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right action go together. The regeneration is made up of.
truth and righteousness, S PR T
-, A man cannot. turn. until he sees where to turn ; but as
soon as he sees what is right and what is ‘wrong, hé must
tith from E oRe t¢ the othiet ;—from  darkness and 8the
Power of Satan: 2 Cor. iv, 4; Col. i. 13; 1 John iii. 8.
"po Iight‘ar?c?un'to GddfiGod is ]igl?t : xJ]ohn i —
- ‘The gift-i4 next déscribed. Like the work, it is. two-fold.
Forgiveness of sins: Lnkei. 775 Eph, i, 11. Inher.
itance: 1 Pet, i. 4. The patdon and the inhéritanbe go to-
gether. - By faith that is in me.—These wonds:extend 1d
the whole clause, and imply both the pardon and the igher-
itance are the-results of faith, : B
. Leatn+<4 v} T . an
.. The absalute neeessity of conversion.—We see_here how a
man who'fs ot vicious and immoral may yet need and urlder-
go'a eanbprsion. . 'We must make the same discoveries which
St, Payl di.d, of-the insufficiency_of our own righteousness,
and’renoancing it, seek the tighteousness whieh is of God by
faithin Jesus. . © .7y ey vy e
I, St. Paul as HE 15; Verses 19. 20. He'is now a
new ‘'man in ‘Christ Jesus. */7 0 fu e
 was:not: disobedient.—What a corplete ghange had
assed over him, The whole bent and. purpose of his life is
gh'a’n‘géd. - That which before he liated, he loves& that which
before Hic ‘esteemed and gloried in hé cqunts but as dross :
Phil. . . . .
' Herein lies the ‘proof of ‘the reality of conversion, net in
profession,, but in epadience. . ST
,First,”. , Damascus.—Where he had given greatest of-
femies  there. he ‘beglns to remové it §: wherd ' He had sought
glory ad ‘a. perseaytaihe, comes -a§ an; ambassador. for Jesus.
At Jerusalem—the holy, the beloved city. The sphere of
his'work enlatgesi-Judea—the Guntites, . @ . -
Compiare, Verse: 2p°

,'uh.vqxse,;g}.' e e
Qbserye the three elements of ‘Christian life : Repent—
taitt” Wity :. Actsidi. 19 5 xvii. .30, Turn to God—by

ith.. Do works worthy of repentange—good works, as
ﬁ:e. effects 'zindﬁi’oofs' of ‘genu?ﬁe cb?{?rersion.  They are
fruits of the new life : Matt.1ii. 8 ; Jas.ii. 20, 26 H ‘Eph. v. z2,

A changed heart is manifested by a changed life.

"The purpose of that changed life is fylfilled in obedience to
God and loving service to men in the work God has given us

0,. col f L, , .. H 1
90 il SUGGESTIVE ToPICS,  ~ * '
", The'-policy 'éf Felin—his successpr-f,the.‘st’_iar(}dr—
Eestus’. coursg—Paul’s ﬁnn?eqs—Agrgppn s vg;;hxs wish—
his fitpess to judge—the argument—its threé parts—first—
sedonid—~third—his dhange-<how efiected—his obedience to
the sommand—the lq;sson.a_ TR . .
... EXPLANATORY. NOTES,

G . T )

‘1. The Agrippa of this passage’ was Heérod Agrippa II.
sonof Hegg A)grippa I (¢ 1e-H%rod of chap.xil.). . H@onl;'
xeigned . oyer the northern: paris- of his father’s kingdom,
Tturaea, Abiléne, etc. ~ 'The’ original kingdom of Herod ‘the
Gtéat (the Herod of Matt. '11.%1 wab divided on -his death
among his sons, ong portion, Judaa, coming soon after,under
the direct Roman rule of Pilate and other governors {see Luke
it 1), .AH these petty provinces: were reunited under Herod
Agrippa 1., but again divided at his death: Judica, Samaria,
and part of Galilee, being retained by the Romaris and gov-
erned by Felid, Festus, etc, and the rest being given (o] the
youpg Agrippa. .. Though zealously. devoted to Judaism,
Agrippaiwas distrusted by the Jews on account 6f hfs Roman

tég ankl sympathies ; ahd ‘when the last ‘war brake. out,
which he vainly attempted to prevent, he sided with the
Romand, antd todk part m the’ siegé of Jebusaldmt, - *"
1 Beguice Wiis/thé s,isurx;‘qﬁﬂgsigpcs #s; was, plsg: Dyusilla,
She was very beautiful, and the"history of hglﬁe Is 2 suc-
cession of scandals. Titus, the conquerot’ of Yetusalém,
Wished to make her his empress, but .evep o J]{qp;an popu-
lace was ropsed to ii}(}igllatgon by the proposal, and it was
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déned.” ! .
ﬂgﬁ Blaek and white stones were. used for voting., If the
person was to be condemned ablack stone was given. . Some
stipposé: tHat Pauli whas a meriiber of the Sanhe’[drim anil(i yoteg

it the .jpdges. - But .the, phrase is fr uently use
;‘g; hgrlgglll;{ wai’%ul took ah ixégllzfe part’in ,theg persecution
of the Christtas—Gloag, -~ 1 0 . . 7
-3, The imperfect tense here nsed and rendered * ! compell
ed,” ckprésses only “the ““attémipt,” without respect to ﬂ_le
stigeess of - Stherwiss: - ! Pliny, the proconsul of Bithynia, in
his letter to the Emperor Trajan, about A.D. 102, writes
that it was required of the Christians 20 blaspheme Chiist,
but fhat fione whol were truly suchicould be compelled tb do
it.  Unto outside {foreign) citées, cities outside of Judea. I},
is not, unlikely that he pursued the Christians from place to
place’on the way o DDamascus, and -that city is. mentioned
because there it was that he was arrested. e

4. No doubt this light was the Shekinak,—a glotious pre-
sence of Jehovah,—that was seem by Moses in the butning
bush, shone in the pillar of fire, dwelt in the tabernacle and
temple, and reappeared at Bethlehem to the shepherds,—~
Bonar. . L -

- LESSION XLVII,

Y ALMOST PERSUADED.
" GOLDEN TExr.:+l¢ Then Agrippa said uato Paul,
Almost thou pgrs’txgd.est me to be a Chrigtian,”—Acts

to 1
Acts xxvi. ’
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T, > HOME-STUDIES.

M. Isa. liii. 1-12.... weeiierann The suffering Saviour,
T, Dan. ix. 20-27 ..Suffering fqr others.
W. Acts ii. 22-36.. ... ... voiuie Raised to life.

Th. Zech, xiit 1-9:.....++....Cleansing from sin.
F. Tsa xlil I-16. .. ccvvnenenes Opening blind eyes.

S, Isal xlik, I=I3....conmveeeeee Alight to the Gentiles.
S. Acts xxvi, 20-29......c 0 0nee A light to all people.

_HELPS TO STUDY.

" Our lesson brings before us three personages,
fowers above the others i moral greatness.
I, THE FaiTHFUL WITNESS, Verses 21-23. .. |

The first

For these causes—which are stated at length in the
preceding verses. - We learn from them why the Jews went
about to kill Paul. It was because he was. not dis-
obedient to the heavenly vision.. = He had received
Jesus as the Messiah, and - his faith: mproved their unbelief.
He had.eyen openly and boldly exposed, thei guilt in-slaying
Jesus, a‘nJ had exhofted’ them to fépent. This they coald
not bear; - Their pride .was fouched ; and, what ‘was even
worse, he had gone to the Gentiles, and proclaimed.to them
the blessings of salvation, 'opening up to therh ‘all‘the bless:
iﬁfs of the kingdom whick - the Jews had : claimed. for them-
selves. So it is that when sin is rebuked and {ealg‘good‘ is
being done, ‘the world finds fault, John vii. 7. From the
¢ause of ‘his trials, Paul passes qdiickly to'the;source of
his strength, e : g

Having obtained ‘help of God : Ps. Ix#i12; cxviii.
13 cxxiv, 8- | ot oo e

In how many ways had the Lord interposed for his deliver-
ance ! even the ‘powers of - this world he had made use bf for
his servant’s safety :. 4 Fim, iii. 11.., . il

I continue unto this day,—in spite of all the craft and
violence of his adversaries. | Fle stood because the Lond stood
with him : 2 Tim. iv. 17, Manis "imnortal till his work i§
done. We can do nothing without Christ : John xv.. §; but
by Him Paitl declares he can -do all things : ' 2 Cor. xii.
9 i Phil. iv. .13, . Paul was preserved tg do his:work;
His work was witnessing for Christ, and he was a faithfu]
witness. He bore his testimony to all, bothi smalf and
great; he neither despised the one ner. feared the /gther :
Acts xx. 213 Col. i. 28.  Alike to the chief of Asia and of
Athens, and to the poor women of Philippithe cartled his
message. 'He was a faithful witness, tooy Lecause his testia
mony was in accordance with the Scriptures of the Qld Tes-
tayment': out of these he reasoned ¥ Aldts xvii. 2, 3. o
.. [The Old. Testament is in harmony with the New. A
knowledge of bothiis essential. ~There is a wonderful corres-
pondence between them, and both testify of Christ, who Him-
}elhf, appealed to Moses and the prophets: Luke xxiv, 273

onv‘4o: i B ] N . .

The subject of the apostlé’stestibrony:is set before us ubider
threa heads : o ; TR

(1) That Christ should suffer. '~ . /- /- ]
- ‘The: lowly condition, sufferings abd death: of Jesid were
the great stumbling-block to the Jews—the chief obstacle to
them receiving Him as the Messtah. ' Paut seeks’to re-
move this obstacle by proving from the prophets that the
Messiah was to suffer: Isa. liii. 7, 8 3 Dan. ix. 26;§Zech.'
xii. 10, : o
- (2) That Christ should be the first that shoyld rige
from the dead. ) : e

Literally it is : “ Thefirst from the resurfection ofthe
dead.” He was so eklled not because He wis the first who
rose, although He was the first to rise never to be overcome
again by death, but esgtcially because He Was the canse of
the resurrection—the; Prince of Life : 1 Cor. xy. 20 ;/Col. i.
18; Rev.i. 5., Compare Ps. xvi. 10 \

(3¥ That Christ should show Hght unto the people
and to the Gentiles: Isa'ix. 2; xlii; 16; xkiv, 63 k. 2;

uke ii. 32 ; Matt. iv. 165 2 Tim.i. 10. .~ .
Paiil'proved “that in- ‘préaching the ‘gospél tothé Geni
tiles he was.only acting i accordance with the predictipnsiof
the prophets. . , . ,
I1. ’F}m MiSTAKEN! GOYRRNOR : ‘Versés 24, 'a¢. !> 1>

- Festus listened pafiently, as.did the Athenians,  Alcts ——
until the apostle spoke of the resurtection. Then he sudden-
ly-and fierétly interruptéd him; talling ont; THou ‘art fiadj
Paull Mych learging, is turning thee to madness;
Very probably'the ‘apostle read many books during his im.
prisonment, 2 Tim. iv. 13, and the governor thinks they hale
turned his brain. How many, like Festus, think a man is
mad whenever he becomes in real earnest about religion.
But which one of th¢ twotis nad?  One dr thé: other must
be. The Gospel seems foolishness unto Festus, because
his eyes are blinded, 1 Cor. i. 23 ; .ii. 14 ; 2 Cor, iv, 4 St
anwer is'not' that of a hadmah §- it is Galn; dour ¥,

;}rtiih Acis ii. 25-31.

Paul’s
and reasonable. . Oh that Christians would leaga to ifhihte
the apostle, and even when they meet with rudeness an if"

solene,  behavé’ with moderation. Most noble Festus: -
There is no, flattery or weakness here ;- but a thyill of tender-
néss and sympathy runs through the words. St. Paul feels
for the governor, and' miakés allowanbeé for his temiptations;
., The words of tguth—not mere fancies—and soberness
~—not th’e‘ex_tra'vagzlces of madness. 877 és madness - then
only a:man.éames ¥a émself when he arises' and goes.in peni-

ce and frust to his Father: Luke xv. 17. . .
" IIL"AN UNDECIDED KING, Verses 26-29. '~ 7'

St Paul tums fok- conifirmation of his words’ to Agripph.
Festus, a2 Romgn, might be ignorant ; but the King, a Jew,
knoweth of these things, for they were not dane in a
corner, but in Jerusalérh itself and during the paséhhl week
the death and. resurrection of Christ took place. And so
St. Paul’sformer life and sudden conversion were wellknown,
-“By a ‘sudden and skiful question Pual britigs the truth
home fo the consciemce of the pleasurerloying king. King
Agrippa, believest thou the prophets ? He professed to
be a Jew, and must therefore havé it the same time piofessed
to believe in the prophets. I know that thou-believest.
From this it would appear that Agrippa had really given
some proof of thoughtfulness, if not of faith. Under the
cover of assumed indifference. there were perhaps workings
of constience and anxious questionings.

Almost thou persuadest me 16 be a Christian,—
Various explanations have been given. of these words. . See
Note." They are no doubt to a certain extent ironical 3 but
the irony seems to have been assumed to conceal his real
feelings. . Paul's speech seems to have made some im-
pression upon him, but he was unwilling to show this betore
those by whom he was surrounded.  St. Paul’s response is a
right noble one—almost -and altogether, These words
correspond to those of Agrippa ; whatever meaning we give
the one we must give the other. Such as I am, except
these bonds,—What emphasis would his fettered hands
give to thése words, They were a masterpiece of true elo-
quence. = They make manifest . Do
The magnanimsty of Pawl; he wished those who_nn.

justly kept him imprisoned nothing but good in return for
evil, IR ')l Sorere v .

 The yearnitigaf mlgarttfa‘n&le-mkmt:b»"lyf)nth,’even of
his persecutors. .

The blessedness of | true refigion,—Vears before, Paul
had resolved to count alf-thih'gs but 16ss for Christ. His re-
solution cost him everything which the world accounts desirs
able, but not for an instant does he regret his decision. The
blessedness of Christ’s love so ioutweighs all the cvils he en-
dures that he .can bave no better.or- higher wish: for sthers
than that they were Christians,. Christians.gves, desire others
to be Christianis, only better ari happiet Christians than
themselves.- " - - e Y '

Who is the Jreeman—Paul, or the governor and  kin,
before whom he stands? He: i the freeman whom the trat
makes free; ! 'Paul.has fettered ' hands’; thase - men : have
fettered hearts. ,They are slaves, slaves of siri ; as once was
the apostle.  For “ whosoever. committeth sin is the slave of
sin 7 John viii. 34 ; ““taken captive by the devil :” 2 Tim.
1}; 26; “in tjh{e bqndage«lof -garreption *, Rom, viii. 25 2

et. ii. 19. ow many slaves are there to iabits, sla
who shout ““Britons never shall be slaves!” bad hiabits, slaves

Paul was made free by the trath: John viif.  32,736.
He is still a freeman, though bound's ke i Free from sin, yet
the slave of righteousness : Rom. vi. 14, 18, 22 ; viji, 2, 15.
He is the slave of Christ : Rom. 1, 1, but he has foiund His
‘“yoke easy,” (Matt. xi. 30). - : -

Now Paul would- wish_for- you the very same thing that
he wished for Agrippa, = Not that you might haye fetters on
{our hands; but that *““excepf the borids,” you mxge‘il{ be what

e was, L S

Which of yoy are #of what he was? Those who have
Jettered hearts, like Festus and Agrippd. - “Some of ‘you are
like Festus—don’t -understand :veligion<dislike ‘it—despise
those who love and serve Christ, - g::ume Lké«Agrippa—feel
all we tell you is true—know the right and good thing would
be to ‘“bea Christiah,” s.e., 4 real one~-but somehow casn’s.
Why is this? Do think—let _each one try and find out for
himself. You will find your hearts are fttered—Satan has
chained them with ignorance and sin. ~ Does rescue. seem
impossible ? Christ can do it. :

’ SUGGESTIVE TOPICS,

Paul’s judges—their respective positions—his plea—the
line of life he followed—the grounds.of Jewish anger—how
it showed itselfi—the ‘substance 'of his'mihistry—to whom he
witnessed—the interruption of Festus—its probable intent—
the reply‘of Panl—the appéal to Al'lgﬁp‘pi—'mow it was wdr-
ranted—how it was felt—hew myel we, may }¢am.ﬁom it—
the danger of remaining “ Alnost persuaded,”nd the Tessons
1o,be leared, - - D0 - SRR IIEECIFA P
: EXPLANATORY. NOTES,

.. 1. The famous words, Almest thqu persuadest me. to:be
a Chtistian,” are agreed by almost all expositors not to re-
present the original accurately. Liteidlly’itis, ** /i a litele (e
qlz;g'q) theu : gersuadest, l”~ ete.. . One expositor ;rendery ‘i,
*“Tii’a trice thou art pérsuading e to be a Christian ”—as if
spoken scornfully: -Another has, *‘With small persuasiont
thou thinkest,” etc. . A third thus paraphrasesit: ‘“To bes
tome a Christian !—to forfeit perhaps fortune, and rank, and
toyl title, 2nd become the disciple “of a despised Nazarene
—the, brather and. the fellow of an outcast like thee—that's
someWhiat sudden—thy words must needs be ' persuasive if
they counsel £4az/ Such sudden changes may do for thee,
4 cammon Jew, an enthusiastic, impulsive, hasty man,,qon-
iv_é:‘t!:ii by a sunbeam, by 4 voice, by a_vision : they aré not
W:mq,!~-- {{“;\ AL A A )

2. Enoligokaten megalo—literally “inlittle andingreat.”

-L'Phe Thehnig of these words deptrids on the interpretation
givan to en oligo in the prededing verse, . If these words
mean ““almost,” then Paul, says, ‘‘I would to God that
not thou, but also all that hear e this day were both al-
?195} g)d pltogethier suchias; L am.” ! If Agrippamaid, ‘¢With
ittle fropble persuadest thou, me,”, then. Paul’s_ answer iS¢
1 would / {a‘t you ! 'were' ‘peistraded, ' whether' with' little
trouble, or. with great difficulty.. If Agrippa’s words imply,
“Trulyin a shoft time thou wilt,make me a Christian,”
Pavlrephes, T pray God that in' a longer or shorter time,
sooner or later, He would make you such as I am.” :

3. When an hejr is impleaded for an idiot. the judge com-
mands ri'apple or a countér, with a piece of gold, to bk set
before him to try which he will take. . If he take the apple
or counter and leave the gold then he is cast for a fool. .. This
is the case of all wi¢ked men, 'and muéh iore. 'When heaven
gnd: hell, life and deatly .ase set before them they :choose hell
rather than hedven, death rather than life, the trifling things
of earth rather than an inhexitance'among the saints in light.
—Swinburn. . e e )
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' MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.

HAMULTON,—In Centfal Church, Hamilton, on Tuesday,
Dec. 18th, at 11 o’clock a.m.
OtTAWA.—In Knox Chu
November, at 3 o’¢lock. - '
: ToRONTO.—1In the lecture room, Kndx.Chusclt,- on Tues+
day, 6th’ November, at 11 a.m. o L
QUEBEC.— At Melbourne, on Wedhesday, 19th’Deceniber,
atioam. . o, N T
WHITBY. —In St. Andrew’s Church, Whitby, on 3rd Tues-
day of December, at 11 am, =~ .
SAUGEEN.—At Mount Fordst, oni the’ thifd Tuesday of
December, at 2 o'clock p.m. R
BARRIE.—At Barrie, on Tuesday, 4th December, at 11
o’clock. - S
Linpsay,—At Cannington, on Wednesday, 6th Novem-
ber, at 12.30 o’clock. . e :
HaMILTON.—Adjourned meeting in Central Church,
Hamilton, on Thursay, ¥$th inst., at 11 2.m.
. OWEN SopyND.—In Division Stieet Church, Owen Sound,
on Tuesday, 185 Dec., at 10 am.. v @
MaNTTOBA4f1i' Knox Church; Winnipé, on Wednes-
dey, 1b Deayat 10am, . . i L Lo

ch, OttSWa;, lon ' ;I,"le_'sd’gi!r,lﬁtk'



