the charm cf the work is
due talais masteryever the streng and expressive Norland Doic,
an which se mucla et the conversation finds expression. Steenie
is a creatien te which enly George MacDonald can giveexis-
tence. Thougla unli ke mucla that in thèse days fanda papular
recognition, HeIather and Snow, theugla only recently publish-
cdin Britaîn, bas already reacbed a second edition. On thia
continent George MacDoniald bas many appreciative admir-
era, and bis new work.will afferd them prefit and pleasure.

ESSAYS ON THE QUESTIONS 0F THE DAYý--SO-
CIAL AND POLITICAL. By Geldwin Smith, D.C.L.
New York and Le. 'in: Macnmillan &.-Ce. Te-
rento.: The Cepp, Clarl. Ce., Ltd. $2.6?, $2.25.

In this volume we have Pro£ Smith's mature and deliber-
ate vaewa on a number cf tie great social and political ques-
tions wbich bave been for a nuanber cf vears enkaging>,the
attentiàn àf the ablest thinkers and writers on both sides et
thé Aitantîc. Some ef;them .'have appcared alneady, in"sub-
sitance at least, an Cana#da, United States or British periodic.
als,but al bave now received, apparenitly, bis final revision'
and last touches. The i mportance cf the subject.mattcx-s
tr èated cf-Social and, Industr.ial Revelution,, Disesaablish?
ment, thc Empire, -Woman -Suffrage,,the Jevish Question,

theInia Questan, Prehibition, etc., ec tecosrogt
fût and crtialattention Uic authôî is knewn te hâve devotcd
tà them foryears, andbis eicepiioialpêWeroflucid, brilliant
and*fascnating presentatior cf:facts-and api --ons, sbouldmaake
thas volumie unuafly acceptatble te. evern$ene interested in-
the great. prob leins of icivilizaticai and 'huannity that arc now
ilmandinÈ;rarcbiàlroation.


