
4 ROUGE ET NOIR.

cinating beauty aven if it h-ad 11o stories to tellilus. ht
wvouid ba a deliit to live upon its dark, swift waters had
thcy never wva5iicd the sidCs of a Roman gallcy, or
floated ail arkof buirushes. Ruskin lias taugit uis blow
grcatly the naturaliovlns of' a laîîdscapc is incrcased
by a touch of humani intercst, iii a passage of iiiatchless
bcauty at the beginnitig of his Il Latmp of Mcîlenor>'."
\'ou, periîaps, have fcir it yourscif, after iaoking over the
gittcriaîg rippics of L-akcCaniiiadocrtsot

woodcd shores at the ruggc>"d lcaits of the Adirondaci.
buis rcarcd grimly against th i suset sky>, %%-lin >,ou ]lave
coule iu sight of the ruins of old Fort Ticonderoga,
crumbiing aw.-ly likce tha spirit that rcarcd thei. Wcere
>fou flot botind to admit that the met-ories inade the
scenle growv lovclicr faîr? Thei case is just rcvcrsed in
I.-ylt. Before one goas flîcrc, the varicd history, the
mighity wvorks, the holy associations, the faithoînlcss
antiquity of the land of Migraim croivd out ail thoughits
af modern Egypt and lier beauties, but idan lic raachics
there and secs lier as silo rcsts upon lier fair, green
couch bctwcen the descrts, lie is crichantcd by licr
charms, so unexpccted. 1f you lova nature, go ta Eg>'pt;
if you love meinor),gco to Egypt : but if you cannot truly
cnjoy a ranibla in the " Ar.tl,'an Nights," if you carc
about neither Mcînnon rior Nlirian, if you arc flot inoved
by God's harmonies in Icaf and cloud, iu sca and sand,
then you arc much butter sonecwhera aise. l'in afraid
you arc a silver churn.

Il But can you tbink of the preper things Miecn you
are iii a ist oric spot ?" Alas, tiîcrý lies ona of the most
distrcssing things iu traivclil. No, it is usuialiy
quite hopeless to try ta thin]k of aunything but tlîa pre-
sant-the disagrecable, iina«tter-of-fa-ct present. Nobody,
in neariîg Wecstmnster Abbey, eve gives a thouglit to
S. Edward the Confessor, or anything cisc, but how to
dodgc thc hansonis and k-ccp from slippiung iu the mud.
On top ai the great pyramid, who cati possibiy rcnîambcr
anything but the presencae of a noisy legion of Arabs?
A man's %wlîoic attention ks taken up in the struggle ta
retain ]lis sanscs and his francs, cnougli at lcast ta, takc
bum saiclyback toCaira. Up)on a daliabiych ail is difféent.
There is no noise, no distraction, notiîing to hin dem, but
evcerything ta htlp ona's reveries. On that bright aftczr-
nooin, as %vý sailcd along so pea-cefully, ona could wvaîder
back, fcarless of dragoinan or beggar, flir inta the ages of
antiquity and rcvci in the mamories of tiîat sunland.
Baulak-, Ghizct, Rhoda, Sakkara, Memphis! Is tiîis
rcally Eg>'pt, or is it but another ai the ýrcams I hava
Iongcd sa ofteti ta sec fulfillud. No, it is swveater, better,
bightcr tlian an)' of tlicin.

As et'cning cama on, our hast summoned onc of the
crew and dciiglîtcd Iiim t'y asking for sorte IliMoosuk."
Soan a dozcn or so ai the mozsI picturesque figures
gathecd lu a ring,squatting upon tha dcck ncar tha mnast,
a motley group bath in face and dress, froni the dlusky
Nubian of thc upper Nile ta the patlc-fatced fellah from

the Delta. I wish 1 coilid shiow you a photograph of
that chorus, but 1 void likc stili more to bce able to
giva you somec cîcar idea of the " Moosik." Tvo drumns,
tuncd ta about a third apart, fornicd the sole accompan i-
ment. l'ie soioist ti-rav back his l-cad and knittcd bis
brovs ;,,t3hct froni a p)eair-edgcd chiasuî lia pourcd forth
sinne ai the wvicrdest, wiidcst strains I cver iîad liéard at
ail, wandcring nip air-i dowvn a short scale, in semitàncs,
wvith no dcfinitc tunle apparcntly, but oniy a soi&t oi
rhytbhm rising and failiing likec a prolongad rtcerwa.ul;
but, 1 have no doulit, highly expressive of the wvords. It
would bave becu a v'cry drcadfuit nightmarc. Aiter a
time the programme wvas varicd by a dance, quite as
strange ta a Wrestern as tha mnusi. Qute of the ibs
took bis place in thc mniddle of the circle, and wblen the
mnusic begani, gcntly movcd about, gcnerally backwards,
%vithout raisiug bis feet froin the dcck, but making up
for tha monotony " of ]lis stej)" by variery ai attitude
TIiroughotit the performance, evcrything %vas cxplaitied
b>' the dignified shikli, clothcd lu turban and- white
tunic bounid about the wvaist wvith a rich girdle, bis
gracaftil bUne cloak, fuir-edgcd, flowving looscly aver ail.
The way wc wverc rowced back, again %vas just as niuch
auit.of-thic-way , as evemything cisc or. thc Nule. Each of
the tanl lad a long voar wvbich hae dipped iu the wvatcr as
far forwvard as lia could, and thcn aftcm si-, liard pulls
lifid it out aglain, coniing down suddenly upon a narrowv
seat, %with a shout as ha did it. This ycil formcd thc
chorus of a -ong iowvld by one of tbem duiring tha strctch
of six pulls. Again ail rose, another long strctch and
solo, six strong pulls and at shout , and so on as wcé sped

alngtoarsCaro I vas nov' dark and as 1 %watchcd
by tha gleains ofi iamplight: tia curious inixing of ille
mu rky mn anîd thecir slîadoivs, 1 thouglit of the tarrar of
Ton. I-lood on his Dainon Ship. It did flot ait ail inter-
fere wvith tua pleasura of tle peaceful sal in tic aiternoon.

t muade it better. ht was ail so na't, so differcut ta evacry
other place I had ever sen ; and it shiowcd mc that one
ncad îîot go to the nîooi zior the dog sta: ta get out of
tlîis hum-druru %vorld of ours.

I have skimt-ned aloiîg thc surface ai aur awni Canadian
waters in that gmaccful easy crait, tha Indian birch bark,
canoa; I have glidcc l r' smootiîly down tha Isus 'vhcrc the
ivicd towers of Oxford risc abova the tracs and macadovs ;
1 have stretchad at case iii a gondola whlcii tha moonliglit
silone back, from tha marbic palaces oi Venice, and 1 have
thought, that iii aach of tlîein ane couid bc very hîappy.
But I likac the dahai-.biyehi bettcrstill,and -ts river far more.
\Vlicn Bayard Taylor bad bean for a wlîiilc un his'1 Clao-
patra' this is wlîat lie said about it :-' 1f such a balm and
blessiiig as this life lbas bea" ta me, can bc faIt: twicc in
ona's existence, thera miust bcaîîotlîar Niic somc..whcra in
tha world.' TREFOIL-

'Wc arc glad ta sec that a step in tua rigit. direction
bas at Icngtb bc takzen, viz: Makzing Intendance at tha
lctures in clacution compulsomy an the membars of the
Divility ciass.


