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ece, there is more entlitsîasin, more retil faiLli iii a future world, more
hiope of an ininnortality and a proper seuse, of the awftil prescuce of the
Omnipotent. It is the far reàching religion of the earth. Thle Chii-
nese, %vitli ail their fauîts, as a nation, stand preeniinent for goodness
arnong theniselves. Truc filial piety is au attribute tlîat lias corne
-down throughi long centuries, and amiability, lîospitality and kinduess
are distingui*shin g chiaracteristics of this greac people. Dr. ilalde pro-
nounces themi hîîmanc, practicable, innocent, laborious, temperate and
modest. Their greed and desire of' ernassing ve.althi are their chiief
-tices. Tliose writers wvho have described the Chinese as a mendaci-
ous people, hiave neyer trod the interior of thie walld Empire, their
prosecutions of' the inanners and cuistoins of tlie race hiave onlly beenl
mnade in the sîuns of Canton and Macao, the abode of thie refuse
population, the New Jersey of the country. Thiere is no cruelty or
sensualities practised in the religion of China as in thle P>agan belief
of Asia. No human. victinis liave been iimmiolated on its altars aud
no lice'ntious rites liave disgî'accd its purity. Immoral ceremonies in
idol wvorship arc strictly forbidden. One custoin, however, wlich is
to be deplored and one, too, stran gely at variance witli Chinese insti-
tutions, and witlî the Chinese cliaracter, is the existence of slavery aud
concubinage. Woman is here the slave of mnan ; a dernoralizing influ-
once. Ife hiusband bias full and entire control over lier every action.
No movemeat, hiowever slighit, wvichl slie makes is unknowvu to Lier
lord and master. Lord and master is he to t'lie full extent. There is
un exception to be found in thie case wliere a wvife becomes a mothier.
Mien she is no longer a slave but an authority; if bier chiildren be
sons and grown up to manhood's prime, bier lot is thiat of a queeu or
an empress. Her mandates enforce obedience. Slie is absolute iin
flhc manipulation of bier lîouscliold, and commands universal rever-
ence and appreciation. lier will is law. 'lie study of China aud the
Chinese is a fine one. Tlîcre is so mmcli to be learned, so mucli that
is new and strange that the mind never grows weary, for an instant,
of thie subject, the interest is kept, up nuflaggingly to tuie end.

In tbis brief notice of thiis great book we hiave endcavoured to place
before thie reader tlie merest Iltithe of its intrinsic excellence," and
even nowv we feel that it demands and requires more attention at our
lîands. This is no narî'ow, sectarian, theological Ilhotchi potch"; but a
-broad, fearless, liberal philosophical work ; the einanation of a inan
-who does not behieve because lie preaches the Gospel of a Sabbath.
,mornincr, that his mind sliould be stunted, and his better judgmeut
warped with contemptible intolerance and prejudice. Mr. Clarke is
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