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physical, inteilectual and moral chat--
acteristies.

This naturally leads to the consider-
ation of another objection-that con-
cerning the physicai effeot of higlier
éducation upon young women. Some
rather singular stateinents were made
in this connection in the discussion ia
theLegislature. One was, thiat the abit-
ity to, win miedals and honours wvas noti
the resuIt of superior intelligence, but
of superior physicai endurance!1 If
this were so, we should find that col-
lege honours and medals wvero invari-
ably or uisially taken by the biggest
and strongest, young men, quite irra-
spective of tlieir intellectual qualities.
This may be true in athletic sports,
but certainly is iiot in any othier
brandi of competition. There are a
few other things besiles phys'ical en-
durance that have fully as maucl to dIo
with winning university distinctions.
Soine of theni are qtickne"s of per-
ception, powver of memory, persever-
ance, steadiness of aina and purposo,
self-control, andi in these qualities
young women iiot iafrequeatly sur-
pass their masculine contemporaries,
'vhile tlicy are eatirely free £rom
certain habits, sucli as smoking and
drinking, which do not tend to pro-
mlote either study or physicat endur-
ance. ln thiese ways, they more than
make up for any deficiency in physicaî
endurance, thougli of tliis, also, women
not seldom show more than. nien. But
they are not asking for medals and
honours, of necessity, but simply for
their right to pass through the ordin-
ary University course, whichi is not
too great a strain. for any healthy and
properly. preparcd female student. If
they shouid go too far in their ambi-
tion to, win distinction, that is an evil
which. must lie left to cure itself, just
as it is in the case of nmale students.

Furtlier, we are told that the extent
to whicli higher éducation for women
lias been pushed in the United States
is responsible for the lack of health,
of beauty, of symnietry, ini American
wonien. -One might weil stop liera to

interpose a query as to facts. Cer-
tainly American wom-eu, in their youth
ab leat, are generally adrniitted to he,
as a cIass, the most beautiful, if not
the rnost syrnietrical, 'vomen ia the
world. And if in the matter of healtb
there is very niuchi to lie desired, there
are a hundred other causes to which,
this deficiency is usually and reason-
ably attributed. Higli-pressuire life
under unnatural conditions, climat je
pecuiliarities, uniwholesorne diet, dissi-
pation of ail sorts, are quite, sufficient
to account for the generai lack of
health and vigour s0 comnion aniong,
Americans of botli sexes, and of al
classes. Even granting that in tie
miatter of éducation, as in other things,
their superabundant nervous energy
goes to extrcmes, the percentage of
feniale graduates even thiere, is far tot>
smIliI and too recent to produce any
generally appreciable effect. But s,>
far as facts have heen collected con-
cerning the liealthfulness in later life,
of women wvho bave ,raduated in
American colleges, the 'évidence lias
ail been in favour of the healtliful, not
the unhealthfiil, tendency of sucli a.
course of study. Americail woraen,
as a rule, live fur too fast in ail walks
of life. The carefui housbwife is ai-
most as apt to fait a victim to lier ex.-
cessive industry and liouseliold ambi-
tion, as the fashionable wvoman to lier
extravagant round of dissipation ; and
an improvement can be hoped for oniy
when a more thorougli education shalt
have imiplanted hygienie and sanitary
principles more firmily in the minds of
women of ail classes. To this end
liglier educationi is doing something,
and wiii yet do mucli more.

But there is something to lie ieaid
about the question of lowver female
éducation also, and to this, in the pre-
sent writer's opinion, some of the
reasoning which is ir-elevant to the
question of higlier education miglit,
witli great benefit, lie applied. The
question of common-sehool éducation
for girls çloes require somae serious re-
consideration. Tb.ere are much greater

317


