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And, tlien,y a conscience in hell! It sleeps not
there, it bears no fulse witness there ; there, with
a varce of thunder, it will be the accuser, and,
with its scorpion-lash, the relentless tormentor, of
the guilty for ever. ¢ Their worm dieth not, and
the fire is not gquenclied.”  In conclusion, « take
heed, rethren, lest there be in any of you on evil
heart ot unbeuet, in departing 1}om the living
God. But eshort one another daily, while it is
catled to-day, lest iy of you be hardened througl
tké deceitfulness of sin.*? L.

e

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS,

«¢ His head was brought in a charger, and given to
the damsel.>—Matthew xiv. 11,

Similar jnstauces of unfeeling barhzrity are to
be met Mn in Tistory. Mark Anthony caused
the hcatls of those he had {:roscribed to be brought
to him while he was at table, and entertained his
eyes along time with that sad spectacle. Cicero’s
head, being one of those that were brought to him,
he ordered it to be put on the very pu%pit where
Cicero made speeches against him.  Jerome in-
forms us, that when the head of the Baptist was

resented to Herodias, she indulged herself in the
»arparous (\ivcrs'wn_oi2 'l[:r'nck'mg iis tongue with a
needle, as Fulvia did Tully’s.—Burder.

Hixvoo Wepning—Mr. Ward has given the
Tollowing description of a Hindoo wedding, which
furnishes a striking parallel to the parable of the
wedding feast in the Gospel :—¢¢ At a marriage,
the procession of which I saw some years ago, the
bridegroom came from a distance, and the bride
lived at Serampore, to which place the bride-
groom was to come hy water. After waiting two
or three hours, at length, near midnight, it was
announced, as if in the very words of Scripture,
behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet
him. All the persons employed, now lighted theis
lamps, and ran with them in their hangs to fill up
their stations in the procession ; some of them had
lost their lights, and were unprepared, but it was
then too late to seek them, and the cavalcade
noved forward to the house of the bride, at which

ace the company entered a large and splendidi
mlluminated area, before the house, covered wit
an awning, where a great multitude of friends,
dressed in their hest apparel, were seated upon
mats. The bridegroom was carried in the arms
of a friend, and placed on a superb seat in the
midst of the company, where he sat a short time,
and then went into the house, the door of which
was immediately shut, and guarded by Sepoys.
Iand others expostulated with the door-keepers,
but in vain.” Never was I so struck with our
Lond’s beautiful parable, as at this moment :—
¢ And the door was shut 1

Jxricuo, a celebrated city in the tribe of Ben-
;:.min, of which frequent mention is made in the

ew Testament. 1t was the first city taken from
the Canaanites by Joshua, who rased it to the
ground, and denounced a severe curse on the per-
son who should rebuild it. (Josh. vi. 20. 26.
Heb. xi. 30.) ‘This curse was literaily fulfilled,
in the days of Ahab, upon Hicl the Bethelite, by
whom the city was rcbuilt. (1 Kings xvi. 31.)
After this event it was ennobled by the schools of
the prophets, which were established there (2
Kings ii, 5.) : and near it was a large but unwhole-
some spring, the waters of which rendered the
s0il unfruitful, until they wese cured by the pro-
phet Elisha (2 Kings ii. 221.) 3 and from that time
they have become excecdingly wholesome and
fentilising. In the time of our Saviour, Jeticho
yielded oaly to Jerusalem, for its size and the
magmilicence of its buildings : itis situated in a
botlom, in that vast plain which was named the
gree! plain (which marks the propriety of the ox-
expression gozgg down from Jerusalem, Luke x.
30.);5 aud is 150 furlongs, about nineteen miles,
-distant trom the capital of Judza. Jericho was
one of the cities appropriated for the residence of
the priests and Levitcs, 12,000 of whom dwelt
theie ; and as the way thither from Jerusalom
was rocky and desert, it was, as it still is, greatly
infested with thieves. A conntry more favourable
for the attacks of banditti, and caves hetter adapt-
ed for concealment, than those presented on this
road, can scarccly be imagined. This circum-
sance marks the admirable prupriety with which
out Leid made it the scene of ‘:‘xs heautiful para-
We of the good Samarilan, (Luke x. 30, 37.) Je-

3icho is, at present, a wretched mud-built village. {1

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.

CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION.

Avrtioven the Jewish Temple-service and sa-
crificial institution, were not finally abolished un-
til the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans;
and thongh the synagogue worship has, from that
time to the present, been kept up by the Jews, in
their state of dJispersion throughout the world :
the Mosaic dispensation and the Jewish church-
state, may be considered as having terminated
with the expiration of the seventy wecks of Da-
unicl’s prophecy, when ¢ Messiah should be cut
offy but not for himself,” (Dan. ix.) and when the
Lord Jesus Christ, in fulfilment of that prophecy
actually became the sacrifice for our sins, and
made reconciliation for iniquity,” by dying on
the cross, ¢ the just for the unjust.? = Then was
laid the foundation of the sublime structure of
Christianity~—then had the church and kingdom
of Christ, cs a new dispensation, its beginning,
1t is worihy of remark, too, that the manifesta-
tion of the Son of God, and the advent of his
kingdom, touk place at a period of the world,
when the Gentile nations, if they had reached
the highest pitch of intellectual refinement, they
were also as deeply sunk in corruption, crimes
and idolatries 5 and when the Jewis‘n nation and
church gencrally, had fallen into a state of igno-
tance, luxuty and profaneness, which, while it
exposed them to the displeasuse of the Almighty,
rendeted his merciful interposition necessary, by
sending forth a divine Teacher and Deliverer, in
the person of the promised Messiah, Tiien,
¢ when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem them that were under the
law, ’;md that we might receive the adoption of
sons. )

The following beautiful and comprehensive
historical sketch of the life and actions of the
adorable Saviour, the Great Architect of, and
¢ Head over all things to his Church,” is from
Mosheim, and is deserving of a place in this de-
partment of our work :—

Towaids the conclusion of the reign of Herod
the Great, the Son of God descended upon carth,
and taking upon him the human nature, appeared
to men under the sublime characters of an infalli-
ble teacher, an all-sufficient mediutor, and a spi-
ritual and immortal king. The place of his birth
was Bethlehem, in the land of Palestine. The
year in which it happened has not hitherto been
fixed with certainty, notwithstanding the decp
and Jaborious 1escarches of the leamed on that
matter. There is nothing surprising in this, when
we consider that the first Christians Jaboured un-
der the same difficulties, and were divided in
their opinions concerning the time of Christ’s
birth, “That which appearsmost probable is, that
it happencd about & year and six months before
the death of Herod, in the year of Rome 748 or
719. The uncertainty, however, of this point is
of no sort of consequence. We know that the
Sun of Righteousness has shone upon the world.
And though we cannot fix the precise period in
which he arosc, this will not hinder us from en-
joying the direction and influence of his vital and
salutary beams,

2. Four inspired writers, who have transmitted
to us an account of the life and actions of Jesus
Christ, mention particularly his birth, his lineage,
his family, and his parents; but they say very
little conceming hisinfancy and his earlier youth.
Not long after his birth, he was conducted by his
parents into Egypt, that he might be there out of
the reach of Herod’s cruelty. "When he was but
twelve years old, he disputed, in the temple,
with the most leamed of the Jewish doctors, con-
ceining the sublime truths of religion. And the
rest of his life, until the thirticth year of his age,
was spent in the obscurity of a pnivate condition,
and consccrated to the duties of filial obedience.
This is all that the wisdom of God hath Kctmitted
us to know, with certainty, of Christ, before he
entered upon his public ministry ; nor it the sto
of his haviug followed the trade of his adopted
father, Joseph, built upon any sure foundation.
‘There have been, indeed, several writers, who,
2ither through the levity of a wanten imagination,
or with a desizn to attract the admiration of the
mullitude, have invented a scries of the most ex-
travagant and ridiculous fables, in order to give

a;; account of this obscute pait of the Saviour’s
ife. . ’

1y | willing fo insinuate by this

3. Jesus began his public ministry in the thir-
ticth yeat of his age ; and to render it more so-
lemn and affecting to the Jews, a man, whose
name wes John, the son of a Jewish priest, a per-
son of great gravity also, and much respected on
account of the austere dignity of his life and man-
ners, was commanded by God to proclaim to the
people the coming of the Messiab, that had been
promised to their fathers.  Thisextraordinary man
called himself the forerunner of the Messiah.
Filled with a holy zeal and a divine fervour, he
cricd 2loud to the Jewish nation, to depart from
their transgressions, and to ﬁurify their hearts,
that they might thus partake of the blessings
which the Son of God was now come to offer to
the world. The exhortations of this respectable
messenger werc not without effect; and those
who, moved by his solemn admonitions, bad form-
ed the resolution of correcting their evil disposi-
tions and amending their lives, were initiated in-
to the kingdom of the Redeemer by the ceremony
of immersion, or baptism.  Christ himself, before
he began his ministry, desired to be solemnly bap-
lized%y John in the weters of Jordan, that he
might not, in any point, neglect to answer the
demands of the Jewish law.

4. 1t is not necessary to enter here into 2 par-
ticular detail of the life end actions of Jesus
Christ.  All Christians must be perfectly well ac-
3uainted with them. They must know, that,

uting the space of three years, and amidst the
dcepest tiials of affliction and disiress, he instruct-
ed the Jewish nation in the will and counsels of
the Most High, and omitted nothing, in the course
of his ministry, that could contribute either to
gain the muititude, or to charm the wise. Every
one knows, that his Jife was u continued scene of
the most perfect sanctity, and the purest and most
active virtue ; not only without spot, but also be-
rond the rcach of suspicion. And it isalso well
xnown, that by miracles of the most stupendous
kind, and not more stupendous than salutary and
beneficent, he disglaﬁed to the universe the truth
of that religion which he brought with him from
above, and demonstrated the reality of his divine
comtnission in the most illustrious manner,

£. As this divine religion was to be propagated
to the utmost ends of the earth, it was necessary
that Christ should choose a certain nuinber of per-
sons to accompany him constantly through the
whole couise of his ministry 3 that thus they might
be faithful and respectable witnesses of the sanc-
tity of his life, and the grandeur of his miracles,
to the remotest nations ; and also transmit to the
latest posterity a genuine account of his sublime
doctrines, and of the nature and end of the Gospel
dispensation. Therefore, Jesus chose, out of the
multitudes that attended his discourses, twelve
persons, whom he scparated from the rest by the
name of Apostles. These men were iiliterate,
poor, and of mean extraction, and such alone were
truly proper to answerthe views of the divine Sa-
viour, He avoided making use of the ministry
of gemons endowed with the advantages of fortunc
and hirth, or enriched with the treasures of elo-
quence and learning, lest the fruits of this embas-
8y, and the progress of the Gospel, should be at-
tributed to ?mman and natural causes. These
apostles were sent but ence to preach to the
Jews during the life of Christ. He chose to keep
them about his own person, that they might be
thoroughly instructed in the affairs of his king-
dom. That the multitude, however, might not

Ty be destitute of teachers to enlighten them withi

the knowledge of the truth, Christ appointed se-
venty disciples, fo preach the glad tidings cf life
eternal throughout the whole province of Judea.
6. The rescarchesof the leamed have been em-
ployed to find out the rcason of Christ’s fixing the
number of the apostles to twelve, and that of the
disciples to seventy, and various conjectures have
been applied to the solution of thisquestion. But
since it is manifest, from the words of our Saviour
himself, that he intended the numter of the
twelve apostles as an allusion to that of the tribes
of Istacl ; it can scarcely be doubted, that he was
:\‘ppoinlment, that he
was the snpreme lord and hizh priest of these
twelve tribes, into which the Jewish nation was
divided. And as the number of disciples answers
cvidently to that of the senators, ¢f whom the
council of the people, or the sanhedrim, was com-
posed, there is 2 high degree of probability in
the conjecture of those, who think that Christ, b

the choice of the scventy, dc:ifned to admoni
the Jews, that the authority of their sanhedrim



