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THE AMARANTH.

his first visit to this ground,) noticing

- the evident symptoms of approaching
sleep, and being an hungered withal,
cantiously approached him, making
large-circles around the spot where he
was reclining, and humming his faivou-
riteair the while, to lull his unconscious
victim into sccurity.

With a deep grunt Pete’s head sank
full upon his breast—the pipe fell from
his Hips into his bosom—his hat fell over
his cyes, and Pete was asleep. 'The
gallinipper, sceing these never-filing
signs, made his approaches more bold-
ly, and alighting on P.'¢'s unbooted

* leg, made preparations for a feast. Ha-
ving sharpenced well his bill, he looked
once more at Pete, (wwhose sleep was
now so sound that an occasional half
snore, halfgrunt was heard), and seeing
all secure, he darted it at once into the

- soft fat just under theanclebone.  Alas,
jorthe fallacy of sublunary hopes! The
bill had entered too deep and too quick-
dy, -und-Pete urousing with 2 tremen-
dous coffort. struck at the unfortunate
canse of ull this mischief  Inreaching
1o far forward to get at his tormentor,
Pete fellover  Now, most persons pla-
ced in such a predicament, and falling,
must edidently Jrave come tothe ground.
Not «o Pete—he fell forward, and as he
=11 the ground opened before him, and
down he went—down— down—down,
with a veleeity to which e, of all men,
had never been accostonid. and which
1 any person wwst have been preuliar-
Iy wicamforizble

Afier comtiming at this spoit for u
fwer vy long tine, Pate cameto a
hindil by finding LimseIl on the ground ;
fut va gremtly liad he hllen: thatnotwith-
standin the great distance from his start
ing place he was vot the least injurcd.

Pete fay on the ground with hiseyes
closed and naking doubting that the
*Auciut Henry® was abaut to claim
hun as his swn, he tried 1o getout a
¢ prayer bLut it was of no usee. He
had never bren to church butonce since
e was z oy and all tha he could re-
meber of what he had heard was;—
= Flure wmevey yevzens and
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He repeated this aloud as fast as he
could spealk, and was pausing to take
breath for a fresh outbreak, when he was
saluted, @ posteriori, by a bite so deep,
%0 keen, so perfectly savage, that heac.
tually sprung upat one bound, and clap.
ping his hand on the affected part, ex.
claimed, “ by jings I?

A loud Law harw from behind, causcd
him to remove his hand and turn round,
and without looking to sce whence this
sound proceeded, he was saluted on the
oiher side with another bite, more decp,
more keen, and if possible, more savage
thanbefore.  Flesh and blood could not
stand this, and surely, when Pete clap.
ped his hand on the new spot, and roar-
el out “h—111" he may be deemed ex-
cusable.  Pete looked around in bewil
derment, and well he might. e was
in the middle of a large plain, and he
was alone—not a living t}hing could he
sce or hear. The sun was pouring
down upon him like “all possessed,?
and a few yards a-head was a grove of
trees, presenting a most inviting aspect
of coolness and shade, and Pete was
about to push {orthat, when he was sud-
denly brought up by hearing a voice
exclaim *stand still ¥’

Pete looked up,and he looked down,
and he looked around on all sides, but
no one could he perceive, and although
he felt dreadful savage at being ordered
so premptorily, he wisely concluded
ubry, not wishing to incur the displea-
sure of a person who could make him-
self felt and heard without being seen.

“ Pete Yerks,” said the samie voice,
*you are the laziest man that cver liv-
«d  Pue's face brightened up at this
plain spoken cncomium, and it must be
owned that he did feel a lide, a very
litle pride, when he thought that his
reputation had actually preceded himio
the other workl, for he doubted not tha
he was now there.  He was aboutte
make some gracions reply, when he
was ondered to hold his tonguc, by the
same voices, in savage tenes.

¢ Pete Yerks, can you dance ¥°

% Me dance ! exclaimed Pete, faitly
: horror stouck, “me, Pete Yorks, dance!
Lol Lord—oh Jord ¥




