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&Moses, the ai ai Cati, ita'.'hîg rccciî eti ilustrur-
ltons ta ascciîd Moutit Neiîo atdîi e, insteail ai enter'
ing the lanti ai Cannan, preclicts ini simpjle yet striking
langitage the futture lîîsttay of thîe tribes, ini titat goati
landttil the Lord litti givei Ilieu. 0f Asiter lie
bays 'aI Thy siîoes litail be iratu andt brass <ma tins iMs

'Te attie ilseif, anti otiter circunstanceq in tie
itistory ai the tribe, tiîrow consiticra ble liglit upoti the1
tîîeaning ai these wortis. W\'ien ilpai, Lcati's itanul-
maid, gave birîli la thte ditît, Leali capresseci lier joy
by sa>'iag, Hliappy fi 1, for tuie dauglitters î"iil rail
me biesseti ;"anti tten it wîas that site gave hittî thec
natne ai Asiier, inîîicating the giadniess ai liem hin.
T'he biessitîg pronounceci urgpnt bit b>' te dyimig
patriarci Jacob, alsa iîttitîatcs the gooti easy fortune
that î'.as ta fallaîw Iim tlîraugl lire. ' Ont ai Asiier,
bis breati shita bc fat, andi lie shail 'icild royal
ciainties." Accardingly Ive finti inii inlieriting a
rinttin soil.-.titeiowlands of Carme- -wbich abouideti

in oliive ail, andi whecat, anti breati, anti iataîcss. ilis
praxismity to T>'ae enableci lii ta bring roal'a huxuries
anti distribute Iiuem ta tuie tribes ; the hMils werc
platntedi.witl the olive truc, anti gave forth iran andi
copper in ab indance ; i'.hihe protectet by itis sîrong
barreti fortresses or îvarrior's shaes, lie enjoyeci ituu-
inunity frontu %var nti dcî'astation,.-anti led il e asy anti
cantenteil life.

Il may bc saici of ecd of Goti's spiritual Isaeal,
Happy art titan ; thîy siîocs shahl be tran anti brass,

anti as îiuy- tays sa shahl îîy, sîrengtb be." H-appy in
dte consciunsncss ai partloneci sin anud purchaseti

peace:happy n ,t,,Possession ai Cod's faveunr hure
anti His presenice htrcaicer; alp aruit the ever
cbanging setes ai hile, anti happy in the hoîtr ai
death. Who i'.ouhti not be an Asîterite ? Y'our breati
is fatncss ; you arc blesseti above angeis, >'our brcth-
ren. Dip >'our foot in oil anti icar tiu chtange, for îiîy
ivahis anti buhvarks; are s;utlvaîiotî, better tiîan the
îu'aror shoes or the strongest bars of the niauintain
fortress, anti yauir rest shahl continue cndless as
eternity ?

Ail Goti's promises are aluke precious. Ttîey are
yea anti amnen in Christ Jesus. 171cy may nat, ho'.'-
cicr, ail bc ecîuaiiy scrvaiceabic. Saine promises are
ataptet ta particular scasons atît speciai cnîergencies,
athers are sîtiteti ta ev.'ry conititon ai exitence.
'rhey canstitute the stapie ai the Christian's bigher
lueé. 'To Ibis ciass belo:tgs the pronuise uncher 'con-
sideration. It is ane ai tchose preciaus, practical
promises wbicb can bc tumned ta accounst on ev.ery
occasion, anti rehicdti upon in cvcry strait. Stmip the
beliiver ai ail bis worhchiy possessions, take front bit
the nearcst ant ite deaa-est frients, >-ct Goti remains
the unfailing Etrengtb anti c-ansolatof ais licé.. The
assurance that as bis chay so luis strengt shail be,
can inake the sadtcst Iiamt sing sangs ils the nighý
rejaice ini the inast poignant sot-roui', andi bras- tp
untier the pressure ai te sevcrest triais.

Such a proinise shoulti bcecquaiiy coinforting ta
Christians of thîe presenit day, as tt is ta Olt T-esta-
mnent saints. ur expeniences are the sigme, the
source ai supply is the saine, (jaotis abahsîy ant i ''ll-
mngncss ta stnengthcn is the saine, andi the reason î'.'y

suh precions P~romitses faîl ta afh'ord us biel> t n ar
tnmes ai neet, is bec.'uusc we fait ta realice tbir per-
sonai application. Lukec the baemogiyphics anti in-
scriptions ai a by-gone age, wuhirb became illegible
thraugli neglect, anti the accutmulation ai nioss tbat
bides thira meaning, s0 înany ai titese Oit Testament
promises are as littie useti by Chistians as if ubey
wvene îuritten in an unknoîvn tangue. If at tignies in
the cursor>' pemusai ai Scripture they stuxîîbie upon
thtmn, il is buit ta cati forth a inoiremtary adiration,
as ai sotie i'cncrabic ruin, that tells us ni tbe long
p ast but is ai no prattca %,ailue iut tbe prescrnu ta>'.
2Mcm iean n pan tangible abjects in aur age, wbîle the

saints ai aid grasreti spinituai venduis, anti resteti con-
fldently up on tniailing grace.

WVhat tien is inîplietin sncbaproniise? Fia-stanti
nègatively, it tacs înot militate against presenit exer-
lion. Vc nst look faniiart anti act pr'-dently. V/e
aire nul ioolisiiiy ta forget aur troubles. Il is rnînrai
and %vise ta bave conccrn for coming ciays. It is anc
af cte strongest evidences ai the saul's immartaliî>',
that ive live bt>'ondtihie prescrnt anti proî'îde againsi
contitîgencies. "V/e cannot reprcss the soarings of
the spirit, ils inysteriaus '.'.anterings anal gaztng at fanr
off probabilities." The soui's îîings cainnot tc canfineti,
nom hem vision imited. But we neet nut look anxiously
it.to the future, nom paint it in so,îîbre colours, itor cri-
deavour by merciy huiut sagacity, ta pro'.icie again§t
unseen anti unkno.'.n raiaiiiities. On the contrary, uté
ought ta a-est ftrtnly sillonî tie praomise chit Codl î'ilt

lieip us to overconte every tcmniptatiott, atnd nccaîîiiit
cvcry lawfîtl nti praiseworuhy desire ai thte leart.

Secotîd>, %'c rire nat taughit lisait in every lime ai
pcrpiexity Goal îîill wcrk, ai speciai mîiracle for aur
diimeratîce. ur wîhole existence ks ote contitîuetl
mîiracle. 'r'ite constancy ai titose laws, tit sitstaitt
lire ini ail ils foriîs, is jnst as3 wonDtlerfui a3 (lie exerrise
If crcativc poNver, or the inîerjcctiotî or supemnaturai1
action. Eî'ery a-t ai Cuti is mnculaus, whieîî lauketi
atl frotî a lnan stantipaitt iith thte eye ofail'it.
\Vlitt suclu ni protmise ittîpies is lilat; itn litgues of extra-
o rinary prcssu.'e? wlitcr il be frot %varidly cires,
or painfiil afliction, (Ir actit hercav'eancnt, wvltcit
c'.crytlîing seris clark atîid unprottîising, %vc are as-
,ilred tiafahîtiglitylîip.l halist ieou nat knowd'.'îst
thon îlot itearti, that the evcrlasîing Cati, tite Lard,
te Creator ai lte endis ai lte carth faintett flot,
ititer isîenr>'? ''There is sinavarchting ail1 lis initier-

statninîg. lleie p.'ti poer tu lie faint alti 10tliettî
tiat have nu iîîgit 1le increascli strcnigthl."

Mainiy anti primnarily lit strengli prattîistd is
spiritual. l'lîysical stretîgti~ anti ittciectta i ir.
ive are tuever ta ia*get, are aisa the gifis aiotio(. eli'hlu
ive are contîmîniec in lhcaiîh froin la>' t day, aaid
caiparitateti for the isties, ai life, is disete bthe tîîerc'y
(if C td. The rctîcwai ai aur flagging citergies, anti
dte restoration ai enfeebieti anti avrbrdnepowers
is lte %vark ai in wlit matie ns. Bly His biessing
titese frail andt tieitcatc arganisms, so hiable tc disease
andi drail, are enabctil te bear tlie strains aisixty antt
sevent -uars.I IlMan gacth forth unto litîs %%ark andi
ta bis burniithe evenitîg , because sustaitted by
an c'.er-%vatcbini P'rovidience. Apart fraîn titis, ieé
wauiti become

IA hgahhing luati
A long a rouigît anal wcary roa.1.

1'Tns sîreiîgtheneci, thîe bni day of tou is Oicls
ietg!eiîedl fanr on into the siîatiws, wtilu te hinr
continues 'ousilg anti litpeful, re.lizitîg tite poet's
worcis.

..Ta haoughir and< felings bliai flt <lic.
Nor Icve die whengrcyiait's arceig.

A tneiaîtcioly slave;
Btut an oit age, serctie andl bright,
Anti lovely as a Laplinti niglit,

Shahl leat thce ta thy grive."
Mare particularl>' we retnaa-k, fia-st, titat titis, promise

ts unfoltiet and fililicti by tiegrees. As lte stin ribss
gratiahy sipon thc %vorlt, se tocs Cati reveai Iiirnself
ta the believer s saul, a-nd execute Il s graciis pur-
poses. Not acccording ta our wants, but as tte>' arc
seeil by Cati, are Ie (Irit %vigil. lie prau'idcs for our
conîstanît tîccssities, as he cuid for lthe israelitcs in dit
wîiitierness, as Fie titi for Hagar, as Hie clid for the
îvitow of Sazepta, îî'iosc barrel ai mecal wcastch flot,
nor crlise ai ail faileci, until the Lord sent main uîjuon
tie earth. Gat's plans aitei surins itarc. WVe waîît
nat simply daily provision, but gra'e in adu'ancc. W'c
voniti ltkc ta have aur entire lueé skcetcli o11t before

us, witi the speciai grace set ai-ca against the speciai
emerec 'y. W~c ivanid like te foresce ail aur trials
.ant antîcite ail aur victories. But. Godt's ar-ange-
ment is di remnt. 'rbe promise gnes na ijirthe- than
cach day. 'lie grace camnes ai the mantent ticeteti,
but îlot before. Provision is rigade for aur ininictimate
spiritual ncccssitîs. More titan thtï we bav'e no rigit
t'J expeci; muore than titis wauit hinder the exercise ni
faili anti dependence upon God's unfailing baunîty.

'rit ittariner wvould bc consîde-et a foul, andi but
iii adapteti ta brave the perils ai the duc p, %%-li befare
leaving the harbour sought ta know ai the starîns
andt dangers te î iîthIe iiîigbt be expîîscd un the
voyage. Hulre, saiys lte commander, is the ciiart anti
v.onticr is the compass. Certain weii-knoîvn reefs anti
rocks are îndicatcd, andi a certain course auîarket ont
for you ta ioilow, but for thte ten thousanti misbaps
anti dangers ai the occan yau mussi trust ta Pro'. idenLe,
using the life'boats, anti lifé-presea-vers i'.ben an
emiergency, arises. Sa iuts îvitl the Chiristian in tic
voy'age ai ice. Thcre art certain comman anti
necîkssry trials in the experience ai ev'cry chilti of
Coti; but aver against the innunîcrabie evils that make

U' lthe s5utu ai human exstence, ligure is pacedth ie
prois " As tiîy days, se shiah tiiy strcngtlb be."

Secondiy Titis promise cavers the wviîotc of exîst*
ecc. Frontî the cradie ta the grave; in pmosperity
anti in adversity-; in health anti in sickness ; in lufe
anti in death ; in ail the inanifolti anti intricate re-
lations ai humnan society. Are you a met-citant
activciy engagcd in the business ai iife, wo'rried by
carcs; anti anxietics, anti ce treatiing the misiortunes
anti reî'erses that end in batnkruiptcy,? To you the
promise is invaluabie: "As thy ta>'s, s0 shahi tby
strength bc." Gai tioes nat promnise you success
apart from hancst intustry, but having pravidzt as fair
as possible against cantingcncies, insteacl ai brooting
over imaginary disasters, Icaî'e stet future iii the liant
af Cati, îho cauu gi.r caunsel andi lighît in cve'ry timne
ai perplexity.anti akness. In temporai asie'li as in
spiritual matters, wc arecequaiiy tependent uplon Gati.
He î'.ho w.ras suffcicnt fmam day ta day, is in raciiîy as
secure as the man îvho boasts ai lus uncounted
tiillions. It is just as cas>' for a mani ta make siiip-
î'.reck ai bis business, b>' aver anxicty anti untue
liastening ta be rich, as by indolence or prodigality.
Or aire yau a yotîîg Citristian. iîesitating anti tiniti on
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tise briuîk of a relig~ions profession ? Vois are con-
vinccdi oi your duty. andi have gauide the initier a

subjeiCt or carncest praycr for guidance, but you fcar
thec CIunsequenctces. 'oit arc atraid tlint you mn>' nat
holti on tu te end,1 andi 1ttaintai I yuur consistcnc)
aitti initcgrity, beiorc the world. i1lunî;n nature ls su
weak, and ise temptations oi yautufui >'cars se en.'
ticing, duit y-ou tremîble lest your professin of faiti

may11 resulit ini daniagi ta the intcrcsts invaivcd. To
i s CI) objectins dt Iroiiilse is suflicient, Il As thy

tinys, si sa tii>' streimî4tit ,)C." D)ut, ks Ours, rcsuits
arc Cod's. M~'at we art able t (Io ni resist de.-
pends 111>01 ilic aearncs.s of our spirirîtai life ta hcavcn,
and, the fret tent exercise of pre%.aiiing îîraycr. Ile
%%lio begins t îe î'o-.k of gracie, cars maike thec wekcst
saint cqutal to eCr)' cmcergcncy. Or, are y-ou a fathcr
or inother iooking îviîlî fond intcrcst te ste future ai
yuur chlîjdren? » Ille question, liow% shahl thuy bc pro-
videti for andi proîccctd, %vien )-otar eyeL lia longer
folluws theni, oppresses )ou. lcrhaps, lifter ail >'our
.a11xiet)'y, li tay sty ra> roui the patins af virtite andi
bring dishonour upjoti your itanlie anîd htonte. Surit
feiîngs, nfl unconînlaon, aire îtnwîse. bc) long as aur
citiltreit walk circtiiînslpecty, wve it e riglt to

a cipatc surit rcsuits. Na', %ve have got rounds
for bcIie% itg titat dte, vili continue ta adarn tlle
religion iof Christ, aînd pass it the Kiîîgdonî.

"Jciuvbj ret -Goi îill pr~ie hnparcnts are
nit)nmure. or, iinaiiy, -ire you anticipating triais, il%
the formn of stiticti bereavenients? 'flie iotiter look

îng ip Itler ciii(.! sutidlers at tite toîgit tiat pos.
sb ) dea0,.1tit îtîay roi> lier oîf ail that sise itoits idear att
cartit Bu si iel arbour sucit iorebodings
Now il seeins as if sucit a triai wvouiti surpass humait
enduranîce, but wlieil Cod secs fit t0 bcrcave you, lie
wvilI prepare )'ou for the sacrifice. To spenti hours of
mtental torture, imtaginutîg lio% vou shultiti ledin such
a crisis, is fooliîsh. 11 dit hînur or sorraw, faitli sus-
tains the sinia seul, atnd points the teLr dimîîtied eye
litavenward, wbVere aur trelsîtires are vvth Chirst
'rite biow mia, be sevcre, but the consolations ot tuie
gýospel are amtple to enable thte hcart to bear subnii%.
sively. In ste solitude of sufl'cring, bi>' ilîaughîs

arse that nioterite grief andi seal up dit Ilowing
fousntain of aur tcars.

Anti sa it wili be, whlen, 0 faint-liearteti Chtristian,
dcath cantes t0 cal you homte. Now% >'ou arc pus.
sesseti wihiî a fearfuti trend of dying. 'te thaught
tir dissolutton blanches thc chîeck andi praies tuie lustre
ai the cye. 'rite starît>' passage af t le jordan, even
with Canîaan beyonti, itas nothiatg in it that is attrar
tîve. V'au cannoct bring yoîîrseif ta tiik ai !eaving
bchind belotîcd frieuîdsanti ail the siîcc caidearnienîs
afife. Sametimes >'ou imaigine tha-t tifearofdeaiti
is evitience ai unpreparedness; for the change, but it ks
not se in tnany cases. W'hen Gati intentis you ta pas
onl te inmartortality lie lviIi give dyi'ig grace. What ks
naw needeti is sîrcngth for active duty. Untiring pur-
severance front day to daty, ina secular -as îî'cll as sacreti
duties, is the best Vrcparation for a dying fleur 1if
nccessary prestanittons wiil conte in adv'ance: af deati
there wli be a long tîviliglit ere tlic darkness settl-s
clown. Gcntiy andi graduaiiy Godi wîiii wean )-ou fraîin
the worid andti nakc the itour ai reicase covetcd andi
jo>'fui. "As thy days, se ',bl Il lit>' 'arcngtlt bc.',

'rhe atihor oi tis jîrartîîsc is Goti. Tiîerc is uooci
sectirtty behinti it. ilPi kilo%% lege of the future is as
perfect as ai thte pasi AU\h that litppens betwcen the
craie anti tie grave, .îre 1 lis appointmenîs. Ve neeti
flot, then, anticipate triais; nmany af them exist oaly il)
it: imagination. Iluinati flle has been camparct m

a rondi, chat prescrnts insuperabie obstat. les ta the
wear> traeller. Standing upan a ili toi>, andi look
ing acrass the v aile>. .uiotier andi steeper cames intu
v'iew. Tired ani f;îînt witî lte rond trav'ersed, Ive sit
cown andi afnîobt rt-stit e to atterrpu nadaing more.
But as we travel on tite difnrîtities vanist, and the iîill
that seemeti an ditc iii-ttnc S sîctep anti highi is but a
gentie ascent as ive .ppronci il , andc sa, Our troubles
when %vu face thite n < ocl s %trengtb, inainfuhi>', Ortenl
become instgnifiL.înt.anti trifling. lt e'%cn suppasîng
chat agonizing trtiub andi trials are certain in tite
future, wve cannot b> anticipatmng thetît reniave gisent
and lustitn pîroportihn ts5 wu brooti aîer tem, (Io %%c
distrUst Gcod's powe'r, andt illpeaciî the veracit>' af his
promlise. Oliver CroîiiVls Secrctary ivas once des-L atcitec on songe Important business ta tile continient.
le stayet a .. nigl at a sca port tours, but tosseti

upon lus bcd unabie te t-est. At last hie nwokce his
servant, %viso slept ti ls room. 'rite inan asked his
master why lie couli flot restil 11 i am so afratid
anytii shouiti ýo %vrang witdî the et %av>,""as the
reply. M:ýaster,' saad the î'.'îct, "did Gaod rule the
worid before wve wec born ?» Il '%tst assurcdly i'e
diti." "Anti wili lie rule it after we are deaC.?el
"Certainly He wvili." 'Then, master, Nvhy nlot let
Him mile tue prescrnt, to? The Secretarys, faiti
wvas stirrcd, anti in a fewv moments ie andti s servant
îî'ere ina soundtiitîber. tAntisu%-Csay-tatdistr.ictecd,
hurdenied saints, icave bathi present andi future rares
ta Hitîî ''iso carcîh for >'ou.

*Chilat ot surrow, borin ailicteti,
Whomn the wuorlai hath long op)presstd,
'Thoughtb'Msr' storin o'rrttk-cn,

Calait Ille tturmuit oi tly breast.
wlay tiais aliguisît ?

lihtir conlie andi swcetly test.",


