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riglit action go together. The. regeneration is made up of.
truth and righteou&hess,

.4 ian carmot. turn until le sces where to turn; but as
soon as-hli' sees what is' i'igt and what i s wr ong, -he muât
tutui frbm thd Oe tô ftueotilît.;-from darknesu andL the
ppkr ofSatfe : 2 Cor. iv. ~ Col. i. 13 ; i John iii.

olght and unio Gdd'-Cod is light.: i John I.-
' The giftit.next ddscribed. Like the work, it à two-fold.

Fqrive;aeýs of ins : L4e i. 77 '; Eph. *i 7 Il, Inheri"tance: i Pet. i. 4. "Êhe 'paifdon and the 1nlèrian'*~oto
il w.Byfith tat-, ifl n e.-Tsese words:extendi 2W

*c w~l caueand irnpylioth the pardon and the ix4.çr-
iùifce are the resis f aitlh.

ç '4«.pd eest 0 onversion. -We see here how -a
mati ' lio RU lot viclous 'and imimoral nia> yet need aid uider-
gd, CMeoisrion. . 'We m-ust make the sanie discoveried whichSt. ral didp of-the inisufficiency of o ur own righteousness,
anti reno*ùncing t, seek the -iglit'ousness Whie îs of enUcn.d dby
faithifn jiffs. ,' ' oi : ,, ',, ,41.'

III. ST. PAUL. AS,,IiE îs; Verses rg. 2o. lIe'is now a
fléW man iChrist Jesus. '

I a«rnot -dlisobpdlient.-What t couhplete jsig btsnd
p)asse5l over hiîn.' The ivlole lient and, purpose of lis life is
eh aniedl.- That whh;dh before _hle Ihafed,' he lo'ef451hat whicl
lWeore RIe esteenîed arud gliiried in hé equnts but as tlross:
Phil..H&eiri lies the 'proof of the realit> fcncsxnti
pyi($sion>1 but in o)4îdenofe.

First.. Damnascus..-Where. le lad giy qn greatest of-;
4Ae-ieV. hé1beffins tu rerrnové it *here lie lad s<*ight
ilpry ag a. 1rswvQ4cr rhe.cornes a u masdrfor Jesu>.
At Jerusae-tlÏe hl>, ltIc beTZedcity. Tlhe splere of
his'wor1 ýen1ikèges-ýLjudea-thew Guitiles.

Comliarevtfsp,*25with.verse, 1.
Obseryet4p tlree elements or_-Chrisfian life: Repent-

tefr'otli 'li :,Atts iii. 19g; xvii. .3e.-,'Purn to God-by
fai., DoiwwçxýMiwprthy of repenta"e9-good workts, ýas
the effects and proofs ôof genumre conversion.. They are
fruits of the new life : Matt. iii. 8 ; jas. ii. 20,2b6; Epi. V.,22.

A clanged leart is mnanifested by a changed lýife.
The purpose of thet thanged lîfe i s fqlfilled in obedience bo

(>od and loving serv'ice ta men in the work God las given us
~ . "ùd~sîv~'TOPICS.

hÉ.lé policy! of Felix-h.iS suesr-the JeAW ard-
,çt*ý'.urow~s-P4ui's firmýLe 1 -Agrippa's visi-his wish-

lis fitpess ta judge-the argurent-its threè parts-first-
sé&otd--t1i-his dhange--z-how e&-cted-his oliedience to
tbf ýçpnqâad--the l1ssons, ,

* EXPLANATORY_ NOTES.
i. The A rippa ofthis ptassaÉe was 'I{ètd Agrippa Mm.

sonof 1Herod Agrppa Lr (te H-erod -of cht'ixil.). . Heorily
ieigned oyer the northern _paris of lis fathier's ki.ngdoni,
Iiiuràca, Abli&e, ýtc., The'origi nal kingdom of Hcrod the
t*kt at(thê Ilerod d Mst.«.)1 wa. divided on is ideath

asapng lis -sons, onu portiQn, JudSa, corning soon after. unRler
lic *direct Rornýn rule k Pýlite and other governors (sec Lukc

iiîii). ;: A11these petty provi*ucces were reunited uider Hfeiod
Agrippa I., l)ut again divided at lis deatl : jtudle% Sauaria,
and part of Galilee, lieing retained-by the Rmn and gov-
etoed by ]r el ii, stus, eýtc.h§ and the, rest beimng- giiren: tôi thc
youý Agrippa. .ThougI zealously. devoted to Jvdaism,
AïiAypai was distrugted by thdJéwË on accotint ôf<fùrs Roman

~saM VsyinpaLhies ; a4d Wh, the last ,wyar linike,.oni,
,hc~ e ,aily.att inpted to prevent, le si 4led witl tIe

RÔmifdr*,I an t 'to if~r in the sieÜè' ôf Jelusal&ü ' nL ',-:

She was ver>' beautlful, and 'the'*hstory of 1er e s a'suc.
cession of scandals. Titus, the conqueroiý opetusaém,
,*ishçd tuo mke lèw his, enprcss, but ey" ar :çpaiip9u-
lace was roised to ihngiiatim b i he proposa, znd it was

! 2;; fflaek, and wh4e stones wereo sed for, -votipg., If fIe

pe oni. was to bý condlenned'a'black stonewas given. Some
p;'os,: liat ?aulMeâ.s à meiùber- of thc Sanihedritn i andoted

wr.iffi thA qLle4,jýdes_ But tIc..phruse is frequently, used
metaWiorièuallY. 'Paul took an àcètive part'in .the persecution
6ftleChrist1âùL.'-,Woag...

-3. Thceimperfe-,L frnse licre uisei and recdered ";compell-,
cd, " expresses ôÙly <hl «att< ffpt" Witlout respect to thé
.;c sîo; ôî1îrim. '!Pliny, the procons à of 13itlynia, in
lis letter to tic Emperor Trajan, about A. D. ý102, writes
that it was required of thc Christians to blaspheme ChIiïst,
but (bat ilone whâiwere tiuly 4uch:couId be counpelled t6 do
it. Unto outside (foreign) ciliés, cities outside of Judea. It
is not unI ikel>' that le pursued thc Christians from place t6
pla~e, on the way tu J>anascus, and fiat city is mentioied
because there it was that he was arrested.

4. No doubt this light Nvas thc Sheiah,-a gl6unous pre-
se-nce otJehova,-that was seea k>' Moses in the butuiing
bush, sbone in the pillar of fire, dwelt in flhc tabernacle and
temple, and reappeared at Bethîleem to tIc shepherds.-

- , LESSIÔ24 XLVII.

Nov, S . A M S ÈSA E Acts xxvi.
A1877, J -SUD t 21-29

- ooLDhN TExT:.-L Thin Agrippa sotid unte- Paul,
Jlmos th9e eru ad meo eaChi y n"Act

Our lesson lirings liefore us tîrce personages.
fowets aliove fIe. others ihi moral êreafIlcss.

I. THE. FAITHFUL Wl TNESS, verses 21-23,

Ic first

For these causes-whicl are stated at length in thc
preccding versc&*We lear m-tlermwhy the jew wenit
about to kill Paul. It was because bc was. not dis-
obedient to the heavenly vision., t ie lad 'recei-ved
Jeassas the Meslah,'and his faithioeprcuved tleir tunlelief.
IHe lad 1ec n openl>' and boldly expp -îc ~ultislaying
Jesus, ân lad exh&téd th'eitu 10t4fit. This tley co'id
not bear. Thir.pridè .wu aticu dd.wbat- waseven
worse, le lad gone to the Qeptiles, and proclairned,to thçm
the blessings of sa1wation, openiiig up to thcln 'al;the bless-
irigs of tho kingdonmwhieh t-Itcjcws lad cIaimod.for theni-
selves. So it is that wlen -sin us rebuked and real gyood is
lieing donc, 'thc world finds fauit, John vii. 7. Ihom i tI
cause of :lis trials, Paul passes qùickly tc, the; oouk.e of
lis strengtl.

Having obtained irelp- of GÔôd :Vs. l~~2 cxviii.
13 ; cxxiv. 8<

In low inan>' ways had the Lord iýnterposed for bis del4ver-
ance!1 even thI powers of -this world le lad xnadcuse6f for
lis servants safety -, 4 Tm. iii. 11.,

I continue unto t hua day,-m spite of aIl thecdraft anîd
violence of his adv ersari.s. ' -TIestoiod'hecuuse the Lbrd1 stood
with hi: 2 Tii. iv. q~. a~iqniýlQl4tili iis WOK-k ie
dlone. We can do nothing w1thout Christ: John xv.. 5; but
hy Hii Paiti declares lue -cari -do aIl things: j Cor. xii.
9 - Phil. iv.43- . Paul, was * p!eserved tg do hi& 1!worlc.
Hîs work waswitnessing l'or Christ, aidbe was a faitîful
witness, He bore lie testimon>' to ail, both' small ind
great; le neither despisqd the one _nfr. fçared thliit}er:
AÇts xx. 21 ; Col. i. 28., Àike tQ fIe chief of Aýia and of
Atheng, and Io tIe poor women Ôf Phiiif1e eariled lis
mnessagç0. He was a faiflful witnçýs, toge bçcguse lis -festi.
mon>' was in accordance witl fIe 'Scriptu res of tIc' Ql Tes-
tanvienf': ont of thffl h. rtasnèd wAats 3(vi a, 3.

ThIe Old. Testament le in harmaony wiLhtheflc .ew.
kno'Wlcdge ofbothiiseuaential. 'There is a' wonidrful corres-
ponddncé betweehi theni, and loth festify of dhtlst, wlo Him-
self appçealçdtQ. Mosesanaid tI#e, prjop4Iets : Iyuke XXiV, 27;
Johnt Y. 40.'

The suhject of fhe apottle'stestkoiytis set bdore nu fder
tîrce heeds:

(i) '1'hat Christ should'Ïuffer.'
TIc: lowaly' condition, auferings ai tdatl: oflesdi wcre

the great stumbling-block to the Jcws-tlec cief obstacle to
theni receivifig:HimlmuastIc Meiilah. *Paul 'seeksf'iO-re-
move this obstacle by proing froni the proplets tlaft the
Messiah was to sufer: ha.,liii., 7, 8; Dan. ix. 26 ;ýZch*
,tii. 1o.
ý (2) That Christ ehould be thle firet that 3hoiild rige

(roçp the dead. .17 ý
Literally if is :' " 1th At frosu the resurrectiorl of the

dead." lie Ws s 5ç*lled nof because He wâs thc first who
rose, aîtheugli He was fIe flrst f0 risc neyer to lie overcomç
again b>' death, but e-pecially 'beéc e ek~as thi cause of
the resu rrecio-41c Prince bf L4ip 1z Cpr. :y. to ;/ol. i.
î8; Rev.-i.. Compare Pz. xvi. bio yih At.ii

(3Y'l11aàChrst 1shclld thow 11l* unîcth té po
and to the Gcuufilçe: Im'~ix. :2; xlii.;16; x1ivfj 6; doi, z,4

Luké . 32 ; Maft. iv. 16; 2 Tim . i.oPail' proved 1'that in- 'twitching tle 'gosýpél td>,thé t131'
tules le was.ou4y actixg lui accordne with île ,pfedlç£iQrAsùf
thc proplets.

Il. tUE M-VergésoyKQtjk: Vers..
,Festus listened pa;*ptly as did the A±hiçoiails Atý -

until the a"atle spokF of týe resurrectioný. 'Ihenlesuàden-
ly-and.feréêlylnteritipffl hitij êaging oef;Tllotart iadj
Pax 1'! iM,ich learjng, is turnug to rdncs~

V'ry probably the é'~ostlé rè'ad m any borok durfrn lus mu
prisonnient, 2 Tim. iv. 13, and fIe governior thltîks thé>' haVè
turncd lis brain. How man>', like Festus, think a man is
mad whencver le becomnes in real earnest about religion.
But .lichone ofVié t*lQis ipad? Qiig ôr thé' ôtaiej must
be «. TIc Gospel seema foolishness unto Festus, because
lis cTcs gre blinded, i Cor. i. 23 ; -ii 14; 2 Cor, v S4

and ireasQnalile.. Oh fIat Chistians jvoul4 lega to iuite
thic apostie, and even when tIc>' meet wit , rudeneýs and
sdlenm,,behuw,é'with nioderafiod. 2MêsAio bIideBxA.-.
Thpre is noflattery, or wea4pess here -, but a tIrijl of tender.
néis and sympathy mus throurgli« the worls. St.Pàùl féeci
for, die guttto,, ndt 1ukis a1lowýntic io hita"tehfi'jitât1onî

The words of t , tli-=ot mlere fancis-and sobcrness
-not tic extravagXces of madness. W~in is maýdness; then

oily. ,ia-rmwes Mtd#Wtryfwheft lé ftri4es* and goei in peni-
tequce ;Irç1trast;to liA.Fafher :,Luke xv. 17-

St.. Peul turns &*.boilfirrùaion of lis words' fo Ar ;i.
lfçsLus, ýa Rom4n, migJt bc nt but tlbe Kinug, a Jew,
knowýeth o;f thesethinge, for tIc>,' Sere not donc in a
cornér, but in Je.-usalIeruitiself ànd durng thc pçLséhul wcek
the death auf.rarection of Christ took place. And 4o
St., Paul'sforer lifer and suddeni conversion were wclI known,

ISy a suddcn;and skilfiuI question Puiel biigs tIc truth
home (o fIe cQnsmecICe of fIe pleasure7 loving king. King
Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? lHe profcssed to

li eand must therefore have Lt ftle same finie"prof'sed
tobleein the prophets. 1 know that thou-believest.,

From f lis if would appear fIat Agrippa lad rcaly givenï
somt .e proof of thoughtftùlness, if flot of faith. Under the
coverof assunied indifférence. tîcre were perbaps workings
of conscience and anxlous quèsktioning.

justly kept him imprisoned nothing but good in return for
evil. r

7'he ernPgïterIý xawtobfzweven of

Tlie blessedness oj, inïe re nYas eoePu
had resolved to count 'aIt thihgs bu, Ye;afrs bChrist. isare

soluioncos himeveythng hich the world accounts desir.
able, but flot for an instant does he regret his decision. The
blessedness of Çhrist's love wo out*eighs althe evils he; en-
dures that lie car have 11o butter.pr higher -wisli: for âthers
than that they* wereqýir s~sChritiajisryei. dcsire çthersto lie Chrlstigiis, '<nIy 'be tr ari app l4ti~statheriseh'es-P

Who is the freernan-Paul, or the. governor and ' kingbefore whgm he.stancts? He i* the freensaàn whomn the tinth
makes freei 'Paulk has fettemed -h=ids ; -Ihese men have
fettere(l hearts. They are, slaves, slaves, of.sifi,; as: once was

th postle.Fo. woioever. comniftiethsin is the s~eo
sin :john viii. 34 ; "taken captive 1)37 the devil :" 2 Tim.
ii. 26;Il"in the boindage, of, ýrFiàption :". Roui, vn"ii. 29; 2pet. ii. i9. lIow miany slaves are there tobad lhabit,% slaveswho shoot I" Britons neyer shâàlS'T slaves!"

Paul was made fr-ee by ýthe truth I ohin 'viii. 32'6.He is stili a freeman, tltougli bound lie ïgfree from sin, yetthe slave of righteousness : Rom. vi. 14e 18, 22 ; Viii. 2, 15.He is the slave 9f Christ. Rom. i. ly, bùt e hag fiùnd His
"ýoke easy,?"Matt. xi. 30).

Now' Paul' wpuW -wisb. for- you the .very saniethinig that
he wished foi: Agri'ppa., Not that you might biavç, fetjers onyour hands, 'but that "«exýce the bonds, "yomgltieht
he was. of

Whc yi re not.wtat hé was'? Thos' who have
/ettered hearis, like Festus anc Agrlpa 'Somne'of y Qu ,are
like Festus-don't un<derstand :eio~jl< i-eps
those who love and, Srve Christ. 1 Some ]Aèk.Agrîppa-feel
aIl we tell you is true--know the right and good thîng would
be to Ilbea CIhristiah, '"i.e., i real one--but sotnehow ean't.
Why is this? Do.thik-let eacbt one "i and find out for
hîmiself. You wîll fiud your hearts are fdtered-Satan. bas
chained them with ignorance and sin. .Does rescue, seeni
impossible ? Christ can do it.

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS.
Paul's judges-their respective positions-lis plea-the

line of life he fQllowed-.the goind&ofjewish anger-how
it showed itseUlf-the %u:tance'ofhisimitstryto whom he
witnessed-the interruption of Festus-its probable intent=
the réply ýef Pazi-the appéal o Âý ippà.4sow t was w4r.ranted-howj it'was felt,-how miç we xnpyearn o it-
thedlàntei ôf remaining 111àinost pérsuaded,' Knd' the lessons~le e red. J .,

EXPL&NATORY, NOTES.
j..The faxrious 'words, 4igt buprwLetme. tq, e

a dhtfistian,»" are agreed by ahpýost' ail expQ'sitois not to re-'preseoi the joriginal aceurately., LiteiU]lyi( ii; "Ipta Zùvkle (en
oizg# tfrsu: persuadest, '- etc,, One expositor -renderj iýt,

iTiVa trkée thou art pérsuading me to be a Christian !"--as if
sfrqket scorifully. Another has, «IWith small persuasion
thou thinkest, " etc. A third thus paraphrases it: To b-

iýniè a Christian'!-*to forfeit perhaps fortune, iind rank, âùd
ibyal tiItJe, ýmd beome the disciple -ofà dkrspid Nitzarfe
-- tlebrother and the fellow of an outcast like t.hee-tbiat's
Éoý'iièSvl4atsudden-thý words' must neeas lie persuasive if
they counsel that 1 Such sudden changes may do for tkeëf
acommon Jew, an enthuýiastic, impigsive, hasty man, ýjon-

vMëtàby a'str*nbeam,b a vdice; by a. vision : they aré not

ýTeýheknîiAg ef these words dýpeàid oi'the interpretàtion
gdn Wo .. is.in the pre Jding versei _If these words
imean Ilos, then Paul. sayý, IlI would to God t4~t
npt thon, :btit alàie al that hear nie this daye were both i-

ly*t "cl pltpgetl*r sevh!ýs i amn.1' -3 1 L&grtippa i d, 'With
little ýrouble persuùadest thou, me,,', then 1Paul's answer jsog

io1 thàt. ybo<('Wee' Veisiiradeâ, :hetlier with' littie
troull?, twit1ý<grctat difficulty. VfAgrippa's words imply,.Tu i a"short tirne thou w 't. ae me a Christ.ian,"

Pâtl-rlilel,' FtayGod that hi~ a loîrger or shorter time,
sooner or later, He would niake 3700 sudh as I airi."

3. When an heir is irnpleaded. for an idiot. the judge. comn-mands ari 'apple or a countér, with a pièée of gold, toib.4 set
before hin, to try which he will take., If lie take the apple
or countei'and leave the gold then Ihe is cast for a fool. . This
is the case of ail wi&kW mei,and muéh iiore. When heftven
-ýndý hell, life Iaid deatbW ,are set befoa'e theui they ýchoose hell
rather than heàveii, death'rather ihan lufe, the trifling things
of earth ralhert than mi inheitance*amoi the saints in ligît.
-Suinbitr;n.

ME ETINGS 0F PPRESB YTER Y.

JIANuToN.-In Cential Churdi, Hamnilton, on Tuesday,
Dec. igth, at i o'clock a. m.

OTTAWA.-In, Knox Church, Ottawa, on'Tuesda', Atk
Novenibelriat 3 o'Clock. ' r
,TORONTO.-In the lecture rooni, I<nlxChi4rcb, :n Tu«-!

da:y, 6tW November, at in a.mn. - -' ' -
atQUEBEC.-At Melbourne, on Wedàeýàay .ÈÉ, dm r
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