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Tur, Catholic pilest in Morris, Ind,, who severely
whipped three boys of his parish fur acting as pall-
bearers at the funeral of a Protestant boy friend, has
peca fined to the amount of $3u0.

A COURSE of lectures In connection with the Duff
Missfonary Lectureship is now beiny, dehvered sn Free
§t. Georyie Church, Edinburgh, by Ds. Thomas Smuth,
The subject of the course is Medizval Missions, from
the year 500 to the time of the Reformation,

Tik inhabitants of a commune in the Swiss canton
of Tessin have demanded exemption from the tax
levied for the support of the Roman Catholic Church,
and, to the great indignation uf the Ultramontancs,
the federal taabunal has decided in their favour,

JuE native Churches of Southern Afiica, gathered
from the DBechuana, Hottentot, and Kaffic races,
have now enrolled some 50,000 men and women who
have professed faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
who cndeavour to serve God according to His Word.

In the New York Udnion Theological Seminary
there are now 144 students; a greater number, we are
told, than in any other Seminary in the country. Of
these, tt are graduates of Yale; 12 of Hamilton ; 11
of Princeton ; 14 of Lafayette; 8 of Williams, and
only 5 who have not had college education.

THERE are now 872 churches of the Establishment
in London, against 620 ten years ago. Of these
churches, 409 have weckly, and 4o daily, communion;
245 have daily service, 375 havo surphiced choirs, 33
have ecucharistic vestments, 13 usc incense, and 56
altar lights, and in 214 the * castward position” is
observed. Only 270 have free seats.

IT is proposed in London to form a religious guild
for persons connected with the press, * from the editor
to the stoker's boy at the engine,” The rules sug.
gested are that members should pledge themselves 10
go to some place of worship at Jcast once on Sabbath,
and if possible, once during the week; to pass five
minutes a day in private prayer; to be temperate in
dress, speech, and food; to be friendly with those
with whom they work; and if possible, to induce
them to join the guild,

AT a recent mecting of the United Presbyterian
Presbytery of Edinburgh it was unanimously agreed,
on the motion of Principal Catrns, * That a memorial
be teansmitted to her Majesty, earnestly entreating
her to exercise her authorty to put a stop to the
atrocities which are being perpetrated in Afghanistan,
in burning willages and in leaving helpless women and
children to die of cold and hunger—proceedings at
variance not only with the dictates of Christianity but
even with the laws of civilized warfare.”

THE Nazarenes of Hungary, and the Stundisti and
Molokaniin Russia, have been of late attracting some
attention. The Secretary of the Evangelical Conti-
nental Society lately remarked that it 1s difficult to
obtain 2ny cxact and extended information respecting
these humb'e believers, They seem to court ob-
scurity, not from fear of disclosures that ought not to
be mads, but in consequence of the way in which they
have sometimes been presented.  There is doubiless
among them some singulanty of behief and practice §
but they are sober, honest, and truth-speaking, They
gather around God's Word, and seck to follow its
teachings ; they are keeping up the flame of truth
which the Churches around them have well-nigh ex-
tinguished beneath a mass of ceremonies, or by a
strong current of unbehef. There, on the steppes of
Russia and the plams of Hungary, these communities
form a spiritual powerthat 1s purging socicty of inuch
of its foulness, and rising up a raceof godly men and
women who may yet prove to be the hope of the fu-
ture.

L

Thefllowinghasheenagreed upon asa basisof com.
monaction,inordertothe commemorationofthecaven.
anting strugile, in the months of June and July, 18%0:
“That arrangements be made for conducting religious
gervices at suhable places throughout Scetland, the
toplcs to be discussed embracing questions connerted
with the history, objects, and results of the covenant.
inge strugyle, with our present duty in connection there.
with; and in particular—1. ‘The infallibthiey, tnspira.
tion and supreme authaity of the sacred benpuures.
2 The agrecablzness of the Confession of Faich and
Presbytentan Church Government to the Waord ¢f God,
3. The mediatorial sovercignty of Chnist over s
Church and the nations, involving submission to His
Wourd and will. 4. The Scriptural character of na-
tional covenanting, with the civil and rebigious bene'ns
resulting from the great national struggle ternunaung
in the Revolution of 1688,

THr {ollowing statistics have been compiled by the
“ Manchester Guardian ;" The Established Church
of Scouand—16 Synods, 84 Presbyteries, 1,639 minis-
ters and licentiates engaged in munistenial work, and
about 5,530 churches and preaclung stations. The
Fiee Church of Scotland—14 Synods, 73 Presbyterics,
99t congregations, 30 preaching stations, 1,026 min-
iters, Dunng the past year {600,000 has been
raised for Church purposes, including Foreign Mis-
sions. The United Presbyterian Church—30 Pres-
byteries, 534 churches, 583 ministers, and a member-
ship in Scotland, Eagland, and Ireland, of 175,066,
Total amount raisad for Church purposcs during the
past year, £367,688. The Presbyterian Church of
England—10 Persbyteries, 278 congregations, 53,000
communicants, 267 ministers, 13 Foreign missionarics,
with four medical missionaries, 5,963 Sabbath school
teachers, and 353,850 scholars, The Presbyterian
Church of Ireland—36 Presbytenes, 635 ministers,
$99 congregations, 79,733 families, 8,600 Sabbath
school teachers, and 72,288 scholars.

TuE Bishop of Manchester, preaching in the parish
church at Eccles, referred to the subject of trade mor-
ality. He admired the protest with which the Man-
chester Chamber of Comimerce— with a just desire to
vindicate the honour of Lancashire trade—had sprung
forward to the rescue and said, * There is no fraud in
sclling siz:d cloth.” \Who ever said there was? If
a buycr of sized cloth knew that it was sized, and
bought it as such, the Manchester Chamber of Com-
merce was perfectly right.  If there was a demand for
sized goods let the world have them., There could be
no fraud between the Lancashire producer and the
Bombay merchant, but was there no fraud between
the Lancashire producer and those long series of
transactions which conveyed that piece of sized cloth
from the Manchester warchouses to the homes of the
poor? Some reels of cotton had marks on them re-
presenting that they contained 250 yards, but that
was a merc conventional phrase between manufac-
turer and tradesman, and they were never supposed
to contain more than 175 yards. But the poor seam-
stress had a right to say, *“ A fraud has been commit-
ted upon me,” if the cotten did not measure 250 yards.

DR. DE PRESSENSE, has publist.ed a letter review-
ing the year’s work and its influence on France and
its future. He believes that the Republic is more
firmly cstablished, that 1t tends to permanence, and
that public tranquility can be reached through it more
surely than by any other form of government. But he
does not conceal the perils of the way through which
France is passing, and he admits in clencat circles
that hatred to the Republic has become more fierce
and unrelenting, because envenomed by a clencal
hate. The Ultramontane party is cempact, is fanats-
cal to fierceness, and is batling for power, may be for
Ife. He anticipates stormy scenes when the debates
on the educational question begin, and evidently feels
that between the fanatics who are churchly and the
fanatics who are positivists and atheists, the good
cause of freedom may take great harm.  This, how-
ever, he considers only as an episode in “that con-

test batween Ultramontanism and modern soclety,
which will occupy the closing years of the nincteenth
century, and which will only be concluded when the
separation of Church and State shall have entirely
chimmated the political element from religious contros
versies.”

CoLD as this winter has been in Europe it has not
yet come up to the coldest on record. A Paris paper
says . * The winter of 1508 was the * great winter,’ in
which neatly all the bridges in Panis were swept away
by the 1ce.  In 1420 thousands perished by cold in
the capital of France, as well as in the outlying dis.
tricts, and wild beasts devoured human corpses in the
strects of Paris.  In 1507 the harbour of Marseilles
was frozen up.  In 1343 froz'n wine was broken up
with the axe and sold by the pound in Paris,  In 1607
cattle perished from cold in their stalls, a (uel (amine
oweurred in Paris, and waggons were driven across
the Seine.  In 1665 the thermometer in Paris fell to
2213 " centigrade, or ° below zero, Fahr, In 1700 the
thermometer marked 9° below zero (Fahe.), the Medie
terrancan was frozen over in many places, the greater
number of the irees in France were destroyed, and
wine froze in the cellars, In 1788 the ice on the
Grand Canal of Versailles was twelve inches thick,
In 1795 the thermometer fell to 9° helow zero (Fahu.),
in Paris, the frost continued for six wecks, and the
Dutch fleet, frozen in the Texel, was captured by a
force of French cavalry and horse artillery—an epi-
sode in warfare’ which forms the subject of pictures
in the galleries of Versailles. In t830 the thermome.
fer fell to zero in Paris; all the rivers in France were
frozen, and many men nnd much cattle perished by
cold. In 1853 ncarly all the rivers in Europe were
more or less frozen over; and finally, in 1871, the
thermometer in Paris fell to 7° below zero (Fahr,), but
the excessive cold was of but very short duratien, and
the Scine was only completely frozen over for one day.

THE “ Times ” says : “ The sight Mr. Mackonachie
is giving of a wilful and repcated disobedience to the
law is very far from edifying. \We offer no judgment
on the mode n which he thinks fit to conduct Divine
scrvice ; but his candles and his genuflections and his
attire, and all the rest of it, are wholly out of place in
a Protestant place of worship such as he has chosen
to be the minister of, and they are contrary to the
rules of the Church to which that place of worship
belongs. Dut what seems most strange is, not that
Mr. Mackonochie should choose to stand out against
the law, but that he should be so long able to make
his stand good. It is curious to find a judge almost
in words confessing himself unable to enforce his own
decrees, and sighing over his own powerlessness,
actual and prospective. But Mr. Mackonochie must
remember the cause of his escap2.  Innone but an
ecclestastical court, and with none but an ecclesiasti-
cal offender, could thedifficulty arise which Lord Pen-
zance deplores. In other cases the police constable
would intervene at once, and would enforce tha sen-
tence of the Court. A street preacher who was caus-
ing an obstruction would be even more summarily desit
with, and wowd be compelied to move on whether Le
wished it or not. 1f Mackonochie is secure against
this sort of interference, if he is not forcibly removed
from the pulpit he usurps, and is not thus compelled
to give place to a legally appointed substitute, he owes
hus safety to nothing else but the desire which is felt
to avoid a scandalous scene.  Inother words he relies
on reverential feelings, which he nevertheless persists
in outraging. The public, he well knows, would be
shacked to hear of a scuflle in a church, and he can
venture, therefore, to provoke a scufile, No one will
be found to tread upon the tail of his chasuble, however
temptingly it may be trailed. He is safe, thus far, in
the unszemly confiict be has entered upon, His tri-
umph 15 sumply that of the mare unscrupulous of the
two paruies. He would be defeated if someone mare
unscrupulous stil were to pop into his place and tobe
beforchand with himin taking possession of the Jdis-
puted ground. But what sort of triumph is it which
1s ganed only because no other qualified person iste
be found who would be willing thus to 2¢t3?



