
188 MUE PIESBYTERIN COME? JOURNVAL.

It seenîs, to nie a inatter of regret that more time cannot be
had in College to devote, to the subject of Iiitroditction. It
is of vital implortance at âll timies, but îîever more so than ro-
day.

A/pologctics is always a live and progressive subject, for
though error, like history, is ever repeating itself, yct the forms
under wvhich it appears are ncew. he phases of the objections
change, and, therefore, flue formis of the -replies inust be new.
Ministers are called to act in an age remiarkable for tlic cunningr
and subtiet'- of error. It w~eaves itself into our learning, into
science, into works of :fiction. It cornes to us mith the learn-
ing, of the past, and flic scoffingr of tue present ; arrayed in
w'ealth and in rags ; now seating itself iii the place of power,
and now utteringy its oracles froin the dunghbill ; now flowingr
in the rilîs of oîly eloquence ; now putting on the aspect of
reason and learning ; now scen in the pleadings for licentious
indulgence ; now liirking in the smnile of polislied contenipt.
Shail we send forth younig nien untrained and unfitted to grap-
pie -with this hydra, or shall they be fitted for the portentous
aspect of tlicq timies ? The sugg0estion lias been miade that
points of contact ighylt with advantagre be establishied between
the departnîciit of Apologetics iii our Colleges and the outezr
-,vorld where there is mich l-atent scepticisi and that thus the
benefits; of the learning and investigation of schiolars would 1e
diffused over a wvicler area and be feit more directly than they
now are.

he other dcpartints-Ecclcsiologv, Oriental Languages,
Patrology, Ethics. Biblical Alitiquitics and Chiurcli History
have a distinct and important place iii the Course of Study
prescribed. M, e could flot dispense -wvithi any of thmn.

Soine years ago it wvas .urgcd iii the R-cview,,s with iiuch
earnestness that professorships should bcecstablislied iii ]ibli-
cal Tlieologfy-and sonie of the Amecrican Seniinarics adopted
the suggestion. For one, -I do îiot quite sec the dcsirability
or necessityi of such, a chair. Taking our own College as an
exaniple, could anything be more Biblical tiian the present


