524

HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812.

nificant to be in danger, fomenting the de-
sire men have of a sacrifice, filled Washing-
tonwith hisenemies, thenfevered to animosity
by its destruction, and festered to rancorous
hate. Men require victims, and it was na-
tural to make them of Armstrong and Win-
der, as alone guilty of what all the rest were
to blame for, and, which were in fact, infirmi-
ties of republican institutions. The fall of
Washington endangered the removal of the
seat of government from a place which both
east and west began to disparage. Leading
men there, Charles Carroll, of Bellevue, whose
‘hospitable villa stood on the picturesque
heights of Georgetown ; John Mason, with
his elegant residence on Analostan island,
on the Potomae, at their feet; John Van
Ness, a large landlord in the heart of the
city, with many more whose property was
threatened with sudden and ruinouws depre-
ciation, intimates and supporters of Madison,
to personal, party, and patriotic attachments,
_joined solicitude for their homesteads, in-
stinctive and irrepressible beyond all reason.
The district militia swore that they would
break their swords rather than wield them,
directed by such a Secretary of War; and
Georgetown sent a deputation to the Presi-
-dent to tell him :so, consisting of three re-
monstrants, one of whom was Hanson, editor
.of the newspaper most abusive of his admin-
istration ; and another, McKenny, then con-
-triving to promote Munroe’s election as
Madison’s successor. Refusing to receive
such envoys, too wise and just to give way
to local clamor, but too mild and forbearing
to spurn or rebuke it, the Presidant com-
promised with what Armstrong stigmatised
-8 a village mob, by advising him to with-
-draw temporarily from its vengeance, if he
-did not even intimate a wish that the Secre-
tary of War would relinquish his official
superintendence of the District of Columbia,
promising shortly to restore him to all his
.faculties. General Armstrong could not re-
main, under such disadvantages, a member
of his administration. The averted counte-
nances of all the President’s associates,
-when first met after.ithe defeat, all cold, and
one-of them, Mr. Carroll, insalting, told the
- secretary that-he could not stay;even though
‘his life had not been threatened by the mili-

tary mob he defied, without forfeiting the
independence he maintained. Retiring, there-
fore, after his interview with the President,
and by his advice, t6 Baltimore, on the 3rd
September, 1814, in the federal journal of
that city, he published an indignant resig-
nation of a place, which, throughout his in-
cumbency, was one of continual quarrels
with the generals he superintended, and of
their disastrous miscarriages of the cam-
paigns he projected. At his residence on
the North River be survived till more than
eighty years old. Having bravely served in
the army of the Revolution, been the organ
of its almost rebellious complaints by the
Newberg letters which he wrote, appointed
to high public trusts at home and abroad by
Presidents Washington, Jefferson, and Ma-
dison, he closed his life, by military annals
of the war of 1812, remarkable for accurate
narrative, polished diction, and manly tone.””
# * * * * * * *

A few days after the Washington Expedi-
tion, it was de-
termined that a
demonstration should be made against Balti-
more, and that, if there appeared to be any
reasonable prospect of success, the demon-
stration should become a real expedition.
the policyof this demonstration was apparent,
when we consider that the Java frigate and
several sloops and smaller vessels of war were
lying there, and that an immense quantity
of naval stores were deposited in the arsenal,
the loss of which could not but inflict a heavy
blow on the American Government.

Demonpstration against Baltimore.

Influenced by these considerations Sir
Alexander Cochrane, Admiral Cockburn,and
General Ross began to make the necessary
arrangements, and from the Ist to the 11th
all was a scene of busy preparation. On the
12th the troops landed at North Point, at
the entrance of the River Patapsco, while the
frigates, bomb vessels, and flotilla worked up
the Patapsco, as well as the shoal water per-
mitted, in order to co-operate with the army -
by an attack on Fort McHenry, and the other
batteries about two miles from the City.

The Americans had so long sustained along
the banks of the Chesapeake & series of
humiliations, that it would almost appear as
if, in relating the descent on Baltimore, their



