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2WEJ QUESTION 0F T'HE POOR.

T 1IS question as te the bcst mcthod of
soiving tce problcni of the poor %îvas

raiscd by Rev. M1r, lacdonncil i his vcry
practicai and instructive sermon dciivcrcd in
in St. Anidrcwv's Cliturcli oit Thanksgiving Day.
It is a subject ini which ive arc ail dceply in-
tcrestcd. It touches us on cvery side, andi
WC cannu't sîtake it off. Evcr riglit thinking
pcrsefl is coflscious or a sentiment approacli-
ing the point of intense agony, as lic or shte
rcmembers fthc aniount of humait sufficring
that nez-cssarily exists. This is Uhc humane
point of vicw. But WC quickiy pass <'roi titis
te think of the niatter from motives of seif-
intcrcst. The social faib7ic is cndangcred by
a too great preponderance of thc poor. The
holders cf propcrty can ne longer <'ccl secure
intheir possessions. There is danger at evcry
mroment -of the uncmploycd joining the ranks
of modem Sociaiists, and wvaging a bitter
warfarc against good govcrnment and cvcry
public and private intcrest. The industrious
classes must consider the subject, whethcr
they will or fot.

It is vcry evident that much of the distress
îvhich prevails arises front idiencss, want of
thrift, inabilit>' for skillcd labor, and frein in-
temperance and other vicious habits. Evert
during the harvcst, wlicn labor cati command
its own price, there ýs a vast number cf per-
sons who îvould rather bic on the streets than
go te the hinst toit of the field. There are
othcrs, again, pcrhaps willing cnoughi te îvork,
but whlo, whcncvcr tlîey become possesscd of
a dollar, spcnd it upon sorte nccdless luxui,
rather titan, upon the nccssarics of food and
clothing. Hoîv mnapy, tao, wvhose labor on
the field, in the wvarchousc or thc houschold
is complctcly worthlcss. Thcy have neo per-
severance. Thicy are wanting in ski]]. Thcy
scemn te bie entirely destitute of brains cvcn te
conceivc wvhat ouglit te bc donc, let alone te
do it. The work werc better lcft undone,
than bie attempted by sucli untrained hands.
Then it is plainly evident that from intem-
perance arise the cvii results of idlcness, and
thriftlessncss, and tee frcquenti>' wc witness
skiliced labor becoming, tiirougi drink, worse

thonc utaieus. And thion wliâatevr money is
eruîed is mquaîîdered upon drink. Tiiert ls
toc otten littie or noue left for liaplui. wvife or
stflrvirag chldren. Or tue skliod, industrtous
lîusband finds a milittne around lits nock ini
the shape of t tiess drunkm:t wite, Aio
spends thei Iard.earned wvages tipon the
damining cup, and leAves nothing te <'ce4 ai,d
ciotlie the wretched oIT-%pritg.

Wltat is to bce donc wvitl the mâless of pover-
ity ariaing <'rom -3uch c-auses as those> VhintJ s a niost difiicult question. It làai an fu
probier. ta solve. Thcre ib notlîing more
'Adent, tîtan thiat, in, aur itighiy davoloped
civilitation, wiîici involves the freedoftî of thefindividuai usitil it is <'orfeited by te commis-
sion of soma recognizcd crime, the condition
cf the cîas dcscrlbed is sonctltinl worsc
titanti tat ofsiavery. Na>', the state of bon..
figc was for the inst part a panradise coin.
pared willî titis. \Vc could tutti deai witiî
I ai suicli porions t'aud mit theic te work wlie-
Ituer the>' Iiked it or niot; andI if their labor
yieidcd -utiiîg ini tetuiru, society woruid bie
thte gainer by tîteir tfc.ced imprisonmcunt.
B3ut while it is impracticabie te reduce thte
idie and intemperate te, servitude, it is ques-
tionable %vhetlîer it is Wise net te trent many
cf tiiese as crinihiials. It is ne doulit ceîting
te titis, that if WC carutot convie because of
intemiperance, WC shah lic forced te treat as
criminai, the nceglcct, that arises <rom vice, te
provide for citiltiren antd otiter dcpcîtdcuts.
A womnan would bc situt up) in prison for
striking lier liusband fit suffecating lier child
whilc in a state of intoxication; and cati ny
solid reason lic advanced for flot punishisig
lier îvîtcn site dees wvoree than muelit a pitysi-
cal biow-squander on bcastly gratification
tîte hard-carned ioîtcy whichi ougltt te b ecx-
pcndcd'oî food antd ciothing ? Wiy sitould
a husband and father, Wvht îvilfully lets bis
family starvc, escape <rom an equal punisi-
nment te tiîat viiiicli would befali him ivere lie
committiîtg a lircacli of the pence ? Tihc idle,
theuglitless man sitoulci bc deait witlt as a
criminai,espccially where bis conduct involves
the suffcring of otiiers. Tihis line of treat-
ment would cffcctiveiy dcal %vitlî a large ciass
of the so-called suffcring peer; and the char-
itable secicties, or evcn thc State,couid protcct
the hapless children er unfortunate wvifc, Whîo
werc thus threwn hcelpless upon the world.

Mr. Macdonnciî refcrrcd te the question of
tramps. but lcft at there as a probieni îith
ivlîicit lic couid tiet grapple. A city like titis
is constaîîtiy licing invaded by the army of
tramps. It lias liccî said that the United
States iý a nation ef tramps; and if s0 our
reputatien in this respc.-t is ccrtainiy net
far beiîind that of our neighbors. What is te
bc donc wîth tramps ? That is a profound
problcm. The difficut.y> is te discriminate
lictween honcst tramps and dislioncst, bctwccn
idle tranmps (titougli tramping seems far from
being idie> andi those that are iooking for
work. Tie lioncst, or tîtose wvio want te do
something, tvili, ive tiiink, bce specdily disccrn-
cd, andi %e arc rather afraiti that they wvill lie
a liaiîdful in comparisoat. The question titcn
rctoIvcs itsclf, Wiiat are WvC te do witlî idIe
and dishonest tramps ? XVc think there
might bc inaugurated a systemn of rough,
"Jcddart justice" tîtat wvould just incet tîteir
c.ise. Let us provide some kind of shciter,
howevcr rude, anid a certain anieunt of food,

on condition tliat tiîe@ arc to bc carned.
The alternative iu2t bc presontcci ta ait sucli
-other work or at. 've. rlut down begglng
citiier by the att of dte lnaw or by à ôotcertt
cil refustli on the part of th i lUzens to give
relier Wc arc speaking of the sound and
hale tramp, mnd not of the afck and infirm,
tiowaet uiwortlwhle mty bie. Fortlic lattcr,

Ikindly tmairent it the hospital and bringing
to boar upon hlms Chiristian influences, may
work wonders. But for the tramp wvho is able
but flot willhing ta work, let hlm bavc ditc f'Ir
ofTer, and by that W t abide, eilîer ta labor
or tramnp. and %va niake sure tliat a wvholecsôme
cure would spccdily bie providcd (or a mon.
strous and pressing cvii. At ahl cvcnts, titis
lina of trcatnient is wvorthy of the tlic tiits

of the boat minda, te %vliomi Itir Macdo..,cl
c4trnestly appefils for the solution of this
social problrni.

Therc is stil.thei class of the dèserving,.
poor te bc considercd. If %vc could only get
ait somc mnethod of knowing sucli and of bic.
coming acquaitited wvith, the cases, ou,' bet
voicntly-inciined wouls) grcatly rcjoior. Iti
not the want of the wvill te help, it j, the dliii-
culty of finding out thtosc wlio nccd and dc.
serve rclicf, thtat is thec pressing question of
fthc hour. Tihis problem wvas undoubtcdly
solvcd by Dr. Chalmers and lits noble 'band
of wvoriccrs lin the parish of St. Johtn's, ini
Glasgow. l3y a system of visitation,tdîorough.-
]y carricd out, cvcry resident fhimily, and evcry
individuai in a population of ricarly onc huit-
drcd thousatid, woe known by na',resi-
donce, atid thecir circumstanccs. The descrv.
ing M~r were titus reachced. But vit what a
cat 1 Not of irncy, but of genius, of 3acri-
ficing efforts, of time. It was such a cest
tliat Dr. Chalmers had to retire to t!"' scliol-
astic cloistcr of St. Andrew's University, aftcr
liaving ncariy broecn down front bis1lerculcan
task. It ivas at sucli a cost that the experi.
tuent lias hardiy cver becn rcpeated, ectc'pt
iii other mcthods by Dr. Guthrie and N'jînan
2MacLcod. But miglit not this plan bc put
inte exccuiton without its main burden faliing
upon onc or a fcw ? Couid flot ail the con-
gr".gations in a city unite for this desirabie
end~? Could not the city bc divided irîte dis-
trict., to bc visitcd and carcd fo- by Uhe boe.
voient socicties connccted with the churches ?
Of course, much is donc by the Ladies' Relief
Society, and titat in the right dircction,-a
socicty that is wvorthy of public confidence.
Still, it is liable <rom various causes te bc weil
donc in one quarter and Icît undonc in an-
other. Lct there bc conccrtcd action on the
part of ail Churches, botit Protestant and
Roman Catholic ; and substantial resuits
would follow. But cvcn this co-operation,
perhaps,prcscnts a more dificuit problcmn than
ever.

Mcanwhiie, wvinter is upon us. There is
mucli distrcss in cvery city. There is sufrcr.
ing that is eut of siglit and covered up. It
will net do to be nicrcly theorizing. Sonte-
tiîing must be donc. At the vcry icast, the
congrcgations can bc doing their best for their
own poor. ________

IRISHPROTESTA NTBE NE VOLENT
SO0":7R TIR S.IN another article we have deait with the

generai question of Uic poor; ir. this we
wishi simply !o direct attention te the Irish


