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Singing Without Under-
standing.

Il persons who bave no aplrit of
‘prafse in their hearta decem it their
-duty and privilege to ongage in tho
-oxternal forms of divine worelip, it v
not etrango that they should hiro othera

© who maey profess skill in mualesl

undertakings to perform that screizo
fer which they lack both tho disposi-
tion aod the qualifications, But in
800 cases tho persons employed are o
unfamiliar with the work that thoy do
not undertako to sing anything without
proviously rehiearsing and practicing
it; and thoy sometimes find it neces
sary to seleet hymna as wel' as tunes
in order 1o perlorm thoir parts.

It Is hardly fale to criticien much
peoplo soverely for their crrors and
failures, as they wnow very littlo of
socred music ard lose of sacred song.
Ono might ratker heed the suggeation
$9id to havo boun posted at the ontrance
-of & meoting place in tho wild West !
“ Do not shoot thoorganist ; ho is doing
as well a1 hocan,”  Nevertheloss por.
sons who arc doing as well as thoy
know how often necd to Lo taught how
to do better than thoy oro doing,
and wo are not likely to mond our
faults until we know them, nor to
know thom till we aro told of them,”

A person ealled to preach tho gospel,
<who is waited upen by the choir ltades
with n list of Lymuns whicl are to beo
sung which have not the slightest con:
nection with tho subjost under considera.
tion for tho day, cun bardly fafl to sco
tho unfitness of somo of tho eclections
.made, For example, o minister before
opening tho moraing sorvico was given
-tho following hymn :—

Thus far the Jord has led moon ;
Thus far His power prolongi my days ;
And every evening shall make known
Some fresh memorial of His grace,

I lay my body down lo sletp;

T’eace is the pillow for my kead ;
While well-appointed angels keep
Their watchiful stations round my bed.

As tho preacher did not propose to
have his congregation lay thelr bodices
“down {o sloep"” that wornlng, ho
substituted & more eppropriate hymn
tor the one solecled by the choir.

In anothor instanco there was hand.
ed to tho preacher for the opening hymn
on A Sunday morning that ecxcellent
patriotic song,

My country ‘tis of thoe,
which was to ba lollowed by tho luncral
verses,

Sistey, thou wast mild and lovely,
Qentlo as tho sunmer breeze,

both of which wero asbout as appropri.
ate to thococasion as the hymn called for
to “jmprove the timo"” in a church
where thoy were walting for a bolated
bridal party ; who as they st last
-entered thoe house heand tho words,

Como on my partuers in distress,

My commudies through this wililerness,

The remedy for rauch of this malad.
justment of hymns and tunes Is com.
plex.  First, tho men who manage
churches and church muasic should bo
.converted to God, brought up out of
the horrible pit and tho miry clay, and
havo now songs put in their mouths,
oven praiee to tho Lond; aud if they
will then It the word of Christ dweltin
them richly, with all wisdom, they witl bo
ablo to rpeak and adoe~nish one another
“in psalms aad hymns and epiritual
songs," singing with graco in their hearta
unto the Lord, Then letthe peoplos who
aro merry or joyous, siag paalms, and it
they do not know how to do it let
them learn, taking the timo and putting
thomselves under tho training thatis
necessary for that purposo,

It is also important that they havoa
‘hyen book which containe old hymns
which tho older peoplo know, as well as
new hymus for tho younger peoplo to
dearn ) & book which will not necd to

bo flung aside after six months' use,
and which docs not oxzeludo sl the
standard hympe of tho centuries for
tho purposo of admitting hymas and
tunes which nobody ever heard before,
ard which nobody ever wanta to hear
agaln,

Finally, let the leader of the singing
go through the book, and with a defin.
ito mark desiguato thoso tunca and
hymns which can usunlly be sung under
favorable circumstancea, Lot acothor
mark designate bymns and tunes
which can bo sung at eight whenover
called for, Let this Look be given
Into tho hands of tho preacher with the
understanding that ho ja ontirely m
liberty te eolect ruy of those familiar
hymns, and give thear aut whenover ho
will, and thoy will Lo sung.

Such a mecthod na this woald aveid
sowo very awkward complications, and
would aid Christian peoplo tosing with
the spirit and with the understanding
also, understanding nnd making others
understand what they eing, instead of
leaving tho singing of the church to the
merey of worldly and uncultured peo.
ple, who aro in overy way uuGtted for
tho tavk of selecting tho hyrans and con.
ducting tho praiscs of the Most EHigh.

We aro to serve thu Lord with rover.
enco and with godly fear, and Chris.
tian people ought 0 o ashamed to
bring discordont noiso and senaoloss
rhymes asan offering to tho Lotd in the
servico of His house, Their words, and
tones, and omotions, and dewcanor
shoulds posk the reverence of dovoutand
houest souls. A worabip thus offered
will H{t up tho bearta of Laliovers, will
glorify God, end will elovave and bloas
thoso who unite in Ilis worship,—~T"he
Christian,

A Fit Subject of Prayer.

On & pulpit cushion, whero {t could
eatch tho eye of the winfster, was laid
a smal! slip of papor contalniog-thesé
words: ‘'Tho prayers of this congrega.
tion aro requested for avsman who iy
getting rich” Tho appropriatoness of
such & prayer as this can hardly be
quostioned by any ono who belioves tho
truths which Christ Has apoken con.
cerning tho rich, and who intends to
profit by tho warning which Ho has
given. Rich mon stand on alippery
placea.  They are not easily accoasible,
Thoy aro flattered much and reproved
but littlo ; and aa thoy bend their ence.
gice, their skill and their endeavors in
the direction of acquiring wealth, they
are 1n great danger of forgetting tho
cternal riches of righteousness, and
burying themsolves in worldliness and
forgetiulncas of God,

Tho Saviour faithfully warned the
rich, and taught thom that their path
wag fraught with danger, snd tnat it
was only with tho greatest difficulty
that they could enter tho kingdom of
God, Ho ULlcssed tha poor, but said
#Woo ' unto tho rick, who bad received
thele consolation. And the Great
Apostlo solomnly admonishes Timothy
to ¢ Chargo them that aro rich in this
world, that they be not high minded,
nor trust iu uncertainriches, but in tho
living God who giveth us all thinge
richly to enjoy ; that thoy do good, that
they bo rich in good works, ready to
distributo, willing to communicate, lay-
ing up in store for themselves a good
foundation against tho timo to come,
that thoy may lay hold on eternal lito®
(1 Tim, vi. 17.19),

Do not forget to pray for the rich.—

Common Peopls.

Bad babita are grato bars in tho
devil'’s prison,

If the dovll over fecls proua of his
work, it must bo when ho Jooks at tho
man who is starving hiy wifo and cbild
ren to death to holp keep the saloon.
keeper fat,
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The Central Regulator,

In tho great citics and towns a largo
number of tho time-pieces are olectric.
ally counectod with tho obscrvatory
clock st Washington, and a0 overy day
at noon the seconds are matked simul.
tancously by the electric curront flashod
{from this ono central timekeeper. By
thia practico alsolute uniformity and
correctneas of timo are ensured,  This
exact uniformity - is not brought about
by comparing ono clock with another,
or regulating onc time-picce by another,
but by ono cluzk regulating the othors
electrically, when exactly at midday the
standard clock makes tho conncction
which completes tho clrcuit passing
through all the connected timopleces,
and regulates all of them at once,

ITumanity needs regulating ; Chris-
tians need regulating; and a great many
of them liavo tried tho aystem of regu-
[ation by comparizon, with vory poor
rosults.  Ft has beon found impossible
to maka & number of clocks standing
gido by sido keep timo with each othor.
Ono will be fast, snother will Lo slow
~—they will not keep tims together—
but, it they can bnconnected electrieally
with ono standard time-picco, there s
then no difficolty In msintaining sub-
stantial uniformity,

Tho uniformity of the Church of
Ohbriss will not como through churches
comparing and coivpromising, and yicld-
ing to cach other's wishies, and adjusting
themselves to cach other’s ways, They
will never come to sn agreement in this
way. This mcthod bas been triod again
ond again, Tho only way in which the
peoplo of God can come together and bo
united Is by coming under tha direct con.
trol of Chrisi, tho great Head of the
Church, It all tho members of tho
body bo vitally connected with the liv-
ing Head, then there will bo little difhi.
culty about their keeping step with tho
march of s providence nnd graco ;
and in following tho Lord, and walking
closely with Him thoy canuot bo vory
far from osch other. Two things
which aro exactly like o third thing
must bo like each other, and two men
that aro like Christ cannot be greatly
unlike cach other.

Tho great hindrance to uuffermity
amovy Christians i3, people compare
themeclves among themsolves, and mens.
suro themselves by themaselves, and thus
continually fail in thofr endeavors after
unity. They contend over their names
ond crecds, end each is ablo to Gnd fault
enough with tho other; but let thom
drop all this and como to Josus Christ
Himeelt, and seck to shapo their lives
in accordanco with tho revealed will and
Word of God, and thoy cannot fail to
como nearce and still nearer to each
atlier.

In such a aystem of reguintion as this,
wo need not wait for any onoe olee, wo
need not wait tosco whether other clocks
will tako their timo from tho central
standard, or whother other men will
shape their livos by the Word of Gud.
Wo have each of us siimply to con-
neet ourselies with the great central
standard, and determino that 1o will 2e
right, no matter who is wrong, that we
will do right, no matter wiio docs wrong;
laml il wo will do this, we shall soon find
ourselves coming nearer and nearer to
that unity which Christ desires, and
which shall bo a glory to His Churcdh
and a Licesing to the world.=The Ar.
i mory.

Catarch and Asthma

weronot to readily controlled and cured
boforo T. A. SLOCUM'S OXYGEN.
1ZED EMULSION of PURE COD
LIVER OIL camo ioto tho market.
Every droggist is pleased to handlo it,
for thoy ull know ita valus,  For tight
ness of tho cheet and difficult breathing
it has no equal,
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THE BEST YET.

THE LIFE OF CHRIST
AND ST, PATL,

BY CANON FARRAR.
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~ TWe LARGE BOOKS IN ONE., Quarto sizo. Bound
in cloth. Part First containg *“I'he Lifo of Christ,” Part
Second “Tho Life of St. Paul.”  TFarrar’s * Lifo of Christ and
St. Paul” aro too well known to need reccommending to tho
readers of Tup Lvaxcenisr. Tho usual price of “Lifo of
Chrigt” is from $2 to S3; * Lifo of St. Pgul” tho same. Wo
are having both books specially bouund in ono rARuE rook and
giving it with Tur EvaNciuisy for S1 extra, This is a rake
CHANCE to get the best book over published for the money.

LVERY PREACIIER, SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER,
and in fact every BIBLE STUDENT should have one,

The Sunday school Lessons

for the first six months of 1592 aro taken from *“ 2%e dcts of
Apostles,” and * Farrar's Life of St. Paui” will bo invaluablo
in the study of those lessons,
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OUR SPECIAL OFFER.

We will send * Farrar's Life of Christ and St. Paul,” post-
paid, also Tur Caxaptay EvaNceLisT for one year (to old or
now subscribers) upon recoipt of $2, which is only 8¢ moro
than tho regular subseription price of paper. So that you
practically get this

LARGE AND VALUABLE BOOK FOR $I.

This i3 by fur the most liberal offor ever mado to tho
readers of Turk Evaxcenist, and every one should embraco the
opportunity of getting this work at Li:o oxceedingly low figure
wo offer it. 'Those wishing to secure the book at once and
whose subseriptions aroe not due, by sonding in vow will havo
their subseriptions extended one year from date of expiration,

To any ono sending us in the names of five new subscribers
to our paper with their subscriptions wo will send a copy of
Farrar's ¢ Life of Christ and St. Paul” free,

THE EVANGELIST PUBLISHING COMPANY,

55 YONGE STREET ARCADE, TORONTO,

ANY BOOK YOU WANT.
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DYUKS EDUCATIONAL.
BOOKS SECULAR.
BOOKS RELIGIOUS
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Donbtlets many peopls havoolton felt that thers were Books they wonld get I8 they know
whore to address for them. We wlll deliver to auy addreas fn the Domlnion of Canads any
Ilook in the Canadian mazket ¢t receipt of the regalar price,

Addross all orders to

THE EVANGELIST PUBLISHING COMPANY,

05 YONGE STREET ARCADE, TORONTO, ONT.
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